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PRE-TOURNAMENT 
INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  SIR NICK FALDO 
Thursday, October 10, 2013 
 
 
DAVE SENKO:  Well, Nick, thanks for joining us.  Maybe get us started how this 

came about to play here.  This will be your first start in a Champions Tour event here 
in the U.S. 

 

SIR NICK FALDO:  How I became a golfer again.  I was asked to do a commercial 
for a necessary well-known Scottish single malt company by the name of 

Glenmorangie way back early in the year and that fired up my whole golf season 
because they put me in front of a camera -- you can see the commercial -- and with 

no warning they said, What's your favorite golf course?  You know, you want the pine 
trees at Augusta, you want the coastline of Pebble Beach, you want the links of St. 

Andrews.  Anyway, to cut a long story short, memorability, I said wow, Muirfield 

Scotland is very important to me, that 18th green.  So that sewed the seeds way back 
early in the year.   

 
Then I was at home in May sometime and I said, you know, I thought, you know I 

might regret not going to Muirfield because I could.  I'm 56, next time I might be over 

65 and I thought I might regret not going to Muirfield.  So I decided to gear up and 
saw my old physio in Texas and they looked at my shoulder, my muscles in there, so 

I had to rebuild my shoulder.   
 

Anyway, I loved going to Muirfield, I had a great experience.  I had my boy 
Matthew on the bag and we had a great time.  But as you know, if you saw 
Muirfield, it was impossible.  You need to be playing -- even the best players in 
the world were struggling.  So I thought about it, I thought I need to come about 
it where at least the golf course sticks, stays wherever you hit it.  So I started 
looking at the Champions Tour schedule.  You know, TV, the CBC was at 
Barclays, so I thought why not, come and give it a go.  Actually I was playing 
with Freddy, I asked his caddie, I said where should I play?  He said you should 
come to this one, it's a good one.  I said all right, so here I am.  That was a long 
story.  
 
DAVE SENKO:  What were your impressions of the golf course?  You had a chance 

to see it. 

 
SIR NICK FALDO:  Yeah, I had a chance just today.  It's a nice golf course.  Exactly 

what we want really because wherever you hit it, because of the rains, it's just going 
to stick there so it's a nice course.  We'll just see what we can do, see what shots we 

can hit. 
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Q.  Being around golf so much being a commentator, were there times you 
wanted to just leap out of the booth and go play again?  
 

SIR NICK FALDO:  No, I made a rule, when I went to the tower whenever that was, 
it's been nine seasons now, I actually said to myself, don't regret, don't sit up here 

and say I should be out there.  Actually I've been really good with it.  There's only a 

few times it was more like, actually there was one a couple years ago it was in 
beautiful condition, it's one of my favorite courses, I won there and I thought that was 

maybe the first time I thought I wouldn't mind playing.  But generally no, and the more 
television you do, more sitting in the chair, the worse your golf swing gets.  So I was 

quite shocked a couple years ago when I went on Trackman, my swing, I lost like 
7 miles an hour.  Just because you sit around doing less and coupled with whatever 

the mind and the body.  I've only played 50 rounds probably since the Open at St. 

Andrews.  After that Open that kind of hurt me.  But this time at Muirfield I was in a 
much better frame, I've just got to enjoy it, whatever happens happens.  So kind of 

like curiosity I'm saying I'm just coming here to see what Nick Faldo's game is all 
about, whether it's any good or not, so we shall see. 

 

Q.  What are your expectations and how will you feel if you don't meet those 
expectations?  
 
SIR NICK FALDO:  The good thing, don't set any expectations.  No, I think, yeah, 

being a competitor you start dreaming how well -- I think that's really what I'm here to 
find out, how well could I play.  But as you get older, you've got all your things, I've 

got a damaged capsule in this arm so I've got to play around that.  Luckily I've got a 

really good physio here with me this week so I get rebuilt every day and you go back 
out and you have to find ways to make swings because if this starts to hurt, you have 

to compensate.  I haven't set anything like that, but in the back of your mind you're 
saying to yourself, hey, if I play a good hole, I can play as good as anybody else.  I've 

got to string 18 of them together, that's the real secret. 

 
Q.  Good to have you in the Triangle. 
 
SIR NICK FALDO:  Thanks. 

 
Q.  This whole Champions Tour concept where you get the three-day 
tournament, you get to have an element of competition and you get to have 
more of a rapport with the guys you're playing against and extend your career.  
It's a phenomenal thing that's unique to your sport and I'm just wondering your 
thoughts on being able to step back into it and have this opportunity. 
 

SIR NICK FALDO:  Yeah, the great thing about golf is, I mean, golfers never die, do 

they, as the old joke, they simply lose their balls.  So yeah, we're very fortunate you 
can come back out and keep bashing away.  Nice to see old faces I've seen for the 

last 30 years as a pro.  Some I wonder what the hell they're still out there doing, so 
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I'm lucky, I'm fortunate.  I think even the bigger picture as a kid, as they say, I chose 

to go into golf, so we're very fortunate in this game.  There's so many different 
avenues.  There's other sports, once you're finished in an arena you're done, but in 

golf there's dozens of different directions you can go in the game of golf, so it was a 
good career decision 30 years ago. 

 

Q.  Same type of question, what do you think it means to the fans to be able to 
see the heroes of their youth? 

 
SIR NICK FALDO:  Yeah, it's always good.  I think the guys are a little looser and you 

connect more.  I mean, I can speak for myself, I think if it's going well, it's going well.  
If it's not going well, it doesn't really matter.  For me fortunately I haven't got to put 

food on the table for the kids, but that's my attitude.  Some guys, it's still bread and 

butter to them, they still want to be competitive.  That's the great thing in sports, you 
still want to be competitive.  Nothing better than playing like in your arena if you can 

still do it.  That's will real bottom line.  It's a little harder in an athletic sport. 
 

Q.  I asked Monty the same question.  Yes, you're going to play your best, 
you're out there competing, comes down to that final day and you're in it, how 
intense are you in your mind ready to take a tournament title even first 
go-round here? 
 

SIR NICK FALDO:  Yes, what you'd love to do.  I would love to get in there and, as 
they call it, scare myself.  I hope I can get my name on that leaderboard and see what 

it feels like again.  That was always the thrill in my playing career.  As you heard me 

on television, how well can you play on Sunday afternoon.  The rest of the week 
doesn't matter, it's all about Sunday afternoon.  It's the fourth quarter, isn't it.  It's the 

final set, Sunday afternoon, especially in majors.  If you can play, that's the biggest 
thrill of this game, going out there and feeling really nervous, apprehensive, 

everything, but you know you can go out and play your heart out, that's what you're 

trying to do.  So if we can rekindle that a bit here, it will be fun. 
 

Q.  Did you miss it at all when you weren't playing? 
 

SIR NICK FALDO:  No, I didn't miss it, no, not really, because I mean, time whizzes 
by as well.  Very happy with television.  And as I said, I did 29-odd seasons and you 

kind of go, okay, that's enough.  And the game's petering off a bit, so I'm not here to -- 

as I said, I'm here more out of curiosity because I can.  But you're always asked that 
question.  Like any athlete, if you had pixie dust and said you can play golf how Nick 

Faldo played golf til the day I die, sure, I want to be a golfer because you're an 
athlete, that's my stage and I loved it.  But, as we know, once you can't run, jump and 

chuck it as far as you used to, it's time to change. 

 
Q.  You seem to sort of play in a cocoon, you've done television, obviously 
people have gotten to know a different side of you.  Will you be different 
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crowd-wise? 

 
SIR NICK FALDO:  Yeah, yeah, I think so.  I think I'm here to entertain the gallery 

and entertain myself.  I thought it was quite funny at the Open I birdied the 3rd hole 
and I turned to the gallery and I said, First birdie of the year in July.  The old Nick 

Faldo wouldn't have said a word, gone on to the next. 

 
Q.  Do you want to be one of the guys out here?  It never seemed like you were 
sort of one of the guys.  
 

SIR NICK FALDO:  No, that's right.  I mean, here you bump into old faces and 
wonder what the hell they're doing.  As I said, oh, you're still alive, things like that. 

 

Q.  Do you have long-term plans to keep playing tournaments? 
 

SIR NICK FALDO:  I don't know.  Yes, it's kind of nice.  I'm very fortunate I can pick 
and choose.  I think physically is probably the -- right now mentally.  I mean, 

physically maybe the other next issue, but nothing more than a few.  I've got a lot 

going on.  In a couple weeks we're bringing a hundred kids over for my Faldo Series 
to the Greenbrier, so that's big to me, we've been working hard on that.  Then I jump 

on a plane and fly to China to do work for Mastercard, things like that, so I've got lots 
going on.  The design business is good.  Family is growing up, all sorts of things.  

Then we're back in the tower in January and off we go with the season.  Plenty on my 
plate, which is all right. 

 

Q.  This morning you played in the pro-am with Dr. Jim Goodnight and 
Prestonwood general manager Matt Massei.  Were they able to offer any special 
insight about course conditions or the event itself that could help you 
throughout the weekend?  
 

SIR NICK FALDO:  Yeah, they told me it was going to start raining, so I was very 
pleased with that, then we just had a good time.  They gave me a few lines off the 

tee.  Obviously I was guessing, couldn't see around a few of the corners, but all in all 
we had a good time, a good day. 

 
DAVE SENKO:  Okay.  Any more questions?  Thank you, Nick.   
 


