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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  INBEE PARK  
Wednesday, November 20, 2013 
 
 
MODERATOR:  Good afternoon, everyone.  We would like to welcome Rolex 

Rankings No. 1, Inbee Park, into the interview room.  Thank you so much for joining 
us today.  We've made it to the season finale of the 2013 season and it's been quite 

an impressive year for you.  Last week at the Lorena Ochoa Invitational you clinched 

Rolex Player of the Year honors, becoming the first ever South Korean player to do 
that.  What has this year overall been like for you and what was it like last week to 

finally see that goal I know that you had of winning that award come true? 
 

INBEE PARK:  Yeah, this year has been my dream come true pretty much because it 

has been the best season I had so far.  There's too many things that I achieved this 
year, three major wins, a total of six wins this year and Player of the Year award.  

Yeah, it's been just the best season I've had so far, especially, you know, the Player 
of the Year award has been my main goal this year and that has been my main goal 

for my career.  I have finally done that.  As the first Korean, that just feels so great.  
It's tough to believe that nobody's ever done that before as a Korean and it's always 

feeling very lucky and it's feeling great to become the first one on anything.  I've done 

a lot of first things, I've done a lot of firsts this year, so it definitely feels very good and 
this season's going to be so memorable.  There's a lot to look at my Christmastime 

with family and looking forward to the time off. 
 

MODERATOR:  I was looking on Twitter right after you clinched Player of the Year 

and I saw a lot of congratulatory messages.  How many text messages and emails 
did you get from people after you clinched that honor, and was there one that really 

stuck out for you?  
 

INBEE PARK:  I mean, everyone of them is very important, every one of them's been 
very sweet for me.  I didn't win last week, I finished 4th, but it felt like I won last week 

because I was so busy with all the Korean interviews.  After I finished playing even in 

the room, just phone interviews nonstop.  I feel very good, but at the same time it felt 
a little bit weird because I didn't win the tournament but it felt like it was the 7th win.  It 

is very important.  It's one of my favorite moments of this year actually.  My third 
straight major win at U.S. Open and last week when I finished off the Player of the 

Year award has probably been the two greatest moments that I had this year, so it's a 

special memory.   
 

I was very stressed about the Player of the Year award after the U.S. Open since it 
was getting closer and closer, because at first I had the huge lead and I thought it 

was mine.  After that it was just getting closer and closer, I became more anxious.  I 
think I was just so stressed about it I just didn't want to think about it anymore this 

week.  That was main reason I really wanted to finish it off last week.  Looks like 

everybody on the Tour is having so much fun at this end-of-year events because 
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there's no cut and we travel all around the world and there's greatest events of the 

year.  Yeah, it felt like I couldn't really enjoy the time because there was a lot of titles, 
there's something I really wanted to achieve, but yeah, this week I can really enjoy 

myself and enjoy the end-of-year schedule. 
 

MODERATOR:  One of those celebrations we have going on this week is our Rolex 

Awards celebration on Friday night where you'll get to accept that award.  Have you 
started thinking about the speech already and what that's going to be like?  

 
INBEE PARK:  Yeah, it would have been great if I had more time to prepare for it.  I 

thought I would have about a month actually, but Suzann really pushed hard and she 
played great in the last few events.  Yeah, she didn't give me much time to prepare 

for it.  And English is my second language, so I need to work probably twice harder 

than all the girls whose English is first language.  Yeah, I'm trying to have some time 
to prepare for it and I'm trying to do my best. 

 
MODERATOR:  I'm sure it will be a great speech and it will be a heartfelt one as well.  

Questions for Inbee? 

 
Q.  With all this stress, why do you think you were able to play so well last 
week?  
 

INBEE PARK:  I think last week I really tried to free myself and it was almost coming 
to the end, I only had two tournaments left.  Suzann still had to play so good to beat 

me.  I tried to tell myself that I can do it.  Over last two, three months I think I was just 

thinking about how Suzann was playing.  I was thinking so much about what ifs.  I 
tried not to do that last week and just tried to enjoy a little bit more.  I just kept telling 

myself that it's going to be over after this week, it's going to be over after this week, 
you're going to be free next week.  I just kept trying to think positive.   

 

I think that my swing, my ball striking skills really improved over the last two weeks 
where I took some time off in Korea and I worked a little bit on my swing.  I felt a lot 

more confident on my swing and I was hitting the ball so good last week, so I was 
able to score well. 

 
Q.  Inbee, I know you can't win every week, but after the Women's British Open, 
after the buildup and the stress of trying to go for the Grand Slam was over 
with, you didn't play as well.  Was there an emotional letdown or what was 
going on? 

 
INBEE PARK:  I think that's, yeah, the main reason was I think I was just getting 

more anxious.  I win six tournaments already.  The Grand Slam wasn't in my goal of 

what I want to achieve this year, but that just became my goal.  I don't know why it 
became my goal.  I think a lot of people just made it become my goal.  My goal was 

just to be happier than last year, that's all I really asked for.  I think I was just getting 
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more anxious and wanting more and more since I achieved more.  I think that's been 

the main reason that I couldn't play as well, and trying to put too much pressure on 
me. 

 
Q.  In that two-month stretch where you won the three majors, can you describe 
what that was like as far as were you in the zone, were you anxious as you went 
from event to event?  What were just some of your emotions as you were going 
through those two months? 

 
INBEE PARK:  Back then I didn't really think about how many wins I want to have or 

what I want to achieve.  I pretty much had no goal back then.  I think that is why I was 
able to play good because I just wanted to play week by week, not by the stats, not by 

the numbers.  I just wanted to be happier.  I think that's really the main reason I 

played well, I think, really. 
 

Q.  You played on instinct basically? 
 

INBEE PARK:  My game was gradually getting better since last year and everything 

really came together and I was just putting so good earlier in the year.  But at the end 
of the year I'm not putting as good as earlier in the year, I think that's been why my 

score has been a bit higher.  Because maybe I made so many putts earlier in the 
year, maybe they're averaging it out this last half of the season. 

 
Q.  Inbee, I'm just wondering how this year, all the attention you've gotten, all 
that you've experienced, how it's changed you as a person?  What have you 
learned about yourself? 
 

INBEE PARK:  I think I am still learning.  There is always not enough time to learn, I 
think.  I really don't think I'll get used to living -- I don't think I'll ever get used to living 

a superstar life.  It's really hard.  There's a lot of tough parts about it.  You can't go 

outside without makeup or you can't just -- especially in Korea a lot of people 
recognize me like even going to dinners.  It's just tough to stand and think that 

everybody's watching you.  It just feels so weird still.  I'm still not used to it.  I'm trying 
to get there and trying to play well under the pressures and under the circumstances, 

but yeah, I still need more time to prepare for it.  I think I'm slowly getting there. 
 

Q.  What was the strangest thing that happened to you in Korea in terms of a 
fan coming up to you? 
 

INBEE PARK:  I think probably like everything has been, you know, strange for me 
because I didn't really expect any of that.  Whenever I go to restaurants, like the main 

chef come out and cooking for me and he's asking me how the food is.  I get like VIP 

service wherever I go, so it's weird. 
 

Q.  Did he ask for any tips on putting? 
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INBEE PARK:  Yeah, sometimes they ask for a lesson, that's for sure. 
 

Q.  Inbee, golf sort of benefits sometimes from rivalries and Suzann had this 
great push at the end of the year.  I know probably personally you guys are 
friends, but do you see the two of you even next year sort of in a rivalry for the 
No. 1 spot and does that motivate you? 
 

INBEE PARK:  Yeah, I mean, of course I think it's always nice to have a competitor 
behind or in front of you to have a goal or trying to play better than somebody.  I think 

it's always nice to have a rival.  Especially this year Stacy and Suzann have been 
very good competitors for me and they really pushed me to play better.  I think if it 

wasn't for them, I don't think I'll be able to achieve what I achieved so far because 

they made me realize how much I really wanted to stand here.  So yeah, that's 
definitely.   

 
But honestly, I don't really want to think about Suzann or Stacy next year anymore 

because I've been thinking about them so much this year.  But it has been happening 

like that same because last year I thought about Stacy, I mean, like I watched Stacy 
playing so much and I thought maybe this year I'm not going to think about her as 

much as last year, but this year has been the same.  Hopefully next year I can play 
good golf and I can be myself. 

 
Q.  Lydia Ko described you as a cruisy player.  One, would you agree with that, 
and two, how would you describe her as a player? 

 
INBEE PARK:  Yeah, I mean, I have a lot of nicknames, I got a lot of nicknames this 

year, even I'm emotionless silent assassin, all these different names.  I think they 
mean all the same, that you get your job done without making unnecessary mess and 

being quiet on the course and you do your work.  I really like my nicknames.  I think if 

you try to think in a positive way, I think you can always make it positive. 
 

I think Lydia Ko is a great player.  She proved herself that she can play out here, 
that's for sure.  She's No. 5 in the world and as an amateur, that's in history.  If she 

feels good about the game, why not turn pro.  I really like her decision.  She's proven 
that she can do it on the golf course.  She just needs to probably handle herself just 

outside the golf course a little bit better, a little bit -- she probably going to learn a little 

bit more once she come out here.  Yeah, I think it's going to be a fun road for her. 
 

Q.  Yesterday Na Yeon Choi, she was mentioning how the two of you grew up 
and talked a lot together.  Do you remember those conversations and do you 
remember the goals or dreams that the two of you talked about at all? 

 
INBEE PARK:  Yeah, I think I always wanted to -- because we played together as 

elementary school kids and I think I always wanted to hit the ball like her and she 
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probably wanted to putt like me.  We always watched each other and trying to take 

the good side of each other and trying to learn from each other starting elementary 
school.   

 
It's actually very nice to see all the players that I played in elementary school are here 

together on the LPGA Tour.  We were just little kids from the same area, like close 

area just outside Seoul and we played in local tournaments together but we're here 
on LPGA Tour together, like I.K. Kim, Na Yeon Choi, Song-Hee Kim, So Yeon Ryu.  

There's so many of them that played junior golf together and we are here together.  
We grew up together, we played golf together and we teached each other together.  

We pretty much, yeah, everything we did together, probably same road.  
 

MODERATOR:  That group, your age group, the group of girls that you say are on 

Tour together were Se Ri's kids really and you guys watched what Se Ri did out there 
on the golf course and what an impact she had on you.   

 
Now seeing the stardom that you've reached in Korea, have you talked to Se Ri at all, 

what that was like for her when she kind of became that icon in South Korea and what 

it was like to deal with all that pressure that gets put upon you when you accomplish 
so many great things and the whole country's watching?  

 
INBEE PARK:  I didn't get to have a deep talk with her, but yeah, she did give me 

some advice about what I should do.  I think she just told me I need to separate 
things that I need to do and that I don't need to do.  There was a lot more things that 

she taught me but I really don't remember all of it at the moment.   

 
It's definitely there was golf boom and a lot of the people watched Se Ri and grew up 

and got here.  I really think that we now need more golf boom in Korea.  I mean, it is 
already big, but after Se Ri there hasn't been one superstar and I think it's really time 

to give all the young Korean golfers something to look at, like a role model to look at.   

 
You know, like for example, like the Player of the Year, they probably didn't know the 

Player of the Year and how important that was until now, but now I probably made 
them realize what it was and it is like the best award that -- best female golfer in one 

year achieved this award.  All those things that I think our shoulders get heavier and 
heavier, all the Se Ri kids because we need to show them what Se Ri did.  So yeah, 

we're trying to get there. 

 
Q.  You had success as a teenager and then you had that period where you 
struggled a little bit.  We see Lydia now at 16, she's already won twice, but now 
she's going to be a pro.  What do you think is the hardest thing when you're a 
teenager to adjust to as a professional golfer? 

 
INBEE PARK:  I actually was, I think when I came on the Tour as a teenager, I came 

when I was 18.  So as a teenager I thought probably I am the best player in the world 



tee-scripts.com 
   

6 

and you come out here and everybody's as good as you or even better.  It just took a 

while for me to realize that there is much more great golfers than me and I still need 
to learn a lot more.   

 
I think that's what Lydia's going to probably experience.  She's going to have her 

good times and she's going to have her bad times.  She has a long, long career in 

front of her.  She's going to have good years and she's going to have struggling 
years.  I think it's just not the fact -- the most important thing if she doesn't give up, 

she's going to play well, I think.  If she goes through the tough times well, I think she'll 
have a good career. 

 
Q.  Following up on that point, she hasn't missed a cut yet in her career.  Do 
you remember your experience the first time you missed a cut and how you 
dealt with adversity? 
 

INBEE PARK:  Yeah, I missed many cuts on my rookie year actually.  I played in 
LPGA tournaments as an amateur like 15, 16 year old and I finished Top 10 probably 

a few times and I thought yeah, this feels easy and I can probably finish Top 10 every 

week once I get on there.  That's what I really thought.   
 

Once I went there and I started missing probably like one-third of the cuts and looking 
at the players that are playing so much better than me, in golf there's times where you 

play so well and there's times where you can't figure out what's wrong.  It was tough 
for me to make me realize how many players are in front of me.  There is a long, long 

mountain, like high mountain that I need to climb.  That just took some time for me to 

get used to the Tour and get used to the thought that there is a lot more to learn. 
 
Q.  I remember you said after the British Open that it was something you would 
always remember what those two weeks leading up were like.  In retrospect, 
was it more pressure?  I mean, when you look back on what those two weeks 
were like where really all the attention of the golf world and maybe people who 
had never even paid much attention to the LPGA actually were paying attention, 
what does that mean to you now in retrospect and what do you think it will 
mean to you when you look back on your career? 

 
INBEE PARK:  Well, I mean, that experience will be definitely something I won't be 

able to forget.  I might not get that kind of -- I might not get the opportunity I had this 

year, probably maybe might not get it forever in my golfing career.  So this moment 
will be memorized in my head forever, that's for sure. 

 
I think there was -- I try to take the fun out of it and I try to think that it was such a nice 

experience, not everybody get to do that.  It was tough times that I went through this 

year.  This year has been like a roller coaster for me.  It has been like going up and 
like going down and it's slightly coming up again.  It's always fun to ride the roller 

coaster.  I'm trying to enjoy the ride. 
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Q.  Just kind of following up on that, they talk a lot about how couches and 
athletes, when they reach a high level of success there's a term that they use, 
they're competing against themselves.  Did you find after you won those three 
majors that that was kind of the situation you were in? 

 

INBEE PARK:  No, I don't think that was the situation for me because I thought -- I 
mean, golf is definitely fighting with yourself, but I still think I have a lot of things to 

learn and techniques or in putting strokes.  In golf in general I just need -- I still need a 
lot of lessons, I still need a lot of work done, I guess. 

 
MODERATOR:  Well, Inbee, three major wins this year, six victories already, 

possibility of another this week, we wish you the best of luck and thanks so much for 

joining us today. 
 

INBEE PARK:  Thanks.   
 


