
 

tee-scripts.com 
   

1 

 
INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  NEAL LANCASTER  
Friday, October 11, 2013 
 
 
DAVE SENKO:  Well, Neal, 4-under 68, maybe just talk a little bit about your round.  

Looks like no bogeys and four birdies. 
 

NEAL LANCASTER:  Yeah, actually I started out a little rough, you know you're 

satisfied always in this game -- I mean you're never satisfied in this game, but I made 
I guess a 50- or 60-footer for par on the first hole, I hit it in the water off the tee, so I'm 

like, well, saved a stroke or two there.  And then actually I struggled the first three 
holes and then I kind of made a change in my setup, felt like I was standing up too 

much -- are you talking in the microphone?  So I felt like I was standing up too much, 
so I made a change and bent over more in my address position and just said, you 

know, what happens I'm staying in the shot and I actually started hitting it good, 

started hitting it long and actually I didn't miss a green after the 1st hole today.  
Actually I putted well, I didn't make many putts.  I rolled them where I was looking, 

which was a positive.  I misread a lot of them.  My caddie, he read them really good 
but, you know, he did a great job and I just couldn't -- I couldn't get the line on the 

putts.  I was rolling over the edge of the hole I just didn't trust my read sometimes.  

Then I made a few four-footers coming in that I needed to make on 16, 17.  Actually I 
was really happy the way I played.  You know, could have been a little better, and the 

way I started out it could have been a little worse, so you never know.  You want to be 
there on Sunday.  One day doesn't make the tournament. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  How about birdies, 6 and 7, do you remember shots?  
 

NEAL LANCASTER:  6, actually the first birdie I made I hit a driver and a hybrid on 
the par 5 just short of the green.  No, I'm sorry, that was 7.  6, I made about a 

25-footer right behind the hole and actually I didn't believe my read and I just tried to 
trust it and I knocked it in, a 25-footer downhill, you know, inside left and actually I 

thought it was going to go left, my caddie said no, it's going to go right.   

 
Then the 7th hole I hit a driver and a hybrid just short of the green, chipped it up 

about two feet and made birdie there.   
 

Then missed a couple putts on 8 -- I mean at 9 missed a putt.  I had a good break on 

8 actually, I missed the green there.  The ball could have went in the water just as 
good as it didn't go in the water and made par.   

 
Then I actually played solid the rest of the way, birdied 12, I hit kind of a bad layup 

shot in the left rough and hit a 9-iron in there about eight feet and made the putt for 
birdie.  Then I actually hit it close the next three holes and missed all of them.   
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Then I got to 17 and I hit a drive out there probably 340 yards on that hole, I had 

175 yards in there and hit a 7-iron 30 feet right of the hole and two-putted.   
 

Last hole I had about a 15-footer right at the hole, hit a good putt there and didn't 
make it.  Overall I'm happy the way I've been playing for five years. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  What did you hit for your second on 6, your first birdie? 
 

NEAL LANCASTER:  Hit a little pitching wedge.  Actually I drove it right down the 
middle in a divot and I think I had 122 and hit a little pitching wedge right over the pin 

long. 
 

Q.  Was it like special playing on your home course?  Is there any more 
pressure there or do you feel more comfortable because you're in your 
surroundings, and also what do you like about Prestonwood just in general? 

 
NEAL LANCASTER:  Well, Prestonwood's always been, since I turned 50 and even 

before, they've been great to me.  Larry Connor came out and watched me finish on 

the last hole.  Actually he gave me a putting tip on Monday.  I told him, Larry, could 
you watch me putt?  He bent me over the ball more.  Actually I'm starting to roll the 

ball on my line.  Mr. Goodnight, they've always been good to me, they gave me a 
sponsor exemption again this year and last year.  And you know, like the players say, 

this is probably the most phenomenal food on the Champions Tour.  I'm sure you've 
heard that.  They just look after you real well.  If you need something, they go out of 

their way to get it for you.   

 
Today we had a gentleman that rode with us, he's a big NC State fan, he was our 

special observer.  I told him on the 3rd hole, I said just get in the cart and ride with me 
and we'll talk, and he helped me a lot just by keeping me loose, he kept me positive 

and loose and it was really nice to have someone with you talking to you.  

 
Q.  Who's the little princess on your lap here? 

 
NEAL LANCASTER:  That's my little girl.  

 
Q.  What's her name? 

 

NEAL LANCASTER:  Her name's Gabrielle, we call her Gabby.  Actually, most of the 
people are having grandkids, I'm just starting to have kids on the Champions Tour.  

 
Q.  How old? 

 

NEAL LANCASTER:  She's two and a half, and we're expecting another child 
December 12th.  
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Q.  So you got that busy during the off season to do.  What else do you do 
during the off season? 
 

NEAL LANCASTER:  Pretty much nothing.  I hang out at my club at home about 40 
minutes away and just play a lot of gin with the guys and look after the kids now, but 

it's all great.  I actually didn't want to have kids while I was doing the -- trying to really 

make my career, and then at 45 I started having some injuries and I told my wife, I 
said it's time for us to start having kids, so we started having babies at 50, she's 42.  

So we started having children and this is going to be great because this is kind of a 
joke, everybody says aren't you kind of old to have kids?  I said at least you can die 

and leave them something when you're old.  
 

Q.  Nick Faldo had to go out with an injury today.  I guess that's maybe a little 
more common.  What do you have to do to take care of yourself injury wise and 
have you had any problems this season? 

 
NEAL LANCASTER:  This season I've had some problems.  That's actually -- I kind 

of retired at 45 because I had some surgeries.  I had a lipoma in my back the size of a 

fist, the back of my left shoulder, and they removed that.   
 

Then I had kind of reconstructive shoulder surgery on my left shoulder and then I 
never got any better, I couldn't get the swelling off and I went to see my brother-in-law 

in Columbus, Georgia.  After about two years I tried to come back and I couldn't, I just 
couldn't get the swelling off, and I had three ruptured disks in my neck so I had those 

fixed.  So I've had two shoulder surgeries, three ruptured disks in my neck, and at this 

age you've got to stretch, you feel it more.  Like today we waited on a hole for about 
seven or eight minutes, and boy I really could tell I was 51 years old finally. 

 
Q.  What do you do to exercise? 

 

NEAL LANCASTER:  I pull rubber bands.  I lay on the floor and stretch.  I don't lift 
any weights or anything like that.  I do no cardio now that they give me a cart out 

here. 
 

Q.  Who's the guys to beat this week do you think? 
 

NEAL LANCASTER:  Well, I didn't even look to see what the scores were like, but 

you know Bernhard Langer, Kenny Perry, it's the same guys out here most every 
week that are winning tournaments.  You might throw some guys in every now and 

then, but when you've got Kenny Perry, and this course is playing long, it's going to 
favor his game.  You've got Bernhard who shot 63 here last year to win the 

tournament.  I played with Peter Senior today.  I mean, he's straight, he putts good, 

he does great.   
 

Anybody gets hot, these guys can play on this Tour.  What people don't understand, 
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I'm one of the young guys, they say you're going to do real well on the Champions 

Tour.  You've got to realize this is the hardest Tour in the world to get on and then 
once you get on it, you've got to realize every one of these guys have won, they're all 

winners, there's no telling how many career wins are out here.  So they know how to 
win, where on the regular TOUR you've got a lot of guys that don't know how to win.  

Out here everybody's winners.   

 
As far as the guy to beat, Kenny Perry's going to be tough.  I mean, I really didn't look 

at the board and try to not look at the field, I just tried to go out and play and enjoy 
myself.  Actually I'm trying to just play golf and not even worry about it.  I know I'm 

going to make some mistakes.  I didn't make any bogeys today, but you know, there's 
going to be a time I might hit a ball in the water or something and you just have to go 

on from there.  

 
Q.  Talk about the competition.  You know it's going to be fierce even though 
people may not be able to do what they did 25 years ago.  What's it like being 
around these legend Hall of Famers all the time? 

 

NEAL LANCASTER:  Actually I feel more comfortable with them than I do the young 
guys because I played with these guys for 20 years.  But you know you see people 

and they go oh, there's Nick Faldo, he's bigger than I thought he was.  I'm like yeah, 
you know, but basically these guys are all great guys but when we get on the golf 

course, it's competition, we all want to beat each other.  We'll all go up and have 
lunch and hang out and everybody tries to travel together, but it's still a competition.  I 

mean you've got a lot -- if you just listen to the resumes on the 1st hole, it's 

phenomenal. 
 

Q.  As much fun, would you like to do it for 10 years or do you think ahead that 
much about it? 

 

NEAL LANCASTER:  Well, you know, I'm just trying to get some status out here 
now.  I probably put a little bit too much pressure.  I think I've played eight times this 

year and I've probably put too much pressure on myself to play well out here and 
haven't played very well at all.  I've had I call it a very lean five years.  I'm a pretty 

realistic guy.  If I played bad, I'll tell you I played bad.  I'm not telling you I'm playing 
great, but just, you know, I didn't play good for five years and hopefully -- I shot 65 at 

The Greenbrier first round this year.  First round doesn't mean anything, you need to 

hang in there.  Like I played with Steve Pate today.  He bogeyed the first two holes, I 
think he shot 3-under par.  He came back great.  It's all a process and you're breaking 

it down.  I always say we're going into turn one, but on this Tour there's only three 
turns where on the big Tour there's four.  We're in turn one right now.  Hopefully I just 

want to be there with four holes left.  Everyone says nine holes left.  I want to be there 

going -- I want to be there standing on 16 because this golf course here, if the wind 
stays this way anything can happen on 16, 17 and 18 here.  17, reachable par 5.  It 

should be an interesting tournament.   


