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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  STACY LEWIS 
Wednesday, November 20, 2013 
 
 
MODERATOR:  I would like to welcome in Rolex Rankings No. 3 Stacy Lewis into the 

interview room here at CME Group Titleholders.   
 

Stacy, thanks for joining us.  Let's talk about, we're at the season finale here for the 

2013 season.  Let's take a look back at your season.  In essence a successful season 
for you by Stacy Lewis standards?  

 
STACY LEWIS:  Yeah, I don't know, I have pretty high standards.  I mean, the year's 

been really good.  I think you look back, it's got a lot of highs, definitely has a lot of 

frustrating moments, too.  I mean, to get to No. 1 in the world, win a major at 
St. Andrews, I have I think it's 18 Top 10s now, I played some really good golf, but it's 

also been frustrating at times. 
 

MODERATOR:  Just a year ago right here, you have to have a little bit of nostalgia, 
you accepted the Player of the Year award right here at Tiburon.  Talk about the 

biggest difference I guess just from this season in comparison to last season. 

 
STACY LEWIS:  I mean, I feel like I've played pretty similar to last year.  It's just 

Inbee and Suzann are also playing really good, too.  But it's been fun this year kind of 
having the three of us going back and forth.  I don't know, I almost feel like this year's 

been better than last year.  I ended up 3rd I think in the Player of the Year standings, 

so it just shows how good they've played. 
 

MODERATOR:  Talk about the consistency for you.  Every week it seems like 
whenever we talk, your goal every week is just to be in contention, to have a shot at 

winning every week.  You have 18 Top 10s, leading the Tour, very impressive.  Talk 
about how proud you are of that statistic or just achieving that goal of being in 

contention every week. 

 
STACY LEWIS:  Yeah, I mean, my goal every week teeing it up Sunday is to have a 

chance to win and I've done that 18 times this year basically.  I mean, I've back 
doored a couple Top 10s, but for the most part I've been right there having a bunch of 

chances to win.  You know, you knock on the door enough times, eventually you'll get 

there.  A few 2nds in the last couple months has been a little frustrating, but again, I'm 
doing a lot of good things so it's hard to be too upset. 

 
MODERATOR:  Is that something you really concentrate on, whether it be closing out 

events?  Like you said, you're right there in -- you have three runner-ups and one 3rd 
place this year.  Being very close, like you said, it's very frustrating.  How do you deal 

with that knowing that you were so close to four more wins?  
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STACY LEWIS:  I mean, it's hard, but you know it's not anything major, it's one putt 

here or there.  It's not you need to overhaul your swing or you need to change 
anything really.  It's just making one extra putt a round.  It's doing the little things right, 

getting up and down on easy shots and not missing greens with wedges and that's 
kind of what I'm focusing on. 

 

MODERATOR:  Now, no Player of the Year for you this year, Inbee clinched it, but 
you're leading the Vare Trophy, which is another amazing honor.  Talk about the 

end-of-the-year awards.  Are those things that really, really motivate you?  I know you 
said Player of the Year did last year.  Has Vare been something that's really on your 

mind?  
 

STACY LEWIS:  Yeah, I think especially the last few months.  I think the Vare and 

Player of the Year, you can't really look at it too much until you finish all the majors 
and then you can kind of pay attention to it.  So I've definitely been watching it I guess 

the last couple weeks and kind of watching what's going on.  I mean, Suzann's forcing 
me to play some really good golf, so I have to go out there these next few days and 

just kind of take care of myself and try not to pay attention to what she's doing. 

 
Q.  What area of your game going forward the next year do you think needs the 
most immediate attention? 
 

STACY LEWIS:  Well, I've driven the ball better this year than last year.  I mean, I 
would probably say putting is still just a little bit inconsistent.  Certain weeks it's really 

good and then other weeks it's kind of -- it's off.  I don't know.  I don't think it's 

anything major, it's just working on the little things.  Like I said, I'm hitting 75, 
76 percent of my greens, hitting a bunch of fairways.  There's not really a whole lot to 

overhaul, but it's just working on just little shots, saving one or two shots a round. 
 

Q.  Two questions.  The first one, we're at a new venue this year, kind of your 
thoughts on this course compared to last year's course? 
 

STACY LEWIS:  I like this course much better than last year.  It's better for play, it's 
better for spectators, better to get around.  It's kind of nice -- that golf course last year 

was just really goofy and really tricky, and the last tournament of the year everybody's 
kind of tired and that's not really what you want at the end of the year.  This one's a 

little bit more straightforward, but it's in great shape, good golf course.  I think it's 

going to be a second shot course where you've got to kind of position yourself on the 
right spots of the greens to have the best putt at it.  I think at the end of the day, 

whoever hits the most greens and makes the most putts is usually who's the winner. 
 

Q.  I have to ask if you are planning to actually tweet something.  I see your 
account is back.  Are you going to come back and talk on Twitter? 
 

STACY LEWIS:  The account's active but I needed a break from it, I needed to get 
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some of my privacy back and just take care of my golf right now.  I don't know.  I 

mean, we'll look at it this offseason, but I don't know. 
 

Q.  Can we tweet that? 
 

STACY LEWIS:  Sure. 

 
Q.  What did you learn from that experience? 

 
STACY LEWIS:  I mean, that was definitely one of the frustrating moments, you 

know.  I mean, a lot of people weren't there, so people didn't know what happened, 
they don't understand it, so you can't really post those kind of things when people 

don't know and it's taken out of context.  I don't know.  I mean, that's one of the 

reasons I don't like Twitter is in 140 characters you can't say all you need to say and 
that's the one thing I don't like about it.  

 
MODERATOR:  I want to ask you about last week with Lexi, going head to head with 

her.  She's had two wins in the last couple starts for her.  Talk about her future and 

kind of how dangerous she is coming down the stretch, she's gotten her putting 
together.  Everybody says once she gets her putting down, she's going to be on fire.  

Solheim Cup teammate as well.  Talk about her development as a pro and where you 
see her going. 

 
STACY LEWIS:  Yeah, I said that at Solheim Cup.  After playing with her a couple 

practice rounds and a match together, I said as soon as she figures out her putting, 

she's going to be unbelievable because she's the best -- hands down the best ball 
striker on Tour.  And for her length, it's unbelievable how straight she hits it for her 

length.  I knew I was going to be in trouble on that golf course with her that final round 
because the par 5s there, it was wet, she could just -- she carried me by 40 yards and 

I had no chance.  So I knew I needed to have a couple shots on her getting to 18, and 

unfortunately she made some great putts at the end and I didn't. 
 

MODERATOR:  You've always been one to say, you know, carry the American flag 
for women's golf and she kind of hopefully will be taking a little bit of ease off of you.  

Is that something that you really look forward to, having her move up the rankings?  I 
think she's 2nd behind you in International Crown points.  What are your thoughts on 

that?  

 
STACY LEWIS:  Yeah, I think we need more young Americans playing well and 

Lexi's one of those people that she draws fans in, people want to come watch her hit 
a golf ball.  I mean, I like to watch her hit a golf ball, I get why people want to watch.  

She's somebody that can kind of help take this Tour to the next level.  So I love it, I 

love to see -- you know, she's coming into her own, she's growing up and kind of 
figuring things out and it's good to see. 
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Q.  How do you think Lydia's going to do as a professional, particularly with the 
schedule and traveling and that kind of thing? 
 

STACY LEWIS:  You know, I think she's in for a little bit of a shock because it's a little 
different playing -- you know, I played on some sponsor exemptions and Michelle did 

it, and it's different playing every single week than just getting ready for one week of 

three or four.  I'll be interested to see how she manages her game.  I don't think she'll 
play a full schedule, but I hope she kind keeps her schedule back and is still allowed 

to be a kid a little bit.  I think she's going to have a few probably growing pains just 
learning how to manage your game from week to week, how to learn every golf 

course.  You have to learn all the golf courses.  Your first year when you're actually a 
full-time member is tough. 

 

Q.  Do you remember, Stacy, when you first played the Kraft as an amateur 
when you got out there, how much time you're allowed to give yourself to get 
out there to see the course, or did you still have some time to spend in the 
library at Arkansas? 

 

STACY LEWIS:  I was still in school.  I think when I played the Kraft that year I think I 
was playing in Georgia's tournament the week before I went to Kraft, so I just got out 

there I think Sunday night or Monday before, the Monday of the week. 
 

Q.  Stacy, you talked a little bit about the frustration of being runner-up, but as 
competitive as you are, are you able to also look at this whole year with all your 
Top 10s and say almost every week you were able to put yourself in position to 
win and maybe that overrides the frustration of not winning? 
 

STACY LEWIS:  I mean, I always want to win, that's my goal.  But yeah, I think we 
were -- I was sitting in the airport, I was flying here after Mexico and I knew I had a 

bunch of Top 10s in a row.  So I was looking on my phone with my caddie and it had 

been nine straight Top 10s, and the last one I think I hadn't made a Top 10 was the 
U.S. Open, so that kind of put it in perspective for me that finishing 2nd isn't so bad.  

To go that long playing as good as I am and just some weeks maybe not playing well 
but still getting the ball in the hole, that's kind of something that I pride myself on. 

 
Q.  What was it like to watch Inbee have that, you know, the majors and bring 
that kind of attention and just -- and the British Open itself, to have that kind of 
attention and coverage? 
 

STACY LEWIS:  Yeah, I think Inbee winning three majors, I think it's the story of the 
year and I don't think she definitely has not gotten the time and the press that she 

deserves for it.  On the men's side if that happens, I think that's all anybody's talking 

about all year long and I think it's kind of been overlooked a little bit.  From a player's 
side, you're kind of in awe, like how does somebody do that.  Once you win one, then 

there's more pressure on the next one, and to do it again, it's just unbelievable.  I 
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think she won Player of the Year in July or whenever at the -- as soon as she won the 

U.S. Open I think she was Player of the Year no matter what anybody else did the 
rest of the year. 

 
Q.  I know it's sort of happenstance that it happened like this, but the Tour talks 
a lot about its global nature and if you look at the three top players this year, 
it's an American, a European and a Korean player.  What does that say in terms 
of just how global it is to have that much success but spread out among three 
people that are from completely different parts of the world? 
 

STACY LEWIS:  I think that's the biggest indication right there is we've got this 
International Crown coming up and you've got three areas of the world represented in 

the top three players in the world.  I think you look at the Top 10 in the rankings, 

we've got pretty much everywhere covered.  We've said it for a long time that's why 
we go and play all over Asia, that's we go to Canada, we go to Australia.  That's why 

we go there, it's because our players are from there.  You know, that's what our talent 
shows and that's where we go. 

 

Q.  We got a sense listening to Inbee that she didn't feel like Player of the Year 
over the last month or so. 
 
STACY LEWIS:  The last few months, yeah. 

 
Q.  A lot of stress, etc.  And we have you with your 50 Top 10s in a row and 
your British Open title at St. Andrews, etc., and the word "frustration."  Do you 
almost need the end of the year for, I don't know if the word is reset but just for 
the time to take stock and realize, hey, this wasn't a bad year, it was a pretty 
good year? 
 

STACY LEWIS:  Yeah, I think Inbee's probably ready for the end of the year just to 

kind of -- I think when she looks back on the year, she's going to say wow, look what I 
did in just a few months.  It's nice to see that she was human though at least and kind 

of -- I know she was busy, she was running around everywhere.  Maybe she 
needed -- at the end of the year she took some time for herself and her game 

suffered, but to me it doesn't matter.  I'm ready for the offseason.  I think you need the 
time to kind of look back and say look at the good things you did because sometimes 

the frustrating things seem to override all those good things you do. 

 
MODERATOR:  Any big offseason plans?  Anything special on the books?  

 
STACY LEWIS:  No, just putting the golf clubs away for a few weeks. 

 

MODERATOR:  I was going to say is it usually two to three weeks, no clubs?  
 

STACY LEWIS:  Well, I'm going to play in Dubai in a couple weeks and that will be 
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my last one this year and then the clubs won't be touched until at least after 

Christmas. 
 

MODERATOR:  Nice, well deserved. 
 

Q.  What do you call a dream vacation? 

 
STACY LEWIS:  A dream vacation?  Being at my house, being at my own house. 

 
Q.  At your own house, what would you call a dream vacation? 

 
STACY LEWIS:  A dream vacation at my own house would be to wake up in my own 

bed, have breakfast at my house, maybe go to the beach for the day and then have 

my dinner at my house, not go out anywhere. 
 

Q.  Are you cooking or -- 
 

STACY LEWIS:  I'm not a big cook, but when you're home for four days at a time it's 

hard to justify going to the store and buying food. 
 

MODERATOR:  A lot of Lean Cuisines?  
 

STACY LEWIS:  Maybe, yeah. 
 

Q.  What's the most time you're on the road? 

 
STACY LEWIS:  I was home for two weeks around Evian and that was the first time I 

had been home for two weeks since before Australia.  The schedule in the middle of 
the year's really tough just because I want to support the events in the United States 

so that's kind of something we have to do.  But I took two weeks, I didn't play Korea 

or Taiwan so I had a three-week break there and it was definitely needed because 
I've come to these last few events with a lot more energy. 

 
Q.  What did you cook? 

 
STACY LEWIS:  I didn't really cook that much.  I need to learn how to cook. 

 

MODERATOR:  All right, thanks for coming in.   
 


