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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  LYDIA KO 
Wednesday, November 20, 2013 
 
 
MODERATOR:  Good morning everybody, thank you so much for being here at the 
CME Group Titleholders.  My name's Kraig Kann.  It is a pleasure to welcome for the 
first time in this field and also the first time as a professional, Lydia Ko.  Let's start 
with that, good morning. 
 
LYDIA KO:  Good morning. 
 
KRAIG KANN:  Nice to have you here, but as a professional no less.  How did you 
come to that decision back in October?  
 
LYDIA KO:  Well, this year I played pretty much all professional events apart from 
one, so that was kind of a start to that decision making.  Yeah, I was pretty proud with 
the way I played the last couple of months, so yeah, we just talked over it with my 
mom and my dad and we came up with that decision. 
 
KRAIG KANN:  Was there a specific thing that told you yes, this is the right time, 
perhaps the runner-up finish at Evian or anything else?  
 
LYDIA KO:  No, not really, no.  Some people around me said, oh, you should just 
turn pro after your win at the Canadian Open, but at that moment I thought it was just 
another surprise week and I kind of wanted some more proof.  Second place at Evian 
definitely helped me with making the decision. 
 
KRAIG KANN:  Now, there aren't that many young players or players maybe a little 
bit older than you, Lydia, that would announce turning professional via YouTube.  
Share with us a little bit of that story and the rugby tie-in from New Zealand. 
 
 
LYDIA KO:  Originally Izzy and I became ambassadors for the Love Golf Campaign, 
the New Zealand golf membership.  We were going to do a little clip like what we did 
to I guess show the world about New Zealand and golf in New Zealand.  When I said I 
wanted to turn pro to the people back at New Zealand Golf, they thought it would be a 
good idea to kind of link those two together.  I was really happy to do it with Izzy, he's 
a super nice guy and obviously very talented at what he does.  It was really good, and 
I saw that there were over a hundred thousand viewers and I really didn't expect that. 
 
KRAIG KANN:  A hundred thousand viewers.  Production value was pretty high.  This 
wasn't just shot on your iPhone, this was well put together. 
 
LYDIA KO:  Yeah, with some of the most expensive cameras I saw what they were 
using and I was planning to buy that soon.  
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KRAIG KANN:  Let me segue into 2014.  If you have questions, please raise your 
hand and we'll get a microphone to you.  In 2014 not only will you play as a 
professional but you have membership status on the LPGA.  Mike Whan has 
accepted your petition for membership.  And I know you can't comment on the 
specifics of the conversation you might have had with Mike, but share with us the 
reaction.  Were you surprised, and how much are you looking to joining this Tour full 
time next year? 
  
 
LYDIA KO:  I think I just finished my physio session and I was going home and I was 
pretty relaxed and I got my phone call.  Yeah, I was just super excited to hear the 
words "yes."  I was really excited and I didn't know really what to think.  I had kind of a 
mental breakdown but in a good way. 
 
KRAIG KANN:  A mental breakdown.  Let's take some questions.  Randall Mel over 
here on the left.  We'll get a microphone to Randall. 
 
Q.  Lydia, can you tell us what the differences are between being an amateur 
and a pro so far, especially arriving at a tournament? 
 
LYDIA KO:  I think the biggest thing was when you go through customs and they 
check your passport and they ask why you're here, I said I'm going to play golf over 
here, and the guy said, oh, are you a professional?  I was like, yeah, I am, just turned 
professional.  So that was the biggest thing.  I never said that before.  I think playing 
the pro-am yesterday kind of started my week saying I'm officially professional now. 
 
Q.  Lydia, I'm curious if you know what the first place prize is this week, and if 
so, what kind of impact that might have on you as things heat up this week? 
 
LYDIA KO:  I wasn't that interested, and then my mom I think looked it up and she 
said it was like $500,000 last year and then it's gone higher this year and I said, oh, 
so people who don't come first will get less money then.  I was thinking about the 
other way than thinking about first place. 
 
KRAIG KANN:  $700,000 to the winner here this week.  You're playing with Jessica 
Korda and Michelle Wie in round number one.  That's probably a pretty comfortable 
pairing for you. 
 
LYDIA KO:  Yeah, I don't think I've played with Jess before in tournament, but I've 
played with Michelle a couple times this year.  When I don't get paired with her, I'm 
quite surprised because I get paired with her quite often.  They're very nice players 
but they're also long hitters, too, so I guess I've got to pace myself and just hit to my 
distance.  
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Q.  Lydia, I know you've played so many professional events, but after turning 
pro can you talk a little bit about the learning curve that you think you're going 
to be on as a professional? 
 
LYDIA KO:  Yeah, as my rookie year next year I think that will be the year where I 
learn the most.  Being a professional and being an amateur is totally different and 
next year I'll have to learn a lot.  And this year I think I only played one or two 
tournaments back to back, so that's a whole different thing where I need to play three 
or four weeks in a row and only a one-week break.  Next year, well, obviously I need 
to perform well, but it's more about learning and getting more experience. 
 
KRAIG KANN:  Speaking of learning, you've been spending some time working on 
schoolwork over the last couple weeks.  Can you share what's been going on and 
how perhaps that's been a help for you with everything else going on turning pro 
playing in this event getting ready for '14. 
 
 
LYDIA KO:  I had a couple exams, I don't know if they went well or not.  I saw the 
other guys' photography assignment and theirs looked way much better than mine, 
and I heard that the best result grade you can get is A, so I'm pretty worried about 
mine.  I want to take that next year, too, and you need to be a certain grade to do it 
next year.  It's helped me to kind of get my mind off golf and get my mind off the 
whole pro thing.  That's been a huge help.  I couldn't practice as much as I wanted to 
because of the studies, so I guess it's a balance. 
 
Q.  You mentioned Michelle and she went through this whole process a few 
years ago as a high profile teenager coming through.  How has she helped you 
in this process of coming out? 
 
LYDIA KO:  When I put the YouTube up and Twitter and everything, a lot of the 
players were very supportive.  Yeah, she's still very young and she started young.  In 
a couple years' time I'll be in a position like her.  Yeah, I really look up to her.  I 
haven't had that much chance to talk in depth with players.   
 
Q.  Lydia, strictly from golf terms, not just adjusting to being a pro but as a 
golfer, what do you feel like is the strongest part of your game right now and 
what in the next year are things you're most wanting to concentrate on 
becoming stronger? 
 
LYDIA KO:  I think my strongest part is drive off the tee.  I don't think I miss that 
many fairways, which is good because I'm in a better position to have a better 
opportunity to make birdie or similar score.  Sometimes people say, oh, what's wrong 
with your putting and so on.  Actually I was putting at home and this little boy said, oh, 
you're not putting good these days.  And I thought oh, that's sad.  But yeah, I think 
putting, it may not be my best part of my game but I think it's the part where I've had 
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the most improvement the last couple months. 
 
MODERATOR:  Little boy, what constitutes a little boy for you, how old?  
 
LYDIA KO:  He's only like eight.   
 
Q.  Lydia, go back to school for a minute.  This photography exam thing that 
you turned in, what was your project and how did you pick it? 
 
LYDIA KO:  It was five times three, three times five, our exams.  So 15 hours total 
and we got the exam paper before so we did three boards outside and three boards 
inside, and we also do an analysis and stuff.  Yeah, but I took photography and 
English exam, but they're both subjects where I can't really study for it so I guess I 
just prepared myself. 
 
Q.  I don't understand the boards outside and inside. 
 
LYDIA KO:  Like inside the exams are like a controlled test, we do three boards, and 
outside we just do an in class or at home. 
 
Q.  The commissioner told me had a chance to look at the schedule.  I don't 
know if you've had a chance to look at the schedule, but have you thought 
about how many events you want to take part in next season? 
 
LYDIA KO:  Yeah, I did get to look at the draft of the schedule.  We haven't really 
planned the whole thing out, but we're kind of trying to take it step by step from the 
start of the year.  I think the first one is Bahamas and I'm playing in the New Zealand 
Open as well and that's the week after.  We're trying to get that planned first and then 
do the rest of the year because there's tournaments like Thailand and Singapore, I 
think you need to be specially invited or exempt to play. 
 
KRAIG KANN:  With regard to your schedule, what did you feel like you learned in 
2013 and what would be the most important thing for you in 2014?  You made a lot of 
cuts.  Is it major championships, is it numbers of victories, is it just getting your feet 
wet, getting to know more players, what types of things are on your mind?  
 
LYDIA KO:  Apart from Evian, all the other Majors this year, I felt like I could have 
done much better.  I kind of came off the Majors slightly feeling disappointed and 
feeling like I could have done a little better than what I did, so hopefully Majors -- 
when I saw my statistics, I had more doubles and triples than any other player, so 
that's not good.  Making a bogey is average, but making double or triple is definitely 
not helping the score card.  When I saw the big difference in Evian is when I didn't 
make doubles I was way up in the position, so that was a big key.  Because a lot of 
the tournaments here are in warm, hot conditions, I've just got to not overdo practice, 
especially on the week and kind of pace myself.   
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Q.  Just curious, turning pro at such a young age, is there any part of being a 
normal teenager that you're kind of bummed you might miss out on in this new 
life? 
 
LYDIA KO:  I don't think so.  I missed out on a lot of stuff from a couple years ago, so 
nothing's really changed.  I don't think I've had a big birthday party in ages or gone to 
one.  Yeah, you know, those Friday movie nights or normal teenager things, I kind of 
missed that many years ago.  But when I'm on Tour actually I get more time to go to 
the movies and watch the movies I wanted to watch back at home. 
 
Q.  Lydia, following up on that, you sort of live in a world of adults a lot of the 
time now, people who are a lot older than you.  How have you sort of adjusted 
to that, whether it be playing a pro-am with adults or playing with a lot of adults, 
and then how much time do you get to spend with kids your age? 
 
LYDIA KO:  I pretty much, you know, when I'm with people that are my age, they're 
probably at school because even at my golf club they're most of the time way older 
than me or slightly younger, so it's not really the same age criteria.  Yeah, I haven't 
done a certain thing to like be more mature, but I think just being around people older 
than me, it kind of happens automatically without me trying to do it.  But yeah, I can't 
act like a 16-year-old when I'm here with 20, 30-year-olds because that doesn't make 
sense.  I've just got to learn to be more mature. 
 
Q.  Hi, Lydia.  I see last week I think you were named Time Magazine as one of 
the world's most powerful teenagers.  That must have had everyone at home 
very excited.  Did you see the magazine and did your mom maybe pick up a 
copy and put it up on the wall or something?  
 
LYDIA KO:  I didn't see the magazine itself, but I got a lot of tweets from people 
saying I was one of the most influential teenagers.  And they said girls are more 
influential than boys as well.  And I saw that number one was Lorde, and she's 
another New Zealander, so I'm sure pretty sure the people back at home are very 
excited.  Some people say you got picked off by Lorde, but she's done great.  She got 
billboard number one for Royals, that was a great song.  I don't even know why I'm 
there to be honest.  I don't know what I've really done.  I've just done the things I love 
to do. 
 
KRAIG KANN:  Well, we can hand you a sheet about what you've accomplished 
when we get done with the press conference.  You've done quite a few things.  You 
mentioned that you've kind of felt really comfortable out there with some players and 
kind of growing into this role.  I think you're blessed by the fact that the players have 
really embraced you.  Who have you sought out on the Tour to maybe ask some 
questions about what it's like out here?  
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LYDIA KO:  I don't think it's one certain player, it's just about where I want to live in 
the future or what I want to do, decision making.  I've been asking different players, 
even some of the LPGA staff, rules officials.  So I don't think there's one certain 
player, but I guess when I get to know the players much better, then I can talk to them 
more comfortably.  I respect them so much so I don't want to kind of put them off. 
 
KRAIG KANN:  Is there any one player that's made a big impact on you in your short 
time?  
 
LYDIA KO:  Well, I hang around a lot with Danielle Kang because I wasn't a member 
last year and I'm still not right now, but when I'm just most of the time, some of the 
time in tournaments the only amateur or the only person there, I sometimes felt lonely 
but having her it kind of made life easier and playing on the Tour more fun because I 
knew I had a friend there where I can kind of lean against her.  Yeah, it was quite cool 
to have someone that I can talk to. 
 
Q.  Lydia, you tweeted out about meeting Phil Mickelson at Callaway.  Can you 
tell us, where are you on equipment deals?  Are you shopping for equipment 
deals?  What's going on there?  And I have a follow-up after that.  
 
LYDIA KO:  Sponsorship and management wise we're in a good progress in making 
the final decision, but yeah, we haven't signed anything at the moment.  And 
especially equipment wise, I'm just pretty much testing all these different types of 
clubs.  I've had a couple changes in my bag at the moment, but I guess right now it's 
where I get to test and see which clubs do suit me.  And if I have to change, 
something that is quite close to what I have right now. 
 
Q.  That was my follow-up.  How the progress was in searching for a manager 
and just endorsement deals in general, what your approach is to that. 
 
LYDIA KO:  A lot of that stuff my mom and my dad does, so they tell me not to 
concentrate about money, management, sponsors and everything.  I've been trying to 
concentrate on my game itself and my mom would be able to answer that question 
much better than me. 
 
Q.  Lydia, have you guys figured out where you're going to be based from in the 
United States and what led to that decision? 
 
LYDIA KO:  Yeah, like when we looked at the schedule, we thought we might need a 
base here in the States because it's always way too far to go back home, especially 
for a week off.  We're looking Florida and Texas and a couple other places there's no 
income tax, I'll try to go there.  Phil mentioned that one of the biggest mistakes was 
staying after college where the taxes are quite high.  So I'm trying to stay in a low 
place.  I don't have any money yet.  Yeah, well, I talked to Brittany Lang yesterday 
about Texas, Dallas and that area because she's originally from there and I talked to 
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Janet, one of the head officials.  Yeah, we're just making decisions, but I think it's too 
early to make a final decision on that as well. 
 
KRAIG KANN:  Make sure that management company has a good tax accountant so 
you'll be straight with that. 
 
 
Q.  What else did Phil stay about taxes? (Laughter)  How old do you feel?  Do 
you still feel young, and how many more years until you think you'll feel old? 
 
LYDIA KO:  Well, like Michelle yesterday, she tweeted saying excited to play with 
me, and I said excited to play with her, and she wrote the hash tag I feel old and I 
said you're not old really.  I don't know what age I feel like.  I don't think there needs 
to be like a number age thing.  I am 16, but there's no certain age where I feel like 
when I'm home I feel younger than what I'm out on the course. 
 
Q.  Two questions here.  First of all, do you have your driver's license yet? 
 
LYDIA KO:  No.  I'm a crazy driver. 
 
Q.  Off the course or on the course? 
 
LYDIA KO:  Off the course.  On the course I'm okay.  That's my strength. 
 
Q.  The other thing I was wondering is how you think you're going to balance 
being a teenager, being a professional golfer, and establishing your 
independence. 
 
LYDIA KO:  To me golf is the number one priority.  I played it for the last 11 years 
and I'll do that for many more years to come.  Yeah, I am going to miss some stuff, 
but when you don't do stuff at the end of the day you'll get something in the end, 
which is a good thing.  Not only me, but the support team back in New Zealand and 
my family, they've been working hard, so I don't want to let them down.  I'm just trying 
my best now to be more grown up and be a good professional. 
 
Q.  Just curious, what's the best course you've ever played and what's the one 
course you would love to play? 
 
LYDIA KO:  Well, there are some really great courses back at home in Queenstown, 
The Hills, Jack's Point, they're amazing and when I played them I didn't feel like I was 
in New Zealand anymore, it felt like I was in a golf wonderland.  In the States I was 
really impressed about Cypress Point, it's one of the most amazing golf courses I've 
ever seen with all the seals and the water.  That was amazing.  I don't know what 
course I would want to play, but I guess Augusta, it's one of the greatest golf courses 
there.  One back at home, Kraig Heatley, he's I think one of the -- 
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Q.  We know him.  
 
LYDIA KO:   -- media, you guys obviously know him, he said he would love me to 
come there once and I said of course, just call me and I'll be there. 
 
Q.  What golfer out here are you most looking forward to playing with that you 
haven't played with yet? 
 
LYDIA KO:  Pretty much all -- everybody's ticked off apart from I think Inbee Park, 
she's world number one at the moment and I haven't had a chance to play with her in 
a practice round or an official round, so hopefully I'll be able to play with her 
sometime, but I think I'll be really nervous to play with her.  She's the kind of player 
who's really cruisy and really relaxed, so I think it will be pretty exciting when I get an 
opportunity to play with her. 
 
KRAIG KANN:  Did you say cruisy?  
 
LYDIA KO:  Cruisy, very relaxed.  Some people, you know, some people say she's 
too relaxed, she doesn't seem in it, but I think that's kind of a positive for her.  She's 
confident in what she does.  That's something I want to be.  I want to be cruisy. 
 
KRAIG KANN:  Seeing as how I see no further questions, we do have one right up 
here in the front.  This will be our final question then we'll wrap it up. 
 
Q.  Are you bilingual?  Do you speak and understand Korean well, and if so, do 
you help communicate with the Korean players in their native language?  
Obviously you grew up in New Zealand but do you speak Korean as well? 
 
LYDIA KO:  Yeah, I speak full Korean.  When I see a Korean person, I say hello, 
yeah, because obviously my background is Korean and my dad actually doesn't 
speak English, so I speak the most Korean with him.  When I actually see a Korean 
player like So Yeon or anyone, I say So Yeon-unni, without saying just So Yeon, it 
kind of feels weird not saying the unni part which kind of means sister, but not being 
related that's what you say to somebody a couple years older.  Yeah, I feel 
comfortable speaking both languages, sometimes the hard words in Korean I don't 
understand. 
 
KRAIG KANN:  Now you're a professional, soon to be a member of the LPGA in 
2014.  This is kind of your hello world moment, if you will.  We've heard that 
statement once or twice.  What do you want to be remembered for way down in the 
future, what do you want to be remembered for, what impact do you hope to make for 
the LPGA and women's golf? 
 
LYDIA KO:  Being out there, I want to be remembered like Annika or Lorena, they did 
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so much for the LPGA, for the women's game.  They were such great players, that's 
just going out there and kind of being ambitious.  One of the big things is I want to be 
known quite well to the spectators for being very nice and very friendly.  I obviously 
want to be the world best golfer in the future, but just I think personality wise is 
actually quite important to me. 
 
KRAIG KANN:  Well, you started this year as the sensation and a sensational year 
for you.  Congratulations on all you've accomplished.  Top 5 in the Rolex women's 
world rankings right now, best of luck this week and best of luck in 2014. 
 
LYDIA KO:  Thank you. 
 


