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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  LYDIA KO 
Thursday, November 21, 2013 
 
 
Q.  You guys talked a little bit about when she made her pro debut? 

 
LYDIA KO:  Yeah, we were talking about when she first turned pro and when Jess 

first turned pro, and I think they were saying when it was Jess's first LPGA pro 

tournament, Michelle played with her as well.  So yeah, it was a coincidence, but 
yeah, I had really lots of fun today. 

 
Q.  Where did you have that little conversation? 

 

LYDIA KO:  I've got no idea, today was pretty hectic.  I tried not to think too much 
about it and stay calm. 

 
Q.  Did the day go by fast for you or did you feel like it was slower? 

 
LYDIA KO:  Just normal.  It didn't feel too odd or special or slow or whatever today.  

That actually surprised me, I thought I would be much more nervous.  And actually 

one of the good things was I actually wasn't thinking about any money or related stuff, 
I just tried to play my game, which was obviously very helpful. 

 
Q.  What do you think was the difference in the back nine from the front nine? 

 

LYDIA KO:  I think score wise people were playing much better on the back nine.  I 
think there are more opportunities there.  You know, I just made a double on 3 and 

then bogey on 7 and that didn't make things, you know, too well.  But I think my birdie 
on 8 kind of got my day going and I was pretty comfortable. 

 
Q.  Did you pull that shot, your second shot on 3?  Did you hit it fat? 

 

LYDIA KO:  Today I saw that, especially with my driver, my ball flight was going from 
right to left, so that one was a pull draw, but lucky it was a playable shot.  I didn't play 

well from there, I think the recovery shots... 
 

Q.  Did the slight click of the branch on your backswing, did that just kind of 
throw you a little bit? 
 

LYDIA KO:  I think so, but I took my divot too deep inside -- off the hay because it 
was up, I didn't get the ball probably contact-wise. 

 
Q.  What were you trying to do? 

 

LYDIA KO:  I was trying to hook it but I think I was a bit too ambitious.  A 7 iron down 
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the right side would have given me more than an opportunity to make up and down 

for par. 
 

Q.  Those are hard shots, the long sand or coquina shots, whatever they are.  
 

LYDIA KO:  It's quite confusing because it's not like proper sand sand, so if I was in 

that fairway bunker I would say don't take the sand too much because it's hard 
enough.  It feels like I can hit it normally but it's quite hard to control.  I guess playing 

out of there more times I'll be able to learn it, but hopefully I won't be able to be in 
there. 

 
Q.  You told Karen that it doesn't do you any good to be angry, that on 7 you're 
putting for birdie and you end up with that 3-putt.  So like what are you 
thinking?  Obviously you turned it around on 8, but what are you -- 
 

LYDIA KO:  I think it was just a silly mistake.  I don't think it was because I was 
angry.  I have a tendency to kind of jam the putt in with the short ones.  I think I tried 

to do that, but on a slight downhill slope was just too much. 

 
Q.  As you're going through this, did you -- you were at plus 3 but you talked 
about yet you were still calm.  How do you think you were able to stay calm 
when there was a lot going on out there? 

 
LYDIA KO:  Just my birdie on 8 definitely helped.  It kind of came in from the back of 

the hole, which was quite interesting, I thought I had missed it.  I gave myself 

opportunities, and par is sometimes good and all I can do is just set up birdie putts 
and then some will go in and some won't. 

 
Q.  Is this your first no-cut tournament? 

 

LYDIA KO:  No. 
 

Q.  On the LPGA? 
 

LYDIA KO:  Oh, on the LPGA?  Is Thailand no cut? 
 

Q.  Those are the fun ones. 
 
Q.  Lydia, have you changed your mind on schooling at all?  Are you still 
looking at doing what Michelle did and going to college in some way, shape or 
form while you play? 

 

LYDIA KO:  Yeah, I want to go to college.  I don't know where I will.  I might go to 
Korea, but I might go to the States.  Coaches all around the world, I can only talk to 

them from January of next year.  It's coming soon.  And I've got one more year of high 



tee-scripts.com 
   

3 

school, so it's quite hard to make the decision right now. 

 
Q.  How's your second round going to be as a professional? 

 
LYDIA KO:  I think it will be much better. 
 


