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INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  SCOTT GARDINER 
Saturday, September 28, 2013 
 
 
Q.  Didn't you send one out this morning? 

 
SCOTT GARDINER:  I don't know if I did.  Someone accused me of that earlier, but I 

don't know.  

 
Q.  I thought you sent a Tweet out.  5-under, did you feel like it was playing a 
little bit easier today? 
 

SCOTT GARDINER:  Not really when I was going for 6 through about 14, I guess, all 
those holes into the wind.  I think they had the tee quite a bit up on 8 and I think I still 

had 190 yards.  And then 9, pin was on the front and I think I had 183 yards and 

those greens are pretty small targets.  It was still pretty challenging.  The course is 
soft, but if we were playing somewhere else, it might be a little bit worse. 

 
Q.  Game plan tomorrow, try to win this thing or try not to lose too much 
position? 

 
SCOTT GARDINER:  Not really, not really thinking about position.  I was fortunate to 

play well the first week and give myself another go of it next year.  The main objective 
was to get back out there.  I'm playing well, so I just want to do that again.  Normally 

keep doing that, you know, it's a good week.  Chesson's obviously playing great, but 

it's nice to sleep in on the weekends. 
 

Q.  Can you think too much in positions like this? 
 

SCOTT GARDINER:  Not really.  I'm not one of the guys hovering around 50, so I'm 
fortunate in that respect.  Yeah, I enjoy playing this tournament, I've had some 

success here before and I just want to go out and play the course well.  And it would 

be nice to add one, like my son's always telling me, I need to get a trophy for him 
because I don't think I've won since he was on the scene and he says, Why does 

daddy always lose? 
 

Q.  Did your good finish in Ft. Wayne kind of take the pressure off? 

 
SCOTT GARDINER:  Oh, for sure, for sure, but I had a tough year and I don't know, I 

was just -- obviously I want to get my card back, but if you don't play well here it's a 
long off-season and you want to pay the bills.  I didn't really think too much about 

what place would guarantee my card.  I got a surprise when I looked at the text 
message to see how much money I had won because out here we're used to playing 

between 500 and 750, and a million dollar tournament is quite a big deal on the 
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Web.com.  

 
Q.  So you didn't know that until after the fact? 

 
SCOTT GARDINER:  No, no.  The focus is always to play well and the results, you 

read them in the paper on Monday. 

 
Q.  How long did it take after you got the text message for it to register that that 
will just about do it for you? 
 

SCOTT GARDINER:  Just when people started telling me.  I didn't want to really think 
too far ahead because it's a free tournament and this is all new to everybody.  I don't 

know, I think it's a pretty substantial amount for this Tour and I thought back to when I 

played this Tour and you think about what is top 25 after three or four weeks and it's 
not anywhere near 60,000.  Everybody gets four opportunities to do it, so I don't 

know, I like it. 
 

Q.  Was it kind of hard to stay focused after that?  Was motivation an issue 
knowing you locked up your card? 
 

SCOTT GARDINER:  Not really because I had a little tough middle of the year, which 
I lost count of how many times I didn't play the weekend.  The last couple months I've 

started working with Nick Bradley and just getting the process right and making better 
decisions.  There's a lot of swing technique out there, but he's taught me to manage 

myself better on the course, just having a plan.  You do a lot of things instinctively, but 

if you write it on paper you've got something to fall back on and it doesn't surprise you 
when you're confronted by tough pins because you don't have to go at them because, 

you know, we practice from 30 feet a bit.  Par's not a bad score in some places. 
 

Q.  Where does he teach you? 

 
SCOTT GARDINER:  Nick Bradley?  He teaches in Myrtle Beach.  He's written a 

couple of books, "7 Laws of the Golf Swing" and "Kinetic Golf," and he's writing one 
on the mental side, which I think is probably the thing that most of us struggle with as 

tour professionals, something that isn't tapped into enough by people who know the 
game.  Great players talk about the process and that's really the difference between 

them and the rest of us.  I'm trying to work on that. 

 
Q.  When did you start working with him? 

 
SCOTT GARDINER:  I started working with him the week before Connecticut and my 

scores have sort of gotten closer together.  Even though I missed a few cuts early, 

but I made three of the last four cuts and had a string of some good rounds.  In 
Canada I made quite a few birdies and then played quite well at Mississippi, 

Sanderson Farms. 
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Q.  What was the biggest change to your swing that he suggested? 
 

SCOTT GARDINER:  It was more about planning how I'm going to play into the 
greens, play a different trajectory with my shots, hitting lower shots into the back, 

medium middle, high front, and left and right fades, just trying to use the whole of the 

green so I've got more margin for error.  So that's been a big theme, and it's much 
better in this game when you're putting for birdie as opposed to having some short 

putts for birdies and having some awkward lies around the greens. 
 

Q.  (Inaudible)  
 

SCOTT GARDINER:  I think I hit a 4-iron to about six feet.  That's a nice way to start. 

 
Q.  That 7, 8, 9 streak, how long were those putts? 

 
SCOTT GARDINER:  7 was about a foot or two, 8 was like about five feet, and 9 was 

like 10 feet. 

 
Q.  And 18? 

 
SCOTT GARDINER:  18 was about 10 feet I would say as well. 

 
Q.  Were you kind of playing against the game with the wind on 1, just how 
fierce was it going downwind? 

 
SCOTT GARDINER:  Not really.  222 to the front and I figured 215 is normally my 

4-iron, it was like 237 I think to the pin, so that was pretty -- the wind was out of the 
left, so as long as I kept it a little bit left it was going to end up in good shape. 

 

Q.  As tough as the course is playing, there's been a couple holes in 1, there's 
been a couple of 2s and an eagle out there, you're in the right position and the 
greens are obviously receptive to shots like that. 
 

SCOTT GARDINER:  Yeah, if you hit a lot of greens out here you're going to have 
success.  That's always been the key when it was firm or when it's wet.  It's a good 

start of golf I played.  The course I play at home is pretty penal off the fairway so I've 

learned to manage myself a bit around there, too.  Yeah, it's great to be here at the 
home of the PGA TOUR and playing a great tournament. 
 


