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ROUND 2 INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  SANDRA GAL 
Friday, November 22, 2013 
 
MODERATOR:  I'd like to welcome Sandra Gal into the interview room.  Sandra, 

another great round for you.  You seem to really like the back nine.  Just talk about 
your day and what was working well. 

 

SANDRA GAL:  Yeah, I think I was a little nervous in the start but it was also quite 
tough out there.  It was a lot windier than yesterday so all the holes played really 

different.  It took me a little bit to kind of get used to the conditions and hitting more 
3-woods instead of drivers because a lot of the shots were crosswinds or into the 

wind.  So I just was trying to keep the ball down a little bit or straighter, which is easier 

with a 3-wood.  It took me a while to get used to that.  As you said, I like the back 
nine, I think there's more birdie opportunities there and it was nice to just drop a 

couple putts in the end. 
 

MODERATOR:  Yesterday you were saying that it's the last tournament of the year, 
you're going to pull out all the stops and play with so much aggression.  How have 

you carried that mindset into today and how will you carry that into the weekend?   

 
SANDRA GAL:  I think I was a little less aggressive today, but it was a combination 

of the weather and the pin positions.  I don't know how many miles per hour the wind 
was blowing, 20 miles per hour or something.  It's hard to kind of go for pins that are 

tucked and shaved off.  So I was trying to work the ball from the center of the green 

towards the pins hitting draws and fades.  So still staying aggressive but a little bit 
more smart maybe. 

 
Q.  Sandra, were you surprised with the wind making it hard that you've been 
able to open up a three-shot lead, get a little bit of separation from everybody 
going into the weekend? 

 

SANDRA GAL:  Am I surprised?  Yes, maybe a little bit.  I think my advantage was 
yesterday.  Today I played solid, but shooting 8-under yesterday was big, especially 

since the conditions got tough, and today it was hard for other people to catch up so I 
think that's what gave me that three-shot lead. 

 

Q.  Can you take us hole by -- not hole by hole, but shot by shot through 17? 
 

SANDRA GAL:  Oh, well, I hooked it into the trees and I was happy to find my ball, 
and I had a swing, which was very happy.  So it was pretty much like bubba golf -- 

you have a swing, you're happy.  I got it down there and then I just had an 8 iron in 
and I was thinking, okay, 8 iron, that's go range so let's go for the pin and I almost 

holed it out.  It just pitched right on the edge of the cup and then I made the putt.  So 

it was very simple.  I mean, never in doubt. 
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Q.  Is that one of the holes that you can maybe -- obviously like you said 
yesterday was a great round, but this is maybe the difference between maybe 
being even after today and being up by 3, don't you think? 

 
SANDRA GAL:  Yeah, true.  But on the other side it's a reachable par 5, so if you hit 

a decent drive you should be going in in two and you should have a birdie chance 

anyways, so I think I just kind of saved it. 
 

Q.  How long was the putt? 
 

SANDRA GAL:  15 feet. 
 

Q.  Sandra, I know at the beginning of the year you weren't happy with your 
swing and you were really searching.  Can you talk about how your confidence 
has evolved since then and maybe how much Gary Gilchrist has to do with 
that? 
 

SANDRA GAL:  Yeah, definitely.  I started working with Gary in April and he 

simplified a lot of things, just kind of shortened my swing a little bit and then worked 
on a lot of ball shaping.  So if you watch me warm up in the morning, that's all I do is 

hitting just draws and fades and high, low.  I think it really suits this golf course and I 
think from this kind of more of a childlike attitude just playing more, seeing the shot, 

reacting to it, that gave me a lot of confidence.  Less thinking. 
 

Q.  How much have you been motivated by not playing in the Solheim Cup?  
How disappointing was that for you and did that sort of get you going or did 
you feel like you were already on the way up even before that? 

 
SANDRA GAL:  I was very disappointed not being on the Solheim Cup team, but my 

good play after that had nothing to do with the fact that I wasn't nominated.  My good 

play was coming probably three weeks before the Solheim Cup, which was too late.  
So I understand the captain's decision that I wasn't picked.  My good playing now is 

just a result of the work before.   
 

MODERATOR:  Sandra, we have a really exciting night tonight at the Rolex Awards 
celebration.  Can you just kind of tell everybody what you're going to be doing tonight 

on the red carpet? 

 
SANDRA GAL:  I'll be doing your job, everyone else's job.  I'll be interviewing all the 

girls that are coming to the Rolex Awards tonight and I'm going to ask them 
questions, fun questions hopefully, and I'm looking forward to that. 

 

MODERATOR:  Have you thought about what you're going to wear and how you're 
going to do your hair?  
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SANDRA GAL:  Not too much.  Yeah, I have a couple options but I'm not really too 

worried about that.  I just had my head into playing and I'm just going to enjoy tonight.  
It's all about the people who get honored tonight, it's not about me, so I'll just be 

asking questions. 
 

Q.  Can you write this story before you go do their job, too? 

 
SANDRA GAL:  Write the story? 

 
Q.  You're doing everyone else's job today, right? 

 
SANDRA GAL:  Right, right, but I'm not going to write a story, no, sorry. 

 

Q.  I know you play for wins, but as the weekend goes on will it be hard to 
ignore $700,000 for first place? 

 
SANDRA GAL:  Yeah, it's probably always easier to say I don't care about the 

money, I just want to play well.  Everyone says that, but do they really mean it, right?  

I am still going to say that and I'm still going to try and mean it because I'm not out 
here to play for the money, really.  I'm out here with my heart.  I want to play my best 

game and inspire other young people to play well.  Obviously it's a huge purse, but at 
the end of the day I think when you win a tournament, you're happy about fighting and 

overcoming some fear or just playing confident, hitting good shots, but you're not 
motivated by oh, I'm going to have some money in my bank account.  

 

Q.  When you won the Kia you were 16-under.  Do you remember the last time 
you were in double digits under par? 

 
SANDRA GAL:  I was a few times in the last few weeks, I think.  I'm not quite sure.  

Even this year, but I really don't know. 

 
Q.  What do you think will be the key to maintaining that here for the next 
couple days and taking a shot at winning this thing?  
 

SANDRA GAL:  It depends on the weather.  If it stays like this, you've got to be 
patient and probably not be as "go for it" as I was yesterday.  If the wind calms down, 

you will have to play more aggressive because obviously, you know, you can score 

on this course, there's reachable par 5s, so everyone's going to go low, so it all 
depends on the weather. 

 
MODERATOR:  Thanks so much for coming in and good luck this week. 

 

SANDRA GAL:  Thank you.   


