
tee-scripts.com 
   

1 

PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  SUZANN PETTERSEN 
Tuesday, November 19, 2013 
 
 
MODERATOR:  I'd like to welcome in Rolex Rankings No. 2 Suzann Pettersen into 

the interview room here at the season-ending CME Group Titleholders.  
 

Suzann, thanks for carving out a little time of your busy day. 

 
SUZANN PETTERSEN:  No problem. 

 
MODERATOR:  Let's just talk about the seasons-ending event, let's just look back at 

your 2013 season, lot of wins, a lot of success.  Do you look back on this year and 

think of a very successful season for you?  
 

SUZANN PETTERSEN:  Yeah, for sure.  2013, I felt like I prepared well going into 
the year, started off the way I usually do, a little bit slow, and then played my way into 

form coming into Kraft and then managed to stay on a high and won my first one in 
Hawaii.  And I think the most important thing this year, I feel like I've been able to put 

in the work in between tournaments to feel like I'm coming to sites prepared and 

ready to play.  Tried to bump up the quality at practice so I can actually just loosen up 
and enjoy it when I'm playing tournaments.  I think it's eased up a little bit on my 

mental frame of mind as well.  I'm not as hard on myself anymore.  But it's been some 
great highs, Solheim was definitely one of them, and I've been able to kind of feed off 

that great high since.  The biggest disappointment was U.S. Open, but at the same 

time as disappointing as it was at the time, I managed to kind of turn it around and do 
a few adjustments to how I prepare and it paid off pretty quick.  I think it's easier to 

play well when you kind of -- really everything's just on a flow and kind of anything 
you do, you kind of get away with it.  But for me it's always been, the toughest 

learning experience is definitely when you don't do well, especially during 
tournaments where you have high expectations yourself.  So it's been a great year. 

 

MODERATOR:  Let's talk about like you said you're in a good place on and off the 
course and I think you've mentioned a couple times in interviews that the maturity 

level, you just feel very comfortable at this point in your life.  You said you're getting 
much more I guess comfortable in your own skin, you said you're feeling better on 

and off the course.  Talk about your state of mind and your game both on and off. 

 
SUZANN PETTERSEN:  I think I've come to this point where I'm actually trying to put 

myself into a little bit more actions off the golf course.  I'm building my own business 
back home in my own name so that's kind of keeping -- that definitely gives me 

something different to think about, which is almost good.  I try to fill up my spare time 
with some good stuff.  I've got to also think about what to do after my golf career is 

over so that's what I'm already pre-starting so I'm not starting from scratch when that 

time comes, not that it's coming any time soon, but it definitely gives me a balance.  
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In the past I've probably been too much on golf, it's taken a lot of my time.  Well, at 

night I probably can't sleep because all I'm thinking about is golf.  I still do, but at the 
same time I get a balance of everything else that goes on, and having a great team 

around me also helps to kind of balance everything out. 
 

MODERATOR:  Now, headlines this year have mostly been dominated by you, Inbee 

and Stacy in terms of wins, records, all this good stuff.  Talk about the battle between 
you guys and just how you guys have kind of formulated the big three in terms of big 

three players.  Do you consider yourself kind of in that grouping as the big three on 
Tour?  

 
SUZANN PETTERSEN:  I think the LPGA has a lot of great rivalries.  I guess the 

three of us is one good one, but I think also the depth on this Tour is now deeper than 

it's ever been.  It takes a lot more to win week in and week out.  If you look at majors 
won, it kind of represents the three of us, so I think from that aspect you can kind of 

call us maybe the big three.  I think it's a bit silly to just take out the big players when 
there's so many other great players out there who put in so much hard work, and I 

think it's great to see new young girls coming out doing really well.  Great to see Lexi 

win twice, great to have Lydia joining the Tour, They're all great athletes, they Bring 
the youth and the childish mentality out on this Tour, especially for the older ones like 

me. 
 

MODERATOR:  Is there anyone specific that you maybe look towards or practice with 
that push you in terms of your game or people that you've maybe emulated in terms 

of training or practice or how they conduct themselves on course?  

 
SUZANN PETTERSEN:  I have a lot of great friendships with a lot of Europeans, 

obviously the Solheim bonds a lot of us a lot closer than before.  This time I managed 
to hang around a lot of these young sisters like Charley Hull, Carlota Ciganda and 

they're just great spirit.  They just really happy to be where they are, they're really 

enjoying the ride and it kind of gives me a little bit of the same kind of sense of just 
got to really enjoy what you're doing.  It helps me to be more relaxed, even though I 

feel like a mom being alongside of them.  It's great, I must say, but if I look at who I 
kind of go to to get support and get answers to some of my questions, I still feed -- I'll 

still lead to Annika because she has a lot of experience, she has some great words 
that would stick to my mind.  It's just nice to surround yourself with great athletes. 

 

MODERATOR:  Let's talk about this week.  New course here at Tiburon.  Talk about 
the setup here.  Did you get any looks at it already this week?  

 
SUZANN PETTERSEN:  I was down here a couple of weeks ago.  The course is 

great.  I think it's a little bit on the narrow side off the tee than what we usually play, 

which is good.  Tough green areas, tough run-offs.  I guess this course really 
depends on the conditions we get.  If it gets windy, it's going to get tough.  I think if 

the wind stays down, I think you'll see some low scores.  I guess it's a typical Florida 
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course, grainy greens. 

 
MODERATOR:  Questions for Suzann? 

 
Q.  You mentioned not being so hard on yourself.  How did you come to not be 
that way and how does it feel to not do that?  Do you catch yourself --   
 
SUZANN PETTERSEN:  I guess when you get older you get smarter, I guess.  I'm 

blonde, but I ain't stupid.  It's finally all coming together.  I think that more experience 
feeling comfortable I guess is also -- I mean, if it's me or if you go to work and you 

feel prepared, you're more laid back, you're not hoping for something to go well, you 
know you're prepared and you can kind of do your thing and ease off.  So I think the 

mentality that I kind of run with, I try to be the best I can be at practice.  If I'm the best 

I can be at practice, I know it's good enough under the gun in competitions.  For me I 
think I play a lot better when I'm more laid back, not as intense, even though I hate to 

lose and everything that comes with competing.  I think having that extra smile 
actually gives me a little bit of a leash to enjoying what I'm doing. 

 

Q.  With the year that you had in the past four, five years, would that have been 
good enough to be Rolex Player of the Year, because you had what, 15 Top 10s, 
you had all those wins, you had a major win.  Would that have been enough do 
you think? 

 
SUZANN PETTERSEN:  I don't know.  The Tour is covered by several great players 

and, like I said, it takes a lot to win week in and week out.  There's been a few players 

who's had a phenomenal year.  With Inbee winning three majors early in the year, 
nobody thought it was even going to be a question of who was going to be Player of 

the Year.  From that aspect I thought it was quite neat to get into a position where I 
actually had a chance, even though it was very, very slim, at least had a chance with 

a miracle to become the Player of the Year.  But I still think, I mean, winning three 

majors, you should be the Player of the Year. 
 

MODERATOR:  You're still in the running for money list title and Vare Trophy.  Are 
those things that come into your mind anytime when you set goals or anything coming 

towards the end of the year?  
 

SUZANN PETTERSEN:  For sure.  I mean, the one that I kind of had my slimmest 

margin to win was probably Player of the Year, so the remaining titles, whatever you 
want to call it, is still very much on my mind.  It's great to have something to go out 

there on Thursday to play for.  It's going to take a very, very good week to be able to 
win here and we'll see.  All I can do is go out and post a score on Thursday, Friday, 

Saturday and Sunday and see where that adds up and hopefully I can be there on 

Sunday.  My goal is to be in the last group on Sunday, then I feel like I have some 
kind of an overview of what's going on.  It's been a great season so far and Asia was 

again a very good addition to my Asian success.  I'm just really trying to finish off 
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strong so I can take a break on a high. 

 
Q.  Suzann, you've talked about how Annika's advised you.  What about being 
No. 1?  You stated before that's a goal for you.  Has she talked to you about 
specifically that mindset because she was No. 1 for so long, that that is 
something you have to do that's maybe a little bit beyond just going out and 
play well on the Tour? 
 

SUZANN PETTERSEN:  Well, I mean, if I never thought I was going to become the 
world No. 1 player, I don't think I would be sitting here today, I think I would have quit 

a long time ago.  That is what keeps me going.  I'm probably now more keen and 
eager to get up in the morning to do the stuff that I know is needed to get there.   

 

But like I said earlier, for me this is not a short-term goal.  I know I'm going to get 
there eventually but I just don't want to get there and disappear, I want to get there 

and dominate.  So if it happens now, if it happens in January, if it happens in two 
years, I'm really laid back to it because I know I'm good enough to be there and it's 

definitely one of my main goals.  Like I said, it's not like I just want to get there and 

disappear after a week. 
 

Q.  You mentioned the course being narrower than others.  Do you think that 
gives any player or a couple players any more of an advantage than others? 

 
SUZANN PETTERSEN:  No, I think it's whole course management.  You've got to 

find a strategy that plays to your strength.  When I played it, the wind was in one 

direction.  If the wind turns, it might be the complete opposite.  Like I said, the 
conditions of the weather pretty much decide how this course plays.  I thought at the 

time it was a little bit on the short side, but then I talked to players who played there 
other days than when I played and the wind was complete opposite and obviously 

then it was playing different again.  You've just got to be prepared for whatever you 

may face. 
 

Q.  How do you think Lydia will do as a professional?  Obviously you've got to 
see her up close and play with her a couple of times. 
 
SUZANN PETTERSEN:  I mean, I don't think Lydia has anything to prove.  She's 

already proven she's good enough to be out here on a regular basis.  She's probably 

won more events in the few professional events she's played than most of us -- than 
the rest of us.  I've felt it in my body losing to her and kind of just beating her, she's a 

great player, she has a great career ahead of her.  I hope she's ready for what 
comes.  It's just not to go out there and play, but it's also responsibility to be a good 

character for this Tour and kind of help grow the game of golf.  I know her passion for 

golf is fantastic and she's a great girl.  Don't forget, she's only 16.  Give her a break 
as well. 
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Q.  I wonder if I could ask two things.  First about Lydia and then about you.  
How different was it the first time you were actually playing for money when it 
wasn't an amateur?  She talked about she knows it's going to be a little bit 
different looking at a putt and in her mind doing the calculating.  I wonder if you 
can talk about that for yourself. 
 

Second, you mentioned practice, I've read that maybe you've changed a little 
bit of the structure of your practice.  I wonder if you could talk about how 
maybe you've practiced different this year? 
 

SUZANN PETTERSEN:  Well, when it comes to the first time you go out and play for 
money, I still have my first check that I won in Sweden probably hanging on the wall 

at home.  I was very proud when we drove back from Sweden.  I was in the car with 

my dad.  I think it was three grand and to me it was a lot of money.  I said to my dad, I 
don't think I need any help from you for the next couple months.  My stroll to his wallet 

was always very neat, but I said, Dad, I think this is the first step on me cutting back 
on the support I get from you.  I mean, when you're that young, I don't think -- I didn't 

have kind of a relationship to money or the impact, kind of the prize money and all 

that.  I think that's something that comes with age.  I think she'll be good enough to 
handle anything that comes with it, her success.  I think the most important thing is to 

keep her kind of -- I mean, stay within herself and be herself, that's all she can do.  At 
least we get paid when we go out to work if you do well.  If you don't do well, you 

don't get paid.  So you've got to enjoy those paychecks when you do get them. 
 

MODERATOR:  What was your first big purchase?  

 
SUZANN PETTERSEN:  Oh, my God, I don't know.  I'm not a big spender, I'm still 

not.  I like to give more than I like to buy myself gifts.  I'm glad Christmas is coming up 
for everyone around me.  

 

Q.  I wonder if you can talk about -- 
 

SUZANN PETTERSEN:  Talking about practice. 
 

MODERATOR:  Practice. 
 

SUZANN PETTERSEN:  We're talking about practice.  You've got to practice the way 

you want to play pretty much.  If you want to win, you've got to practice like a winner.  
If you want to finish 2nd, you've got to practice like a 2nd player. 

 
Q.  How do you know how winners practice? 

 

SUZANN PETTERSEN:  I think I've been out here long enough to know what I've 
needed for my game.  That's experience. 
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MODERATOR:  Was it more hours, less hours, more efficient?  

 
SUZANN PETTERSEN:  I think obviously I'm a little more time efficient because I 

have other things to do on my agenda so I don't have all day.  I wish I had all day.  
But at the same time I'm very disciplined, I'm very structured.  I guess the easier part 

is I know what's needed for my game to be able to win on a weekly basis.  I probably 

didn't know that my first year on Tour and my second year on Tour, it was more 
guesswork.  Now I know where my strengths are and certain areas that need to be 

improved, which is always going to be constant process.  It's nice when the few 
changes or adjustments or the a little bit of tweaks here and there pays off 

immediately.  Sometimes it does, sometimes it doesn't, and that's the patience or the 
impatience golf brings to your life.  I think I have all the right tools in the bag.  I feel 

like I have a great variety of shots in the bag.  I still like to work on getting even better, 

so I feel like I can face any possibility of conditions, pins, shots out there that's 
needed.  That will give you confidence.  Like when we played in Taiwan, the 

conditions were horrendous, it was blowing a million miles an hour and I felt like I had 
every shot in the bag.  The question of can you manage to pull it off at the right time 

but at least you have the picture in your head to handle any situation. 

 
MODERATOR:  Any other questions?  All right, that's wraps it up. 

 
SUZANN PETTERSEN:  Thank you.   
 


