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INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  TOM BYRUM 
Sunday, September 1, 2013 
 
 
Q.  Monday when you were here qualifying, did it help seeing this course one 
extra time under a competitive environment, do you think?  
 

TOM BYRUM:  I think it did.  You know, we played -- I played in the afternoon.  Well, I 

didn't either, sorry.  I just think as many times as getting around it was a definite 
advantage.  Some guys in the pro-am didn't get to finish possibly if I remember on 

Thursday so I think I may have had a little advantage on them because I probably had 
seen it three or four times by then.  And I had a good feel for it, I had some good 

numbers, got comfortable on it early, so it was definitely nice to be out a couple times 
before the tournament started. 

 

Q.  I don't know where you're going to finish but wherever you finish, it's going 
to be high.  How is this going to help set you up for the rest of the year? 

 
TOM BYRUM:  Well, for one thing, it gets me in next week.  That was the biggest 

thing.  Just make sure -- not make sure, but go for that Top 10 and it seemed like 

there for a little while I was thinking about winning it.  That back nine just hasn't been 
nice to me the whole three days.  1-under's about as good as I can do on the back. 

 
Q.  When you go so low on the front, you must be thinking a big number.  What 
is it about the back? 

 
TOM BYRUM:  I don't know, it's supposed to be easier than the front with three par 

5s and I just can't take advantage of them.  I don't know, I just don't like the way the 
tee shots set up or something.  I don't drive it as well or putt the greens as well, I don't 

read them as well.  I don't know, they're a different age, so who knows what the 
difference is, but I have a better feel for the front. 

 

Q.  6-under on the front, my goodness, that's a terrific way to start the final 
round.  
 
TOM BYRUM:  Yeah, yeah, it was fun doing that. 

 

Q.  What was going right on that?  I watched you, you were 4-under through 5, I 
believe.  What was going right? 

 
TOM BYRUM:  I was just hitting it close, I was hitting it close, and when I just had a 

marginally close one, it seemed like I made that, too.  So I had everything going; 
putting, hitting, it was all good.  I was right on with everything I've got.  On the back 

nine it started to just kind of slip a little. 
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Q.  I watched you after 18 after you putted out, you kept looking back to see 
what the scoreboard was. 
 
TOM BYRUM:  Yeah, I couldn't tell.  I didn't look at the board.  I asked my caddie 

finally on the last hole because I just wanted to know what Rocco was doing in case 

we needed to force it a little bit.  If he was hesitating and only had a one-shot lead, I 
said we should probably go for it, but I think he was 20-under when I was playing the 

last hole.  All I can do is screw it up from there, so I thought I would lay it up and 
make sure I get in next week. 

 
Q.  You've played hundreds of PGA events.  Just your impression of a first-time 
event, the crowds, the course, the city, the way the media treated you? 

 
TOM BYRUM:  I think it's a great event.  Obviously I played well, but I think you can 

just see by the crowds out here.  Not a lot of Champions events get this kind of 
following the first time I wouldn't think.  The course is great, it's so scenic around 

here.  I just think the people are great.  They're behind everything.  They get out and 

do it when there's something special in town and they showed it again in this event. 
 

Q.  Any suggestions you would make about the tournament from a player's 
perspective? 

 
TOM BYRUM:  No, carry on. 

 

Q.  Just make sure you're invited back? 
 

TOM BYRUM:  Yeah, just make sure I'm in the field next year, that's what I would do. 
 


