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INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  ROCCO MEDIATE 
Sunday, September 1, 2013 
 
DAVE SENKO:  Well, Rocco, congratulations, winning the inaugural Shaw Charity 

Classic, your second win of the year.  Just three or four little things I wanted to pass 
along.  Your 54-hole total of 191 matched the lowest 54-hole score in Champions 

Tour history. 

 
ROCCO MEDIATE:  Oh, if I didn't bogey 16, damn it.   

 
DAVE SENKO:  And you're the third rookie winner in a row joining Bart and John 

Riegger. 

 
ROCCO MEDIATE:  Right. 

 
DAVE SENKO:  And this is the first time we've had back-to-back-to-back rookie 

winners since '04. 
 

ROCCO MEDIATE:  Good for the rookies. 

 
DAVE SENKO:  And the sixth time a rookie has won this year.  With that, maybe just 

share your thoughts on what turned out to be a great week for you. 
 

ROCCO MEDIATE:  Like I said, I loved the place when I saw it because of its little 

bitty fairways and lots of trees.  I was fortunate this week to not drive in the trees that 
many times and keep it in the fairways or close to the fairways.  Some of the fairways 

were teeny so even missing them a little bit wasn't a big deal, you just couldn't hit 
them in those big things with leaves on them all day.  I did a couple times where I had 

to come out sideways, took an unplayable on one yesterday.  You can't hit them 
there.  I like that look, I like the enclosed look, like I said.  So it fit me well and 

everything worked out well. 

 
DAVE SENKO:  Take us through your birdies starting on No. 4 and 5, the par 5. 

 
ROCCO MEDIATE:  4, I hit a good pitch from about 60 yards or so give or take, I 

don't remember, to about five, six feet, maybe a little longer, and that kind of got me 

started.  I made a good putt down the hill.  We really read the greens -- we read the 
greens well all the time, but anytime -- just a little story about that real quick.  Martin 

and I, we were reading them well, I just wasn't putting the putter where I needed to 
put it.  I don't know where it was, the 4th or 5th hole of the week.  I said, you know 

what, just line me up because we're both right on.  If it's right edge, get me on the 
right edge.  All of a sudden the first one we did it, it went in, so we're going to do that 

forever so that's when it started.  I made a good putt on 4 today.  I hit a pretty 8-iron 

on 5 to about 10 feet maybe give or take, another good putt there, another hooker.   
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6 is where I think the day kind of changed.  I hit kind of a crappy 3-wood but not real 
bad, just enough to be off line and it got right up under the tree, right against -- a foot 

from -- you can't get in those trees and actually I was about to take an unplayable.  
He goes no, come in here and see, because if I had taken an unplayable I still 

wouldn't have taken much of a shot.  So I snuck in under the tree and hit a 7-iron out 

to 60 yards, pitched it up to three, four feet I guess and made it.  That could have 
changed the day.  Obviously we won't know, that kept momentum going because I 

just made two birdies.  That was even more important than the two birdies almost.   
 

7, I hit two good ones on 7 to maybe 15 feet and made that down the hill and off to 
the races, just trying to keep making birdies now.  I didn't know what anybody was 

doing.  If I shoot 5-, 6-under par, I probably won't lose, probably. 

 
DAVE SENKO:  11?  

 
ROCCO MEDIATE:  11, driver and 8-iron just on the front fringe and just missed 

(inaudible) a foot.  Where else did I birdie?   

 
Oh, 14, I hit a really cool 9-iron to that right pin to about four feet give or take and that 

was huge.  Then we waited for about 25 minutes give or take on 15.  I don't do good 
when I wait, I hate it, and I hit a horrible tee shot, just kind of hooked it into the left but 

it got through the pines this time, thank God, and then I had that crazy thing that 
happened there on 15.  It was 230 something to the hole but only 205 or 6 to cover 

the front.  Martin did say if you're a hundred percent sure that you can get the club on 

this ball, it's a perfect club.  And I was a hundred percent sure.  It was just matter of 
hitting it in the right spot.  It came out obviously perfect.  I didn't expect it to be five 

feet from the hole, I was just trying to get up over that junk to try to make a birdie and 
it just came off perfect. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  What did you hit?  
 

ROCCO MEDIATE:  Hybrid, carried it about 10, 12 yards on the green and it rolled up 
there stiff, which is kind of sick.  But you miss that shot and you're an idiot, you know 

what I mean?  But I felt like I could do it.  I didn't want to lay up with a 9-iron or 7-iron 
and have that third shot in there.  I don't know, I was on a run so I just kept running.   

 

What else did I do?  I bogeyed 16, miss-hit a 5-iron a little bit.  Actually hit a pretty 
good putt, only one I missed today really.   

 
And then 18 was just, I had a terrible drive but I was thinking, I never had a lead like 

that, I never had where I was leading by five or six shots.  All I was thinking was 

where can I get in the most trouble, which is to the right.  I was like, let's just give it a 
little flip into that bunker and that was the end of that.  I wasn't real concerned after 

that, just pitched a 7-iron up there and 52 degrees.  It was cool to make the putt 
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though, it was cool too finish that way.  It didn't really matter but it was still cool to 

make. 
 

DAVE SENKO:  How far?  
 

ROCCO MEDIATE:  12 feet maybe?  I don't know, I'm not good at that. 

 
DAVE SENKO:  What was 16 again?  

 
ROCCO MEDIATE:  5-iron perfect lie just about four, five yards short.  I knew it was 

going to be short when it was in the air.  Actually hit a pretty good pitch there but 
missed the putt.  I wanted to get out as far as I could if I could so I could make a 

mistake or two if I had to instead of having to par, whatever.  Either way it would have 

been fun but it was really fun.  I've never done it like that before.  It was a first for me 
to have a big lead with three or four holes to play.  All you have to do is keep 

breathing and I should win.  I kept breathing and I won, so it's good. 
 

DAVE SENKO:  Do you remember winning an event on TOUR by this large a 

margin?  
 

ROCCO MEDIATE:  Never have.  I had a big lead at Phoenix in '99 when I beat Tiger 
that year.  I had a 6-shot lead going to Sunday and I ended up winning by I think 3.  I 

played good that day, too.  I never had -- you know, I still had to play the last hole.  I 
had Justin by 2, and actually Justin finished 2nd and Tiger finished 3rd.  I had Justin 

by 2 going to the last and anything could happen, and I made a par so that was the 

end of that, so yeah.  But I never had a -- no.   
 

I had a big lead at Frys, too.  I had a pretty good lead at Frys, too, and I ended up 
winning by a shot.  That was a bad weather day, I'll blame it on that.  I never had kind 

of a walk in the park thing if you can call it that, but I never felt -- I never let myself 

think it was over at any point of the day until I putted it on the last hole. 
 

Q.  Rocco, you and the rest of the field, 80 other guys over three days, made 
exactly a thousand birdies this week and 40-some eagles.  Like how do you 
turn that into a walk in the park?  How does a guy get 7 strokes ahead when 
everyone else is making that many birdies? 

 

ROCCO MEDIATE:  I just had a lot of opportunities.  I kept the ball in front of me 
most of the time.  I had some ridiculously good shots to par 5s and I made some 

good -- I made a lot of putts.  We all did, but I had a lot of opportunities.  I don't know 
how many greens I hit this week but I hit a lot.  I just made them.  I hit a lot of good 

shots inside 15 feet all week and I made a lot of putts.  And we managed it around, 

we were right on the clubbing.  Our clubs, we did not make a mistake one time this 
week on clubs into greens.  It's hard to do.  We don't make mistakes very often.  The 

tee shots we chose most of the time the right club.  I like to hit further shots and he 
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pulled me back a bunch today, which is the right thing to do.  I want to go, but you 

can't on some of these holes because there's nowhere to go.  They're so little, you 
can't do anything -- if you miss, you're in bad shape.  I don't know, I had a lot of 

opportunities, I made a lot of them. 
 

Q.  On 15 when you hit into the trees in the left, I mean (inaudible) so quickly, 
on 16 when you miss-hit it (inaudible).  So many guys take so long? 
 

ROCCO MEDIATE:  No, I don't mess around. 
 

Q.  Billy Ray Brown, he was standing sort of off with the Golf Channel and 
made some off-the-cuff remarks, he was surprised, he called the shot sick, but 
on the other hand he was surprised you bothered to try given the position you 
were in? 
 

ROCCO MEDIATE:  Yeah, I just wanted to be able to -- if it was a marginal lie, but it 
was kind of marginal but it wasn't that marginal.  I mean, if it was buried, that would 

have been an easy decision, I would have pitched it down to the left and hit it on the 

green and whatever.  But this one was looking at me going, come on, dude, let's try 
this, you can do this thing.  Alls I had to do was hit it on the middle of the face.  As 

long as I got it up in the air a little bit, it was going to carry over 200 yards.  I said if I 
can't do this, then I don't know, I turned into Mickelson that minute of the day, maybe I 

turned into Phil but I knew I could hit it.  I was just aiming at right bunker and I figured 
if I hit it straight, fine, I don't care where it goes as long as it's over the stuff.  I knew I 

couldn't hit it left and I knew I couldn't hit it short.  It came off of the right bunker, drew 

right over it, and like I said, I wasn't trying to hit it five feet from the hole. 
 

Q.  Do you ever in this process when you're going through that or the chip on 
the next hole need to step back and slow yourself down?  I would also think the 
pace of place, you say waiting on those -- 
 
ROCCO MEDIATE:  We all hate that, believe me, it's not just me.  We all hate when 

you get holdups like that.  I don't know how to explain it.  I don't -- I trust what I do and 
how I do it.  It may look funny, people may say -- I know what I'm doing.  So I don't 

have to go and make 17 -- not that there's anything wrong with it, I'm just saying that's 
how I do it, I just get it over with.  I want to go and I aim and shoot.  I need eight 

seconds, that's it. 

 
Q.  Do you think it's less -- do you think it's funny that there are probably two 
guys in the field who are known by their first names and you're one of them?  
 

ROCCO MEDIATE:  And Freddy. 

 
Q.  There was a lot of attention put on the other guy coming in here, but it sort 
of proves that anybody who has a hot week and puts a really good score 
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together --  
 
ROCCO MEDIATE:  Who asked me -- was that you the other day?  Somebody asked 

me do you feel more confident that Bernhard -- was that you?  Do you feel more 
confident that Bernhard and Kenny aren't here?  We don't care who's -- we care 

who's in the field obviously because we want all our best guys to play, but if I see all 

the best players are here, I don't care because that's not going to, you know what I 
mean? 

 
Q.  (Inaudible)  
 
ROCCO MEDIATE:  No, it's not, and if they play better, beautiful.  There's nothing 

you can do about it.  I look at it that way.  It's not like -- it's not rocket science, it's just 

A to B as efficiently as possible, and sometimes you go off the A to B thing and it 
becomes inefficient.  I know what I'm doing and I trust what I'm doing.   

 
Sometimes, like I said, here's what I know about golf, if you don't think you can hit the 

shot, you probably won't.  And if you do think you hit the shot, you still might not, have 

a nice day.  It's a hardass game.  And one thing, just because you shot the stupid low 
scores I shot on the back nine last two days means it's a gimme.  Baloney.  I wanted 

to get under par on the front so I could kind of -- you know, don't have to try to 
squeeze birdies out and that's what happened. 

 
Q.  A few years from now how are you going to remember this week in Calgary? 

 

ROCCO MEDIATE:  It was my lowest scoring week of my -- ever, in three days 
especially.  I keep forgetting they said I shot 20-under par at the Buick and then Dave 

Marr goes, yeah, that was four days though.  So yeah, I can't -- it's hard to even 
describe.   

 

But today we had to come out and just keep going and try to make birdies because if I 
would have shot even par today, what did I start the day at, 15?  I would have been in 

a playoff, right?  Yeah.  So I knew if I shot 4- or 5-under, going to be tough to lose but 
I also needed someone to go out and shoot 7-, 8-, 9-under par or whatever, which 

they did, and all of a sudden we've got a ballgame.  I didn't want it to be a ballgame, 
so I was very fortunate.   

 

I've never done it before.  I told Jess this morning, I went, it'd be real nice if it would 
be a nice, fun -- an easy back nine, like maybe one time that would happen and it 

kind of did.  You know what I mean?  Once I got through 15, it was -- that kind of 
ended that whole thing, but I've never done it before and it was fun to do it. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  You were actually -- you were I guess 18-under on the back nine, 
which was lower than the 2nd place score. 
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ROCCO MEDIATE:  That's ridiculous.  And I like the front nine, too.  They both fit my 

eye, I just couldn't get anything -- today was my best front nine -- what did I shoot on 
the front nine, 3-under today?  I knew if I got off to that kind of start, a little shaky, 

none of us were calm.  Anxious, said I've got to calm down.  I just want to -- hit some 
good tee shots, two crappy irons, just flared them and I went, all right, make two pars.  

And all of a sudden it started to click.  I loosened end up a little bit and let it rip again 

and there, so that was good.  Front nine, that 6th hole, I'm telling you, I got up and 
down twice in those right trees for par this week and they both were to continue 

momentum that early.  You don't want to give it up that quick.  I didn't want to make a 
bogey, I was very disgusted on 16. 

 
Q.  Rocco, just wondering on the back nine if there's any place where you really 
kind of just relaxed a little more and said, okay, now it's mine, it's over? 

 
ROCCO MEDIATE:  When I laid up on 18, yeah.  I just didn't -- somebody said to me, 

I was walking off -- I birdied 14, I was walking to 15, great round today.  I'm like, we're 
not even close to done.  Exactly what I said.  You can't let that happen.  Like oh, I've 

got them now.  A bogey here, a bogey there, a lead shrinks fast.  Um-hmm, I just 

wanted to keep moving and trying to make birdies.  That shot on 15 I'll remember for 
a while, it was cool. 

 
Q.  Going back to that shot on 15, I think you were 5 ahead at that time.  Of 
course it's all hindsight and whatever, but if somebody was in the clubhouse 
say at 18-under and you were maybe only 1 or 2 up, do you think you still would 
have tried -- 
 
ROCCO MEDIATE:  Absolutely, man.  I didn't -- I don't know, Martin knows me a 

lot -- well.  When I knew he wasn't even considering talking me out of the shot, I was 
fine with it.  If he would have hesitated and went, well, then I'm not hitting it because 

then I feel like I'm going against what I should -- you know, but he said if you're a 

hundred percent sure, it's perfect.  Well, how can I not do that?  So I had to trust 
myself on making the club hit the ball very solid and it did, more solid than I thought I 

could to tell you the truth.  It was stupid how good a shot -- how well that turned out 
actually.  I wasn't trying to hit it five feet, just trying to hit it somewhere I could find it. 

 
Q.  Did you know at one point Byrum was only one shot back of you?  I would 
guess probably around the turn for you or 9 or 10 or 11 or 10. 
 
ROCCO MEDIATE:  I saw that somebody was 13- or 14-under at one time and I don't 

know where I was at that time.  I don't know how early he played.  I did see him up 
there, I don't remember where it was because I got it to, what, 18-under par through 

7, through my 7th hole, right?  Yeah, because I made three birdies.  I think it was 

probably early because I didn't see a board -- I don't remember when I saw a board.  I 
wasn't not -- I look at them all the time so it's not like I was hiding, but I never saw 

one.  Sometimes they flash up.  I saw it was 14- or 15-under, that's what he finished.  
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I saw he was 14 last time I saw the board.  Billy Ray said we were 5-up or 6-up 

walking to 17 green.  I still wanted to get that up and down because I kind of played a 
safe one to the front.   

 
Tommy's awesome.  Who else I'm happy for too is Bobby Clampett.  He didn't play 

perfect today but finished in the Top 10.  He sat in the booth for how many years, 15 

years?  It's nice to see him play well.  He's such a good guy.  He'll have his day here 
shortly, he's getting it again.  Takes a long time. 

 
Q.  How do you feel about that cowboy hat? 

 
ROCCO MEDIATE:  It's pretty nice actually, it's pretty comfortable.  I kind of like it 

actually.  I didn't think I would like it but I do.  I'll say if I don't like it, but I like it.  It's 

kind of nice.  I probably look like crap in it, but it feels good, it's nice.  Just lift it up like 
this, right?  I can't remember ever having a cowboy hat on except for when I was 

about two. 
 

Q.  Get used to it, you have a bunch to sign. 
 
ROCCO MEDIATE:  I can do that. 

 
Q.  You talked an awful lot about Martin.  Give us a little bit of history, how long 
you guys have been together and what that relationship's like.  
 

ROCCO MEDIATE:  How long have we known each other?   

 
MARTIN COURTOIS:  Too long. 

 
ROCCO MEDIATE:  25, 30 years, since I got on TOUR he was out there.  We started 

in '07 and then he quit me, he didn't like me anymore.  Then I called him up, was it, 

'10?  No, '11, yeah.  In '11 I called and he thought I dialed the wrong number.  He 
picked up and said, wrong number, who are you looking for?  I think it was '11, right?  

I don't remember it.  And he came out and that was the end of that.  He's one of my 
closest friends.  I like to have it that way, but he's also quite good at what he does.  

He won't let you know that, but he's quite good at it.  He knows how to handle me, I 
can tell you that.  I make mistakes but we don't make a lot of mistakes as far as 

numbers and clubs.  Everybody misreads putts sometimes, but it changed the whole 

ballgame on the 5th hole, the par 3.  I made the birdie, yeah, that was the first day.  
The whole ballgame.  Once he got me online, now I'm free, now I'm like, all right, I 

know he can see really well and he putts good.  That's the thing, he plays good, he 
knows how to play, he knows how to putt really good.  So I'm trusting -- our reads 

most of the time are pretty much the same.  Now all of a sudden I'm freed up, I'm out 

of there.  Made a lot of putts after that, a lot of putts.  The first birdie I made of the 
week was on the 5th hole the first day.  Bang, stay on it. 
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Q.  You take direction well? 

 
ROCCO MEDIATE:  I do, I do, but to take direction you have to have someone you 

trust their direction.  So I do, I'm not really concerned about that.  We've been through 
a lot and we've had a lot of fun this year on and off the golf course, so we'll continue 

that hopefully unless he gets tired of me. 

 
DAVE SENKO:  Thank you, Rocco. 

 
ROCCO MEDIATE:  Thanks, guys.   
 
 


