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MIKE STEVENS & CLAY RIDDELL 
Sunday, September 1, 2013 
 
 
DAVE SENKO:  Clay Riddell and Champions Tour president Mike Stevens, we asked 
them to come in and talk a little bit about the tournament.  Mike, if you would like to 
get us started, or Clay? 
 
CLAY RIDDELL:  Well, I think I first met Mike in October last year and sometime in 
mid December I put out my hand and said okay, and I came here this week and a 
pretty good tournament broke out. 
 
MARK STEVENS:  That's about that simple.  No, I think you probably heard kind of 
the start of this thing.  It started with I got a phone call from Stephen Ames and 
another friend of mine, Kevin Heise, who you may or not know, he's the owner of 
Springbank Links just outside the city.  It was kind of through Stephen and one of his 
representatives, Kim Cost (ph) that kind of rekindled this interest up here.  We had 
always been interested in coming to Calgary, but you need certain elements to come 
together.  But Stephen and Kim met with Clay and Allan and they agreed to accept 
the meeting, which was pretty nice.  We came up and brought another gentleman on 
my staff with me and kind of explained what the Champions Tour was all about and 
thankfully we had a good day, because Clay said yes, absolutely we'll do it.  And a 
couple of the gentlemen on the Patrons Group wanted to ask to see if they would get 
involved, it was Keith MacPhail and Guy Turcotte and Jim Riddell obviously. 
 
CLAY RIDDELL:  I didn't ask Jim, I just advised him that I put him on. 
 
MARK STEVENS:  Then we actually didn't get the contract done until December and 
then we announced our schedule.  Then after the 1st of the year they were able to 
secure Shaw and they signed that deal probably in February, wasn't it, or 
thereabouts? 
 
CLAY RIDDELL:  Yeah, pretty quick after I came back from the Christmas holidays 
we met with Shaw.  They only took a week.  They were excited to do the event and 
stepped up real quickly and just have been outstanding partners for this. 
 
MARK STEVENS:  What's unique about that is when you put these events together, 
it typically takes us at minimum a year to do, and usually it's about a year and a half 
process.  For this to come together in just a few months and then to secure a title 
sponsor, and then they had to hire an event management company, Bruno Event 
Team, who in turn had to hire a tournament director in Sean Van Kesteren.  They 
literally only had about four months to plan, and to put on an event this good of this 
magnitude with only four months to plan is unbelievable.  I mean, it has exceeded the 
wildest expectations of the Champions Tour and our players, and it literally from the 
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start is now literally one of our best events on our Tour.  That's high praise because 
we don't hand that out very often, but this is good.  You're probably hearing it from the 
players this week when they come in and talk about it. 
 
Q.  Mike, you were I think saying earlier to someone that the crowds here have 
been as good or better than a lot of first-year tournaments.  Just how good 
have they been? 
 
MARK STEVENS:  I don't know the numbers, that's up to Shaw and Clay and the 
group to release at some point in time, but I can just tell you just from observation on 
Friday I came to the golf course, I had to do the global early morning interview, which 
was pretty early and very cold actually.  We call that winter where I come from.  But 
there was kind of this hopeful optimism in the air from all of us that we knew Calgary 
was a very enthusiastic golf market and we knew it was a great sports town, but we 
just didn't know if the golf enthusiasm would translate into a successful golf 
tournament, even with the best players in the world playing here.   
 
So when I left the television tent, there were a few people up around the first tee so I 
went and had breakfast in player dining.  I only meant to be there for about 15 
minutes and I ran into a bunch of players and I was there for about an hour and a 
half.  When I came out, the entire first tee was surrounded probably 10 deep, there 
were people lined completely across the bridge, and they were already lined down the 
first fairway and some of our bigger stars hadn't even teed off yet.  So that told me 
right away that we had something going here.   
 
Then as the day -- I immediately walked over to the gate to see what it was looking 
like for the people coming in and they were just streaming in from the gate.  I 
immediately said, you know what, we've got a home run here and it's proven to be 
true. 
 
Q.  Clay, do you have some exact crowd count numbers?  Maybe before that, 
when you stuck your hand up, you pretty much had to guarantee this 
tournament, but you do have some good friends that obviously knew you could 
count on.  
 
CLAY RIDDELL:  We do have five, well, six in counting Stephen, five who are -- were 
on the (inaudible) without a sponsor when we first started.  My son, Jim, Allan Markin, 
Phil and Guy Turcotte.  And I've heard a variety of numbers.  I do know that Mike has 
told me that these are as big of crowds as they get at any of their tournaments.  Just 
looking around, everybody's just having an outstanding time at Canyon Meadows. 
 
Q.  Has this tournament even exceeded your expectations of what could 
possibly be? 
 
CLAY RIDDELL:  I would have to say yes, it has, it has absolutely exceeded our 
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expectation.  We just had outstanding weather, an outstanding field, an outstanding 
golf course, 1200 volunteers who have done much a magnificent job.  It's just been a 
great, great week. 
 
Q.  Is this still going to dig into your pockets a little bit from the Patrons Group, 
the sponsor, or are you going to get near or break even?  I know you're still 
committing money to the charities whether you make money or not. 
 
CLAY RIDDELL:  The Calgary Children's Charities are going to do very well, 
somewhere in the vicinity of one and a quarter, one and a half million dollars.  We 
don't know what the numbers will be.  Obviously they're still paying $40 to come 
through the front gates.  We'll see how that all works out at the end of the day.  A lot 
of beers being sold out there, too, from one of my good friends, Big Rock. 
 
Q.  Clay, I just want to ask, what made you put your hand up and say let's go 
after this? 
 
CLAY RIDDELL:  Randy, we just wanted to do something for Calgary.  We have a lot 
of first-class events here.  As you know, we have the Stampede, Spruce Meadows, 
the Calgary Flames, which I know a little bit about.  Stampeders also.  This is a great 
golf city, as Mike said.  To be able to bring a tournament like this of this quality with 
known stars just seemed like the right thing to do.  I think this is just a great thing for 
southern Alberta, for Calgary, for Canada, for Canyon Meadows, for everybody 
involved. 
 
Q.  Mike, what I do know of Clay, if I say he did an amazing job he'll brush it 
aside and say everyone else did.  So can you sort of tell everybody what all 
Clay did and what all the group did and what it meant to have everybody do 
that?  I know in the time frame, but just what they did. 
 
MARK STEVENS:  First of all, he's a good negotiator, let me tell you that.  The first 
thing when you go into new markets, you try to identify people in the marketplace that 
have some kind of impact in the community because it gives you that one leg up of 
credibility, if you will. 
 
So when we were able to meet with Clay and Allan and the others, it's immediate 
credibility.  And obviously with the ties, the sports ties that they have with the Flames 
and the Stamps, et cetera, that gave us even more credibility because those are very 
successful franchises.  So for a gentleman and a group actually that looks at this 
sports entity not from a fun aspect but from a business aspect and from an 
opportunity to add something to a community that already has some very successful 
sports franchises, that helps quite a bit. 
 
So when it gets to the point of again announcing certain aspects, be it just an event or 
a sponsor or even calling on a sponsor, when you have guys like Clay and Allan, 
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Keith and Guy and Jim, it helps you get in the door quicker and it helps you get an 
answer quicker.  We didn't have a lot of time.   
 
I would be lying if I didn't tell you that there was a point in time when we were talking 
about this that we thought maybe we ought to push it ahead a year and that maybe 
there wasn't going to be enough time to pull the event together, not just that we could 
have done an event because we could have done an event, but to pull an event 
together that would meet the standards of Calgary, because you guys are used to 
some pretty first-class stuff up here and Spruce Meadows being quite the pinnacle 
actually next week.  Again, it took a lot of hard work and a little bit of trust knowing 
that me and some others convincing Clay that we know what we're doing and we 
think we can pull this off.  Then obviously we did, so it's worked out quite well. 
 
Q.  Mike, a lot of smiles on the players out there, lot of smiles on the crowd.  
What does that mean to have all those people there watching? 
 
MARK STEVENS:  Well, the players, they still get nervous on the first tee.  You might 
not think that after playing golf for 30-some odd years, but there are butterflies in their 
stomachs on the first tee and they love to perform in front of crowds.  They're not just 
great athletes, they're entertainers, so they love to be in front of great crowds.  So the 
more fans there are out there, obviously the happier they are and the better they feel.  
It's not a whole lot of fun when you're out there playing and there isn't everybody 
watching you after everybody's worked so hard to do an event.  We don't have that 
big of a problem, we get really good crowds on our Tour.  It's grown over the last 
couple of years with some initiatives we've worked on to redefine the Champions 
Tour a little bit.  These crowds are exceptional, absolutely exceptional.  Someone 
interviewed me last evening and asked me how do I feel about the crowds and I said 
it's awesome, and it is.  The players will tell you that in a second.  They're extremely 
happy to be here.   
 
I can tell you there are some players that aren't here, one of our top players sent me 
a text on Wednesday and wants to know next year's date because he wants to 
schedule it now so he can be here.  They text back and forth with each other and 
people are hearing about how great this is.  It's not just here inside the ropes, it's the 
way they're treated downtown, it's the wives' function at Spruce Meadows.  I had 
dinner last night with Loren Roberts.  His wife Kim went on that function and she's 
been going on wives' functions now for probably 30-some odd years, PGA TOUR and 
Champions Tour, and she said it's the best wives' function she's ever been on.  That's 
saying a lot because they've done some pretty cool stuff over the years.  Everybody 
seems to be happy to have us here.   
 
It's funny, I was up having lunch just a couple of minutes ago and the buzz amongst 
the people is just amazing.  When they see our players around and they're talking 
about it, it's just that Calgary hasn't seen that for so long, since 1998, and now they're 
seeing it firsthand and they're literally eating lunch beside Hale Irwin who shot, what 
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did he shoot today?  64, beat his age by four shots.  Wow, he's getting older than I 
thought he was.  I've known Hale for 34 years.   
 
It's just fun hearing all that stuff.  So we couldn't be happier.  Every aspect of a 
successful event that you want to reach and you want to hit, we've hit this week.  The 
guys can't wait to get back here next year. 
 
Q.  Mike, you sort of answered one of my questions.  I was going to ask have 
you heard from anybody who wanted to be here next year, have you heard from 
other people, and also can you talk about the golf course?  A lot of the players 
are saying that the greens are some of the best they've seen and the conditions 
are great.  
 
MARK STEVENS:  Yeah, it's funny, when Hale and I were up here in November I 
guess it was, I think it was our Thanksgiving week.  
 
CLAY RIDDELL:  Calgary playoff football game. 
 
MARK STEVENS:  Yeah, that's right, because it was Sunday that the Stamps were 
playing and won and went to the Grey Cup.  I think we tried to time the presentation 
so the people could come home and watch it. 
 
CLAY RIDDELL:  Hale came up in a Stampeders sweater. 
 
MARK STEVENS:  We did some Q and A with the members and we had a contract 
but we didn't have a golf course yet.  So we had to do what we could to convince the 
members that ... 
 
(Audio interruption.) 
 
... will allow the golf course, I don't want to say toughen because that's not what we're 
trying to do; it will play a little bit differently when we're here next year.  It won't impact 
the members, the members will still have a great golf course.  It's not like we're going 
to redo all the bunkers and make them 12 feet deep, something like that.  But there 
are a couple of mowing patterns out there that can happen to help tighten in some of 
the landing areas.   
 
We're actually, Brian Claar, my head rules official, and I spoke yesterday and we're 
considering playing it as a par 70 next year instead of a 71.  We kind of went back 
and forth on 15 on what we were going to do, make it a 5 or a 4, and we decided to 
keep it a 5 because of the excitement we think it's going to generate coming down the 
stretch.  But after watching them play this year and getting a feel for the winds, I think 
we're almost certain that we're going to make that a par 4, so next year we'll be 
playing a par 70 instead of a par 71.   
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Again, the members might see a little bit of a change with some mowing patterns, and 
again it's to allow the ball particularly around the bunkers, let's say, on this golf 
course, it's an old-style golf course that was built in the '50s.  If you're familiar with 
golf course architecture, the way the fairway bunkers and the fairway and the rough 
is, it's kind of that standard of that time when they were building those golf courses.   
 
We're thinking about asking them to cut the fairway up to those bunkers as opposed 
to having about five yards between the fairway and the bunker.  Now what will 
happen is when they hit the shot out there, instead of the ball rolling and getting stuck 
in the rough, it will roll into the bunker and be a little bit more penal.  But again, it is a 
difficult golf course, but when you give them the types of conditions they're playing, 
they're going to go low.  That's not a bad thing, birdies are fun.  You just heard a roar 
there a couple minutes ago.  That's what we want, we want roars around this golf 
course.  Later on this afternoon I think we'll probably hear some coming down the 
stretch because some guys will be taking some chances that they might not have on 
Friday or Saturday.  
 


