
tee-scripts.com 
   

1 

ROUND 2 INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  INBEE PARK 
Friday, November 22, 2013 
 
 
Q.  Six shots back of the lead, but I have to congratulate you right off the bat for 
achieving Rolex Player of the Year honor.  You sewed that up last week.  You're 
the first player from South Korean to earn that honor.  Can you describe how 
proud you are at that moment? 

 
INBEE PARK:  I'm so glad I became the first Player of the Year.  That's been 

something I've been going for all year and I've been really stressing about it in the last 
half of the season and I finally got it done and this week's stress fee and I'm just trying 

to enjoy the week. 

 
Q.  You said when you sewed it up last week finishing 4th you felt like it was 
your 4th major and that you could relax this week.  Why was it so pressure 
filled for you? 

 
INBEE PARK:  I mean, I think because at the end of the season and first six wins I 

had and I felt like Player of the Year was mine because I had such a big lead.  After 

that I struggled a little bit and then Suzann and Stacy played very, very good and 
gave me a challenge.  And then it was actually I had to play really good to finish it off.  

Yeah, I did my work and it was definitely worth it. 
 

Q.  Can you give us a little sneak preview on what you're going to say tonight 
as you accept the award? 
 

INBEE PARK:  Yeah, it's going to be a little bit of a surprise because I'm not a person 
that talks a lot, and for me to talk for like 10 minutes is going to surprise everyone.  

Yeah, wait to see.  I can't tell you here. 
 

Q.  Well, we look forward to seeing what you're going to wear and what you're 
going to say.  Congratulations again and have a good weekend as well. 
 

Q.  Talk about today.  Was a bit of an adventure for you, was it? 
 

INBEE PARK:  Yeah, I started off really good, made some putts earlier in the round.  

Then just the back nine, my iron shots, the distance was really on and off I think 
because the wind.  Some holes was affected by the wind, some holes it wasn't, it was 

tough to judge.   
 

The last hole was just a bad second shot and it was a disappointing round today with 
the putting and with the iron shots, distance controls, but I'm not going to, you know, 

make the whole -- I'm not going to make this ruin my day.  I have a more important 

thing coming in today.  It's a little bit disappointing, but it's not finished yet.  We have 
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two more days to go so I still feel good about the day. 

 
Q.  So Yeon Ryu said that she thinks that you're going to be inspiring to the 
next generation of golfers, not just your play but your independence and your 
just happiness.  Can you talk about what that means, that it's just how you go 
about the game and not just your results? 

 
INBEE PARK:  I think the young generations of Korean golfers has to learn being 

yourself, that you be the center instead of other people trying to drive you.  I think 
that's one thing that you really have to learn.  Second, you really have to enjoy the 

game.  I mean, if you don't like playing golf and even if you're good at it, you're not 
happy and you're unfortunate playing golf even if you're good.  I think that's a couple 

things that's really important. 

 
Q.  Where do you get that independent streak from? 

 
INBEE PARK:  I don't know, I think being, you know, in America at such a young age.  

American culture, you are independent right after high school and I think that's been 

what I've been really growing up with.  I think I'm really a good mixture of Korean 
culture and American culture.  I think I try to take the good side of each side and try to 

mix it up a little bit. 
 

Q.  That second shot, pretty tough shot? 
 

INBEE PARK:  It wasn't that tough shot actually.  I think I could have easily put it on 

the green, but I think I got too scared, too much club, I was going to hit it too fat and I 
took too small swing. 

 
Q.  Are you more nervous about having to give this speech than any golf shot 
you've hit this year? 

 
INBEE PARK:  I mean, this year there were moments they had a lot more pressure 

than the speech, that's for sure.  I'm just trying to enjoy the speech today.  I'm sure 
I'm going to be nervous up there once everybody just looking at me and having the 

spotlight, I'm sure.  Golf, if you make a mistake it's not forgiven, but up there I make a 
mistake and do it again, that's okay so I guess that makes it easier. 

 

Q.  Are you done with your speech?  Did you stay up late working on it? 
 

INBEE PARK:  I probably worked like an hour every day, yeah. 
 


