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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  NA YEON CHOI 
Tuesday, November 19, 2013 
 
 
MODERATOR:  It's my pleasure to welcome into the interview room at the CME 

Group Titleholders.  Na Yeon Choi.  Na Yeon, it's been a year since you've won here.  
Can you believe it? 

 

NA YEON CHOI:  I think time so fast, it's already a year past.  I always love to 
compete in Florida.  I came back Orlando four, five days ago from Asia and I love to 

practice at Isleworth, you know.  This course has Bermudagrass, same as Orlando, 
so I kind of used to it, this grass, and feel very comfortable and I have a great 

memory here.  I mean, you know, the course changed from last year so I can't take 

any course advantage from last year, but I think it looks very similar with the last year 
course.  I feel like kind of I'm ready.  

 
MODERATOR:  I was just going to ask, it's a new course this year.  Last year you 

won down the street at TwinEagles.  Just what are your thoughts about the course 
and playing a new course as a defending champion and maybe how different that is?  

 

NA YEON CHOI:  I think it's a little bit more difficult to defend title, you know, change 
of course, but course is in good shape and I think the greens are kind of small, greens 

have a lot of big undulations, especially edge of the green, so the key thing is we 
have to hit the fairway first and then green first.  Otherwise, if you miss like two, three 

meters, then ball kick away, so like you have to play a difficult chip to make an up and 

down.  I think you have to hit very precise from the second shot. 
 

MODERATOR:  Let's talk about this season.  You kind of perhaps maybe have flown 
under the radar a little bit, but looking at your stats, you've still notched eight Top 10 

finishes, two runner-ups, one at a major championship.  Talk about this year and 
what's been going through your game. 

 

NA YEON CHOI:  I mean, actually some people ask me are you like in a slump or 
something because they always look at all the results.  I haven't won this year, but I 

think like you say, I think I'm still doing really good.  Like, you know, when I was 
looking 2008 I haven't won any, but after that I did a really good job, so hopefully I 

have a better season next year and for my future hopefully better. 

 
MODERATOR:  Would you say that the competition maybe this season was just so 

difficult that it was tough to break into the winner's circle this year, or what was kind 
of, you know, that tough thing that you couldn't get over?  

 
NA YEON CHOI:  I mean, I learned a lot, but still I have to improve on my game.  

Also about mental, you know.  I think I got a lot of pressure on myself beginning of the 

season.  I started the season No. 2 in the world and I really, really want to be like 
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No. 1, but I think I got too much pressure and too much to think about, you know, 

winning a tournament or about the results or lower scores, like something like that.  
So I still like -- I think I need -- I can like more still looking, I still rookie every week I 

think, then I be better, you know, if I keep trying to do like work hard. 
 

MODERATOR:  I know every player sets really high expectations for themselves --  

 
NA YEON CHOI:  Yeah. 

 
MODERATOR:   -- coming into a new season.  You said you had a little bit of 

pressure on yourself, but having won the U.S. Women's Open and the CME Group 
Titleholders last year, do you feel like that kind of maybe, like you said pressure, like 

what was going through your head coming into the season?  

 
NA YEON CHOI:  Actually, the pressure sometimes make you more motivated to play 

well, but I think every time over-trying is not good.  I think I did like over-trying to do it, 
play well or have a good result or like win a tournament.  Like when I see like good 

player like Inbee or Suzann, I don't see they really care about their results or even 

past.  They really focus on staying in the moment.  And actually I played a KLPGA 
tournament last two months, like two tournaments, and I see a lot of younger players 

in Korea and I can see they play really aggressively than me and I learn from them, 
you know.  Actually when I was rookie, I didn't scare anything, but right now I kind of 

like scared to play or too much thinking, too much worry about.  So I really want to go 
back to how I started golf or when I came to the LPGA Tour, kind of that kind of 

demeanor, you know. 

 
MODERATOR:  We'll take questions for Na Yeon.  

 
Q.  You know, you've been in the hunt a lot.  Obviously you played very well at 
the British Open, you've played pretty well at the China event.  Does that sort of 
help you to say okay maybe I haven't won this year but I know I'm not very far 
away? 

 
NA YEON CHOI:  Yeah, I mean, I always try to think positively.  Some people gave 

me like tough time from in Korea like media or fans, like why you didn't win this year.  
I can't control that.  I do my best every time and I do everything I can do, like more 

than hundred percent but it just didn't come yet, I think.  I still going to play golf like 

next at least five, six years, so I mean, sometimes not sometimes it coming, I think I 
can't control that.  I can't control other people think.  I just, you know, a lot of people, 

especially my coach and family and mental coach, they always gave me compliment, 
so I trust them and kind of I have pep talk myself, you know. 

 

MODERATOR:  Na Yeon, you said you wanted to kind of revert back into your rookie 
ways of thinking.  Have you thought about maybe how you plan on doing that having 

your rookie year, I believe it was in 2008, how will you go back into thinking in your 
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rookie ways?  

 
NA YEON CHOI:  I just tried more independent on the course, also on the road, you 

know.  On the course my old caddies came, so he gave me lot of good memories and 
compliment and confidence and like we did a good job last four years, so I feel very 

comfortable when he came back.   

 
I tried to think a lot with the parents, when I told my parents like being independent, 

like how I all the decide situation or like how I practice, how much, like quantity or 
quality both.  So actually I got a little different plan for wintertime being better for the 

future, so hopefully it will work. 
 

Q.  I know you have a friendly rivalry with Inbee, but this year she's already 
wrapped up the Rolex Player of the Year, and as much success as Koreans 
players have had, she's the first to do that.  What do you think that means to 
her and how inspiring is that to the rest of you guys?   
 

NA YEON CHOI:  I think not just me but every Korean player got motivated from 

Inbee.  She's a great player and she did a good job this year.  I think she had an 
unbelievable season this year.  We grew up together.  I can remember when she was 

young, she played really same as right now, she was very calm and good putter 
there, at the moment.  She worked very hard up to now and I think she teach 

everybody that, but I think not just Korean player but I think other country players all 
motivated from her so we keep working hard and reach her. 

 

Q.  Suzann Pettersen was in here a little earlier and said that she had to learn to 
like let up on herself, not be so hard on herself and not, you know, maybe 
obsess so much. 
 

Have you had a little bit of that, too, to not be as critical of yourself, maybe that 
helps you or have you experienced that at all? 
 

NA YEON CHOI:  From Inbee? 
 

Q.  No, from yourself.  Suzann was saying she needed to not be so hard on 
herself.  
 

NA YEON CHOI:  Oh, yeah, like sometimes I can feel like I got too much stuff, too 
much pressure on my shoulder, you know.  After I won the U.S. Open last year, it's 

kind of relief from that, but especially this year a lot of people have high expectation 
for me.  When I have like kind of bad result, everybody says like what's wrong with 

you, you know.  That kind of gave me a lot of stressful, but I have to hold through 

myself, so it's kind of being more independent and try to learn from mistake and 
hopefully get better from next year.  Still we have a tournament for, you know, this is 

it, so I will do my best this week and also I'm going to Swinging Skirts in Taiwan so I 
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really want to finish strong for next year. 

 
Q.  How young were you and how young was Inbee when you first met her? 

 
NA YEON CHOI:  I met her when I was 11 years old and actually we went to winter 

camp together in Jeju Island in Korea and every morning we woke up together, every 

practice together every day and eat together, so we kind of like really teammate 
together. 

 
Q.  Did you ever talk about goals or dreams that you had at that age? 

 
NA YEON CHOI:  Oh, at the moment we talk about I really really want to be just 

professional golfer.  We didn't even think about LPGA Tour or on Tour, but we really 

want to be like professional golfer together, you know, growing together and like 10, 
15 years later we play together on Tour together or something, yeah. 

 
Q.  I got in here late so I apologize if you talked about this already, but I believe 
last year you had talked about either buying a home for either yourself or your 
family after you won the tournament? 
 

NA YEON CHOI:  Oh, yeah.  Actually, after the CME I got a membership at Isleworth, 
golf membership at Isleworth, and also I got a house just next to the Isleworth for 

closer to the practice.  I got a house and membership both. 
 

Q.  So can you kind of talk about what that's been like, having a home, what the 
last year's been like since you won this event? 
 

NA YEON CHOI:  I mean, it was great.  That was actually second home I buy in 
America, but I remember when I bought a house at first in America, that fear was 

really great and I got one more house and bigger house and it's kind of investment 

myself.  I want a better practice facility for my golf game, and then my first house was 
a little far away from the Isleworth, that's why I got another house just next to the 

Isleworth.  Every time when I come back from Korea to Orlando, every time I go there 
alone and five, six hour practice without any distraction.  Sometime when I practice in 

Korea a lot of people recognize me and taking a picture and sign.  It's hard to focus 
my practice, but in Isleworth there's so many good players so no one really bother me 

when I do practice, so it's great and very peaceful. 

 
Q.  So are you going to be a Realtor in the future? 

 
MODERATOR:  Do you have any big purchases coming up in the off season? 

 

SPEAKER:  I'm not sure, but I got to actually plan after this week if I finish very well, 
like win a tournament this week.  I actually beginning of this season I had a little goal 

for buying some stuff for me.  Still I couldn't get, you know, reach that goal, so 
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hopefully I finish very strong this week and buy that like after this week. 

 
MODERATOR:  What kind of stuff? 

 
NA YEON CHOI:  Actually like very fancy sports car, I really want to get a sports car.  

Always a goal, I have goal that, but I feel like I can have like when I 40 years old, I 

want like right now. 
 

Q.  I wonder if you can talk about the popularity on the Asian swing of the Tour 
going to Taiwan and Malaysia and Korea and China and Japan, what's the 
reception like in all those places for you guys because that's something that 
the Tour has grown a lot in the last few years? 

 

NA YEON CHOI:  I mean, even you can see it's a big difference.  Like this year we 
went to China, that was the first time on the LPGA Tour and so many spectators were 

there and we were really appreciated.  Even in Taiwan, it's getting more popular for 
golf and I think it's getting more spectators every year.  Actually I really want to give to 

like compliment to all the Korean spectators like this year.  Like first couple years they 

took a lot of pictures during swing and very loud.  This year was very impressive, they 
did a really good job and I really appreciate to all the crowd, when means they always 

support on Tour and all the players and -- yeah, supporting, so I really appreciate it. 
 

Q.  Can you give us an idea on Inbee's popularity?  I mean, is she as popular as 
either the president of your country or how would you describe the level of 
popularity that she has? 

 
NA YEON CHOI:  Actually, you know, golf is not really popular in Korea before, but 

right now it's getting really popular.  Actually, Se Ri did a really good job and 
everybody knows Se Ri, but they don't know like me or Jiyai or Inbee.  But these days 

Inbee's getting really popular almost every day on newspaper so lot of people knows 

about Inbee.  Even like some people doesn't play golf, they know all the golfers name 
on the LPGA Tour.  I think that's fact from even PGA TOUR, like KJ Choi and Y.E. 

Yang, they won the PGA Tour and it's getting more popular.  Now I think even Inbee, 
just walking on the street I think a lot of people recognize her. 

 
MODERATOR:  Any more questions for Na Yeon?  Good luck this week. 
 


