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INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:   RUSS COCHRAN 
Saturday, October 12, 2013 
 
 
MODERATOR:  Russ, thanks for joining us, followed up your 66 with another 66 

today and maybe just talk about your round.  Got off to a fast start, finished yesterday 
7-under on the back and today you started out 5-under at one point.  Maybe just talk 

about your front and back today. 

 
RUSS COCHRAN:  Yeah, you know, it was great on the 1st hole I hit a 7-iron or 

6-iron or something in there and made it from about maybe 22 feet down the hill and it 
just, you know, I kind of saw the line and hit the putt and it went in right like I pictured 

it.  You know, it just felt comfortable and felt easy.   
 

Then kind of opened the door a little bit and started making some putts, probably 

made it from 15 on 2, I think I hit a little 8-iron in there or something about 15 feet 
below the hole and made that.  Then on 3 was probably a key point, you know, being 

so early I missed the green in the front bunker, which was a long bunker shot, I don't 
know, maybe 80 feet, 90 feet, 80 feet probably, and got it up there about maybe six 

feet and made that for par.  So at that point I had seen a couple great putts go in and 

then a nice putt for a nice save for par.  Just felt like good things were going to 
happen.   

 
Continued on 4, made it from back left of the hole, hit a pitching wedge behind the 

hole maybe 18 feet, made that coming down the hill, which was a putt you don't really 

expect to make.  And then on the 5th hole, I don't know, what did I do on 5?  They 
were going in from everywhere.  Anyway, you get the point.  I hit it in there fairly close 

on 5 and actually I made that putt from I want to say maybe eight feet.  Anyway, you 
know, you see these holes and you see the ball going in the hole and it seems easy, 

and it's just kind of like you guys read about, you know, we see them go in a few 
times, we think we're going to make them.  I think the hard part is being patient when 

they're not going in and continue to hit good putts.   

 
I think the mistake came on No. 7.  I was 5-under after 6, you know, played the hole 

kind of soft, I didn't get it down there far enough on the layup and then I was in 
between a pitching wedge and a sand wedge and I tried to muscle a sand wedge in 

there and came up about 30 feet short and three-putted from there.  That kind of -- it 

didn't upset me as much as it kind of stopped the momentum.  Came right back and 
hit a 7-iron in on 8 about 10 or 12 feet and couldn't get it to go down.  I knew it was a 

kind of key putt because I knew if I could make that putt, I could get right back on the 
momentum train there and couldn't do it.  Then actually hit some pretty good solid 

shots, got the ball in the middle of the fairway quite a bit, but struggled getting it in the 
hole until I guess, what, the 15th hole or something? 
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DAVE SENKO:  15, yeah. 

 
RUSS COCHRAN:  Yeah, 15th hole I hit it in there about 12 feet straight up the hill 

and made that to kind of unlock the door again.  Made a nice two-putt on 17, hit a 
3-iron into 17, I had a nice two-putt.  But I hit a lot of greens, I think I missed the 3rd 

green, I want to say that might be the only one, and felt -- I know as crazy as it 

sounds, was just very disappointed that when you have your finger on the pulse of the 
golf course and you're feeling good and you have the momentum going in your 

direction to kind of let it slip, you know, is just not as professional as you want to be.  
It's not that often where you just get in that groove where you know something good's 

going to happen and you don't look ahead, but I just felt like I was going to really 
shoot low and was in control of pretty much all parts of the game, especially the 

putter, and let it slide a little bit.  That being said, you know, we've talked about kind of 

the way this tournament is for me.  You know, I've been near the lead a few times and 
feel good about things, but you've got to shoot so low to win that I'll be just like 

everyone else.  There's five or six world-class players obviously that are right there 
and I know I'll have to really play well to win. 

 

Q.  What's your mental routine over the next 18 hours, if I do exactly what I did 
the last two days I will win this unless someone gets the round of his life? 

 
RUSS COCHRAN:  I don't try to control golf or anything.  I think golf is a lot more 

random than you think.  I think it comes down to looking at the shot and the lie and 
the yardage and all that and just try to do the best you can with it.  Every time -- I'm 

not a guy that can -- I think it has to do with my swing and lack of, you know, 

continuity or what with it.  I can't stand up there and make a certain swing and hit it a 
certain way.  I don't do the same thing all the time.  I think it's way more random than 

that for me.  I guess with it and try to get comfortable, you know, don't do anything 
crazy, you know, away from the norm and pick it up and try to get in that same, you 

know, same kind of feel that I had the day before. 

 
Q.  How much of just having fun is a major part of the process? 

 
RUSS COCHRAN:  You know, it's not a fun thing for me.  You know, it is when it's all 

said and done.  Anybody that loves to compete, they love that part of it and that part 
of it is fun, but it's just trying to -- everything is always changing and shifting.  The cool 

part I think about golf is trying to put your finger on it, trying to make those putts, 

trying to hit the right shot at the right time, those type things.  When you're doing it 
right and everything's clicking, you're making good decisions and finishing holes off, 

there's nothing better.  Whether you win the tournament or don't, if you're in that 
groove and doing what you know you can do, that's a great feeling for me. 

 

Q.  I think you were asked this yesterday, but clearly you play well here.  Any 
idea why this course suits you so well? 
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RUSS COCHRAN:  Yeah, no, I really don't know.  I am comfortable here and it's not 

like I see the greens great, I don't think, or anything like that.  I think it's just -- 
obviously it sets up pretty well for me for one reason or another.  And I think this time 

of year it's kind of a key swing when we come back on this coast and there's usually a 
week off before and then there's a push to the end of the season, and I think if I had 

to put my finger on it that that might be the situation.  You know, had a week off the 

week before, come here and know that, hey, look, you've got four tournaments, let's 
get involved in this thing and do the best you can. 

 
Q.  So it's more mental than you think your skill level as far as -- 
 
RUSS COCHRAN:  Yeah, I think it's just a mindset and a feel probably, and I think 

the first tournament you come here and win, you obviously have good thoughts on it. 

 
DAVE SENKO:  Thank you, Russ. 

 
RUSS COCHRAN:  Thanks.   
 


