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PRE-TOURNAMENT 
INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  COLIN MONTGOMERIE 
Thursday, October 10, 2013 
 
 
DAVE SENKO:  Well, Colin, thanks for joining us.  First off, you had a chance to play 

the golf course today. 
 

COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  I did.  

 
DAVE SENKO:  Maybe your impressions of Prestonwood. 

 
COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  Very good golf course.  I think the members are very 

fortunate to have such a lovely club here.  It's lived up to expectations.  The golf 
course is very, very good indeed.  A good test, a long test today because of the rain, 

the overnight rain and this morning's rain, so you would expect it to be down again 

tomorrow, it won't dry out overnight.  It's quite a long course playing as long as it 
possibly can.  The greens have stayed particularly dry, so all in all, a super test, yeah. 

 
DAVE SENKO:  Maybe evaluate your first year.  What's been your general 

impression of playing out here this year?  

 
COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  I think general impression, I turned 50 June the 23rd, so I 

had to play catch-up here.  I have found that, I think I'll speak for everyone that joins 
this Champions Tour is that I was surprised at the standard, how high the standard of 

golf is and the scoring as it is, very high, the standard of play.  I think there's a certain 
warmth off the course before and after play, there's a very different feel and a very 

relaxed feel and a nice place to be, but I'm glad that on the course is as competitive 

as I imagined it to be.  I wish the scoring wasn't quite as low as it is, but at the same 
time I think it's more meaningful that the scoring is so low because if you do do well it 

means more.  I think that because we turned 50 -- now 50's younger than it used to 
be.  50's the new 40.  Well, I'm telling myself that anyway.  It's amazing the standard 

of play is as good as it is and I'm thrilled that it is because if I do happen to do well or 

do happen to win an event sometime down the road, it's very meaningful when and if 
that happens. 

 
Q.  Welcome to the area we call the Triangle. 
 

COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  Thank you, yes. 
 

Q.  I imagine this weather out here, while bothersome to some, is not as much 
so to you.  If it stays through the weekend, would you perhaps be a little more 
comfortable with it? 
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COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  Yeah, I mean, actually I mean, I like Scotland.  It was 

warmer than it is here and a lot drier.  People say, oh, you like the weather here.  I 
say, actually I prefer it at home, but at the same time, yeah, we don't mind a bit of 

rain.  Normally in America, though, when it does rain over the time I've played here on 
the PGA TOUR and also here when it does rain here, it usually is associated with 

thunder so you're off the course.  Very rare do you get this British drizzle weather 

that's horrible, it soaks you.  But it was a bit unpleasant this morning, to be honest, 
early on.  But it's dried up and hopefully the weekend should be getting back to 

something that you expect North Carolina to be this time of year, in the 70s and 
sunny, look forward to that. 

 
Q.  Golf has maybe a unique position in major sports in that the legends 
continue to play.  How important is that that the fans can still see guys who 
won tournaments 30 years ago, that sort of thing?  
 

COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  I think it is -- it isn't fairly unique, I think it is unique in golf 
whereby at 50 years old or even Tom Watson in 2009 when he was 59 should have, 

could have won the British Open.  There is no sport anywhere that that could happen.  

Of your three main sports here, your basketball, your football and your baseball, 
you're lucky to go into your 40s really, very lucky if you're fit enough to do it.  We have 

our cricket, our rugby, our football, soccer, same thing, very fortunate if you can reach 
40, very fortunate, very few do.   

 
So here we are at 50 starting again to be able to compete, and as I say Tom Watson 

at 59, that was quite incredible what happened there and it is the only sport that this 

happens and it's great that a number of -- for instance, today the pro-am situation 
works so well in golf that a number of the CEOs of companies by definition aren't 25 

years old, they are our age, and they have grown up and they have watched the 
legends that are playing here and have grown up with that.  More fans of that age 

group than possibly the young guys straight out of college, so we're very fortunate 

that it works well, very very lucky. 
 

Q.  Being as competitive as the Tour is, as you've pointed out, how much does 
that keep that fire in your belly to really, if you're in the thick of it, you want to 
get a tournament under your belt?  
 

COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  Oh, very much, yeah, very much so.  The reason I think 

we're all out here is because we're competitors.  I think that's what keeps us going.  
You see Tom Kite there on the range and he works as hard as he ever did.  He's 63, 

64 years old, Tom Kite, and he's working as hard as he ever did because he's a 
competitor.  And I've got the juices flowing as well, the competitive juices, because 

you are suddenly on more of a level playing field, you are playing with guys your own 

age and not being outdriven by 60 yards like I am on the regular TOUR.   
 

Yeah, I mean, hopefully you can get into a situation where you're 1 back or 2 back 
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going into Sunday's round, oh, yeah, game on, definitely, yeah.  It's great and it's 

fantastic to have.  Yeah, the competition's good, but at the same time, as I said, 
because it's that good it's more meaningful when you do well.  But I think we're all out 

here because we're competitors more than we are for any other reason is 
competition, is driving it all, yeah.   

 

Q.  Doing a feature on Hale Irwin and can you imagine winning 45 times out 
here like he has?  
 
COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  No. 

 
Q.  Your recollections of how as a competitor you did come up against him?  
 

COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  Yes, I played Hale Irwin a few times and you're right to do 
an article on him.  I think amazing, what is it, 45 wins out here.  I mean, that's a hell of 

an effort, hell of an effort.  He was so dominant, wasn't he, for many, many years out 
here.  Always remained -- I think the key thing and we all, if you all play golf, I'm sure 

you do, you realize that the key element in this is to have a putting stroke that is 

consistent and works well.  Through our age we tend to be slightly negative and we 
tend to have small self doubt on the putting green than any other part of the game, 

and Hale Irwin remained consistent throughout that.  His putting stood the test.  
That's the thing that really falls down, we tend to have a little self doubt at our age.  

The hole becomes a little bit smaller and we don't believe that it's going to go in the 
same as it did when we were 20.  His putting stayed consistent and his 

competitiveness -- there's always two guys when I started playing Ryder Cup golf in 

'91, there was two guys on the American team that I really wanted to avoid come 
singles day and one of them was Ray Floyd and another one was Hale Irwin.  Real 

competitors, tough, tough competitors, something that I respect fully, some players 
that I wanted to avoid in playing for that reason.  I was pretty competitive myself, but I 

felt they were really on a different plane and I managed to miss them both.  More luck 

than judgment.  But yeah, there's a reason why they've put Hale Irwin out No. 12 in 
the singles out of 12.  Whenever you put someone as No. 12 in the singles, there's a 

reason for it.  I was never actually No. 12.  There's two positions, No. 1 and No. 12 
that the captain has to really decide on and really think hard and fast about, and that's 

why when I was captain I put Graham McDowell at No. 12 because I felt that he could 
handle the pressure and of course managed to come through and I'm sure Dave 

Stockton felt the same about Hale Irwin, that's why he was 12 and that's why we put 

Bernhard Langer in that position on our team in '91, and it's amazing how it came 
down to that match, very few games have come down to No. 12 and we had the two 

toughest competitors that we could find in that position.  So Dave Stockton knew what 
he was doing as well in putting him there. 

 

So yeah, with your piece on Hale Irwin, I hope I can add to that by saying a true 
competitor and someone that we all respect in the game of golf because we are 

competitors ourselves. 
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Q.  I'm Carolyn and I work here at the club.  This being your debut at 
Prestonwood, what expectations did you have for the week based on the 
reputation that this event has on the TOUR? 
 

COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  I was speaking so Bernhard Langer, who was your winner 

in 2012 and a good friend of mine obviously through our European days, and he was 
saying how good an experience it was last year for him obviously in winning and at 

the same time what a good golf course it is.  I was always going to come here 
anyway, but he was encouraging me to do so.  It has fulfilled all expectations.  I think 

you have a wonderful club here and a super golf course and I look forward to 
tomorrow. 

 

Q.  (Question regarding check 2013 Presidents Cup.)    
 

COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  I watched a little bit of the golf at home.  Obviously it's 
broadcast on SkySports and I was watching a bit of it because you'll always be a 

Ryder Cup, Presidents Cup sort of thing and always interested to see how the 

Americans are doing more than anything because the Ryder Cup's next year and 
they've been very dominant in that Presidents Cup, a little bit too much so for the 

good of the competition and this is why they're probably thinking about changing 
something to, I don't know what they can do.  The international team you could get, 

there was nothing -- and well captained by Nick Price and what have you, but the 
Americans seemed very dominant in that.  Yet you come along to the Ryder Cup and 

Europe seems to have one up on the Americans in the Ryder Cup.  It's weird, you 

know.  America only won one in the last seven I think Ryder Cups, amazing, and yet 
they're so dominant in the Presidents Cup.  It's amazing how that changes.  We don't 

play everybody all the time, we do it in three days instead of four and I think that 
favors Europe in that normally what happens is that the strength and depth of the 

American TOUR shines through, and that's what's happening in the Presidents Cup is 

that when everybody plays, the American strength and depth is stronger than the 
international team or I believe the European team, but we tend to have a different 

format whereby we leave four guys out on every session and that tends to favor 
Europe more than it does international team who are playing all 12 for the first two 

days anyway.  So that's why I think the Americans are more dominant in that than 
they are in the Ryder Cup is that they're playing all 12 because the Americans could 

really put two teams out that are comparable to the strength and depth of the 

American TOUR.  We don't have that strength and depth and neither do the 
international team or the international players, so that's possibly why. 

 
Q.  Nick's making his debut at 56 this week.  You came right out.  Did you look 
forward to turning 50 and playing the Champions Tour whereas some guys may 
not? 
 

COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  Yeah, Nick was obviously and still is in his announcing 
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booth, commentary world, and of course that's stopped now with the FedEx series 

finished.  He used his exemption through the Hall of Fame category and he's playing 
and delighted that he is.  And it's helping this particular event and next week he's 

playing and of course he's a big name, a big world name.  Anything to add to this 
Champions Tour is great.  I came straight out because I wasn't feeling I was 

competitive to that stage on the, I call it the junior TOUR, on the European TOUR, I 

wasn't on a level playing field anymore.  It's become a power game.  Playing against 
Nicolas Colsaerts is no fun at the best of time.  I'm more like 70 behind him.  I was 

looking forward to the challenge of coming over here and playing full time on a tour 
that I never, ever did when I was competitive at that stage.  I never joined the U.S. 

Tour, the PGA TOUR, and I'm glad I was able to do that at 50.  But delighted to see 
Nick out here, fantastic.  He played at Muirfield this year at the Open, he's still exempt 

for that obviously and I think he got quite competitive again, he could do something.  

Delighted to see him out here. 
 

DAVE SENKO:  Everyone all set?  Thank you, Colin.  
 
COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  Thank you.    
 


