
tee-scripts.com 
   

1 

 
PRE-TOURNAMENT 
INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  BERNHARD LANGER 
Thursday, October 10, 2013 
 
 
DAVE SENKO:  We'd like to welcome our defending champion, Bernhard Langer.  I 

guess first off, we asked a couple of the other guys, you had a chance to see the golf 
course today, just maybe talk a little bit about that.  I know it was kind of a wet, rainy 

day, but -- 

 
BERNHARD LANGER:  It was dark, man.  It was really dark this morning.  Dark, cold 

and wet, but it got better as the day went on.  I think the golf course looks pretty good.  
It's too bad about the weather we've had the last two days but hopefully it will clear up 

and we'll get some sunshine and dry it up a little bit.  It played very long, I thought, the 
ball travels not very far when it's cold, kind of compresses very good and didn't get a 

whole lot of run because of the wet fairways, so it's playing long but otherwise it's in 

great shape. 
 

DAVE SENKO:  What shape is your game in right now coming in here?  
 

BERNHARD LANGER:  Good question.  I was doing the whirlwind trip to Germany 

last weekend because my niece was getting married and it's the only daughter of my 
brother, so I felt I had to do that and wanted to do it anyways, so I flew over there 

Friday and came back Sunday.  Then my son caught a really bad cold on that trip and 
now he gave it to me, so I'm not feeling too great, but hopefully I will get better and 

stronger as the week goes on.   
 

So the game is -- it's kind of -- I had four layers on today, it's difficult to make a proper 

turn and all that when you're bundled up, but I wasn't about to give up a layer just to 
make a better swing.  As I said, hopefully it will get a little warmer and we can get rid 

of one or two lawyers and make a good move with the golf ball. 
 

DAVE SENKO:  How would you assess your year so far? 

 
BERNHARD LANGER:  It's been the best worst year or the worst best good year I've 

ever had, something like that.  It's been a very good year, started phenomenal first 
couple months and it's been very solid ever since.  But looking back I probably could 

have, should have won five or six times and I've won twice.  With that part I'm not 

happy, but everything else I have no reason to complain.  I'm leading the money list, 
I'm second in the Schwab Cup, so a pretty good year overall.  

 
Q.  Every golf course being unique, what's the best thing about Prestonwood 
on a good day? 
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BERNHARD LANGER:  Well, it has a good layout of holes where it's probably 

slightly longer I think, the golf course, than some courses we play.  Talked to my 
caddie about it.  Even when it's dry it's not too many wedges into these greens, it's a 

lot of medium irons.  Right now it's long to medium irons because it's wet.  It's just you 
have to hit the fairways because coming out of this Bermuda rough it's difficult to 

control the ball, the spin and the distance.  Just hit the fairways so you have the 

opportunity to attack the flags.  It's a very good layout where you have a mixture of 
some very long holes, some shorter holes.  But you need to be precise, you can't 

spray it around, and the greens are always good so you can make some putts.  That's 
what I like, the greens are fast and true. 

 
Q.  To golf fans, what do you think it means to have this tour where you can 
have legends of the past or the recent past and people can watch their 
childhood heroes still play? 
 

BERNHARD LANGER:  Well, I think it's wonderful because there's not many other 
sports where you can do that, to start off with, and secondly I would enjoy that.  If I 

was a spectator or if I would just play golf for fun and I could watch guys play in their 

40s, 50s, 60s that I've watched for 20, 30, 40 years and I met some of them and I 
have somewhat of a relationship or some connection with them, I can relate to them a 

little bit.  If I was in my 50s and 60s, I could relate to these guys, not to a 20-year old 
who hits it 320 in the air and hits a 7-iron 200 or something like that, I can't really 

relate to that. 
 

Q.  Seeing the two new members of the Tour at this event, how do you relate 
back to when you first started on the Tour?  How do the members of the Tour 
embrace each other?  Obviously many of you have known each other, but as 
competitors once you get out on the course, you're looking to win.  What do 
you expect from two of them maybe coming in with a very relaxed attitude, they 
could be dangerous out there? 

 
BERNHARD LANGER:  Well, I think we all try to prepare as good as we can and be 

relaxed at the same time.  We enjoy each other's company.  I think it's great that Nick 
Faldo is playing and Colin Montgomerie.  Anybody that's a Hall of Famer and won 

majors, has a great career, it adds to the tournament, it helps our Tour, so it's great to 
see these guys compete on a regular basis.  It's good for the game of golf. 

 

Q.  To follow up from last year, I believe you had spoken with your youngest 
son about how you would play on that Sunday or that weekend, and is he the 
one that's sick and is he still giving that advice on how you can play this year 
since last year?  
 

BERNHARD LANGER:  Yeah, every once in a while we have that conversation on 
Saturday night and I say well, what do you think I need to shoot tomorrow to have a 

chance to win, so he gives me a number and he's usually pretty good.  I tend to listen 
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to him.  He's been right on many occasions and a few times I've pulled it off and a few 

times I haven't, but his number was always pretty good. 
 

Q.  Colin Montgomerie I believe referred to the other TOUR as the Junior TOUR.  
Is the clubhouse a lot more fun in this one? 

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  Oh, yeah, the clubhouse and the locker room, the whole 
atmosphere is slightly more fun, more relaxed.  A lot of guys, you know, we've made 

a name for ourselves, we've had a career, most of us are tournament winners or Hall 
of Famers or major winners or whatever it may be, so we don't have much to prove 

anymore, we're just here to enjoy a few more years of competitive golf and 
camaraderie-ship.    

 

Q.  With your oldest son graduating from UNC and your victory here last year, 
is this one of the events you look forward to coming to every year on the Tour?  
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  Sure, it's certainly one of my favorite events.  I love the 

people here, I love the golf course, the food is outstanding and I'm a foodie so love 

that part, too.  But yeah, there's a special connection with UNC as well.  It's been very 
good for him, and visiting him several times the last few years has just given us that 

little special connection that we don't have with other places. 
 

DAVE SENKO:  Thank you, Bernhard. 
 

BERNHARD LANGER:  You're welcome. 
 


