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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  SANDRA GAL 
Thursday, November 21, 2013 
 
 
Q.  What a fantastic round of golf you played today, great start.  What was 
going through your mind when you started a round like that? 
 

SANDRA GAL:  Well, I thought this tournament was a little different than the other 

ones, so I thought I'm just going to be really aggressive and just go for everything 
because really all you want to do is win here.  Any other place it doesn't really matter 

that much.  So that's kind of the mindset I had and I think that really helped me and I 
just kept rolling in putts.  Started with six in a row, so that was kind of fun. 

 

Q.  It really was awesome to watch.  And you went a bit stale in the middle but 
you picked up again on those last couple holes.  What turned around for you on 
those last two? 
 

SANDRA GAL:  I just kept trying to get in the same mindset that I was at the 
beginning.  I think I just slowed down a bit in the middle, hit a couple good shots but it 

just got away from me, the greens kept being a little more firm than in the beginning.  

At the end I just thought keep being aggressive, keep going at the pin and roll a 
couple in and it happened, so it was good. 

 
Q.  Your coach, Gary Gilchrist, is here with you this week.  What kind of input 
has he given you to play this course?  Was there anything specific that he gave 
you to help you out here? 
 

SANDRA GAL:  We just worked on ball striking and keeping it simple.  I've been 
shaping shots a lot and I've been doing it on the range just to kind of warm up.  So 

staying away from everything that's technical and just really my warmup today, I was 
just draw, fade, draw, fade, and that's what it felt like on the course as well, especially 

with those tucked pins, so I think that was a big advantage. 

 
Q.  That's awesome.  Very well done this week and thank you very much, keep 
it going. 
 

Q.  You're still using those Gator wedges? 

 
SANDRA GAL:  I am, yeah. 

 
Q.  Have you always been this aggressive?  Have you ever taken this 
aggressive approach throughout the year?  
 

SANDRA GAL:  No, I have not.  I mean, I do occasionally but usually it's been more 

keeping it in the fairway for me and this week I just changed my strategy a bit and it 
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worked out. 

 
Q.  That driver that you had in the bag, did that kind of give you the aggressive 
mindset do you think? 
 

SANDRA GAL:  It did, yes.  It's an X2 Hot Callaway and it just came out.  I just hit a 

couple of drives I think Wednesday in the pro-am and put it in the bag and it was 
great. 

 
Q.  How many times did you get to use it today? 

 
SANDRA GAL:  Oh, I think I hit maybe two or three fairway woods off the tee and the 

rest was all drives. 

 
Q.  How does it feel to get off to the start that you did?  It was amazing the way 
that you started.  How did it feel to have things rolling the way that it was? 
 

SANDRA GAL:  It was a lot of fun.  I kept enjoying it and just wanted to see how 

many I can do in a row.  The 7th one was actually right on line and just left it a little bit 
short, but it was just a blast. 

 
Q.  And then the finish, to get those two, you were tied for the lead and then 
you knocked those last two in to take a two-stroke lead.  What was working for 
you at the end of your round? 

 

SANDRA GAL:  I just, you know, actually since those six in a row I kept reminding 
myself to be in the same mindset, to do the same things I did in the beginning, and at 

the end I just got a little bit of momentum back. 
 

Q.  How much would it mean to you to win this tournament.  Obviously you 
have the huge purse and you have the best players in the world that all had 
great seasons here, but what would it mean to you to keep this lead and win the 
tournament? 
 

SANDRA GAL:  You know, it would be wonderful.  It would be a great way to finish 
the season.  But it's the first day.  I just want to keep enjoying it out here.  It's the last 

tournament we have this year and I think I'm just really lucky to be here and to be 

doing what I do.  You know, I can't do anything but enjoy it and see what happens 
Sunday. 

 
Q.  Do you think that kind of spirit that you said it's the end of the year, I'm 
going to put it all out there, that that's going to be a huge advantage for you? 

 
SANDRA GAL:  Yeah, but I think everyone's in the same mindset.  Everyone's 

looking forward to the off season and this is a bonus to be here, so I think everyone is 
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really enjoying it.  It's beautiful out here. 

 
Q.  You're 8-under, 66 ties the tournament record.  Are you aware of that?  
 
SANDRA GAL:  No. 

 

Q.  Or 64, 66?  Whatever. 
 

Q.  64. 
 

SANDRA GAL:  That's okay. 
 

Q.  Are you aware that you just tied the tournament record?  What an amazing 
way to start out this tournament.  
 

SANDRA GAL:  Thank you.  No, I wasn't aware of it.  Out there you're just trying to 
be your best and see what happens at the end.  I didn't know that, but it's a nice thing. 

 

Q.  Is there a saying -- do you say to yourself be aggressive before every hole, 
or is there a phrase you have before, because it sounds like you kept reminding 
yourself of it? 
 

SANDRA GAL:  I wouldn't say it's a phrase, it's more like a positive feeling or a 
positive attitude about the shot that you're going to hit.  You know, you just want to go 

for it and enjoy it, you know, not be afraid of making mistakes. 

 
Q.  And have you ever had a stretch where, at any level, where you had six 
birdies in a row? 
 

SANDRA GAL:  I'm not sure.  Five might have been the max so I think I topped that 

today. 
 

Q.  How do you keep that going?  How do you keep that aggressive approach 
and make sure that you're not making any mistakes now that you have the lead 
at the same time? 
 

SANDRA GAL:  Well, I think you have to accept that you're going to make mistakes, 

so that's what I get the next few days, just do the same thing and be aggressive.  I 
decided today, once you accept that you might hit in the water, hit it in the bushes, but 

just go for it, usually it turns out better. 
 

Q.  Have any Gators -- are any Gators following you here today? 

 
SANDRA GAL:  I heard a couple German people and I'm sure there's lots of Gators.  

They might not be that flamboyant today. 


