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INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  ROCCO MEDIATE 
Saturday, August 31, 2013 
 
 
DAVE SENKO:  Well, Rocco --  

 
ROCCO MEDIATE:  You were there yesterday. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  -- followed up 63 with a 64 and you have another 7-under 29 on the 
back nine.   

 
ROCCO MEDIATE:  Yeah. 

 
DAVE SENKO:  Maybe talk a little -- 

 

ROCCO MEDIATE:  Did I make seven birdies back there? 
 

DAVE SENKO:  Maybe talk about that a little bit.  
 

ROCCO MEDIATE:  Holy crap.  No eagles?  I made one on the front nine.  Yeah, I 

had a good putt at it once, the one-putt.  
 

DAVE SENKO:  But 15-under, 2 shots, and just FYI for the media, 127 is the low first 
36 on the Champions Tour this year.  We had three guys shoot a 128, including 

Rocco, in his win in Allianz earlier this year.  With that, the floor is yours. 

 
ROCCO MEDIATE:  No idea.  No, I know what's going on.  Like I said yesterday, I 

mean, when I got here, I wasn't in the lead anymore.  Very well may be the case 
tomorrow.  I kept looking at the board going, man, I knew I was even par on the front.  

Not that it's easy.  I didn't really play that bad on the front nine, I just didn't make -- I 
tried to lag it down there close on 4 and it went in.  Other than that nothing really 

happened.  I made a good par putt on 7 but nothing really happened.  It was like you 

keep waiting, just keep trying to hit good shots, and all of a sudden 10, made a good 
one there and then it went and just started to go.   

 
My driver was going really far today, it was freaky actually.  7-iron to 11, that's 

ridiculous, yeah, into about five, six feet and missed it.  I actually missed that one.  

Then just hit good shots.  I hit a crappy iron on 14, kind of flared a 7-iron out there, 
almost made that one from like 50 feet.  My speed was good and my reads were 

exceptional today.  Martin did a great job again lining me up and I made a lot of putts, 
but I hit a lot of good shots.  I got up and down a couple times.  I missed two, three 

fairways, whatever, but two I couldn't play from.  I had to take an unplayable, it was 
right in the base of the tree, right in the base.  I couldn't move it if I tried, made a nice 

5.  Hit it right on 6, pitched it out, got up and down with a pitching wedge, that keeps 
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the momentum going.  Freaky.  

 
DAVE SENKO:  No. 1, what happened?  

 
ROCCO MEDIATE:  I hit it a little bit right, I wasn't even concerned about it, figured it 

would be in the right rough, just no problem if it's a good line, get it up on the green 

somewhere.  It was right -- the lady on the right goes, sir, your ball is in a hole.  I'm 
like, this can't be good.  It was in the base of a tree but it was on the other side of the 

tree towards the hole, so it kind of went around it.  I could hardly get in there to get it.  
In fact, I left it there.  I took an unplayable with a 6-iron just left of the green a yard, 

pitched to about a foot and made a 5, which was fine.  If you hit it crooked here, that's 
going to happen on some of these holes.  There's not a lot of room for error.  1 wasn't 

that bad.  I blocked it, like I said, on 6 and I had to go a little backwards and sideways.  

You can't miss it in certain spots. 
 

DAVE SENKO:  No. 4, the eagle? 
 

ROCCO MEDIATE:  Yeah, I hit a good tee shot, I had 231 to the hole, hit just a little 

chip hybrid, high cut hybrid about 40 feet behind the hole.  It was a good shot, it's 
hard to get it close there.  Perfect speed, it just fell in the front edge.  Obviously I was 

just trying to two putt, but it went right in so that was cool, it got me back.  Hit a good 
shot on the next, missed that about 12-footer up the hill on the par 3.  On the back 

nine the gates, they opened right up. 
 

DAVE SENKO:  How about No. 10?  

 
ROCCO MEDIATE:  Then I hit a good 3-wood, that fairway, it was a lot of club, I took 

a chance to squeeze it in that neck, it was barely in the first cut but it was a horrible -- 
it wasn't a good lie for that front pin.  I got it in there 12, 15, 18 feet behind the hole.  I 

don't know what that tee shot did but like I said, I had 170 yards to the flagstick 

adjusted 181 yards, something like that, then hit a 7-iron there, just missed eagle 
there. 

 
DAVE SENKO:  How close?  What was the putt? 

 
ROCCO MEDIATE:  Five, six feet. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  Par 3, No. 12. 
 

ROCCO MEDIATE:  Hit a little cut 6-iron to the front right pin about 12 feet 
underneath the hole.  I thought it would go further, but anyway I was fine, made that 

one. 

 
DAVE SENKO:  13. 
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ROCCO MEDIATE:  Hit a good tee shot and 7-iron to that back right pin about 18, 

20 feet maybe.  That was a good read we made there.  Anyway, poured that right in. 
 

DAVE SENKO:  And 15. 
 

ROCCO MEDIATE:  I hit it down there, I had 9-iron to 15, I hit it too easy and left it 

just short.  I actually thought it was perfect when I hit it.  I tried to cut it up into that 
wind so it would feed off the slope and came up short.  The pitch I hit there was one 

of the best shots of the day for me because it was gnarly, nasty grass grown in, 
pitched it to about five feet and made a five-footer.  I didn't have a gimme there.  A 

pretty 4-iron on 16 to about 12 feet, dead pin high right of the hole and made that.  
Same thing on 17, missed a 5-iron a touch to the right bunker, pitched to about a foot.   

 

18, I drove right down the middle and I took a small chance there because it was 238 
to the hole back into the wind pretty good so it adjusted at about 226ish give or take.  

So it's a pretty good hybrid 4 but a 3-wood sends me back 50 feet.  I'm like, well, I've 
got to take a shot, I'm not going to lay it up.  Martin goes, are you comfortable?  I 

said, yeah, I'm just going to sweep it off the lake, draw it off the lake and I killed it.  I 

don't know how it stopped where it did because I thought it was going to go down 
there stiff.  And then I had to hit a pretty good pitch, it wasn't the greatest lie there, it 

was actually down, and I made a three-footer or so.  18, it was a risky one.  3-wood 
no problem, but I didn't want have to -- the way things were going, I thought I could hit 

it close to the hole and I hit it solid and I caught it right in the nuts. 
 

DAVE SENKO:  Was Bart the one, Bart made --  

 
ROCCO MEDIATE:  Yeah, that was so cool.  He hit this shot, when it was up in the 

air, just yanked it a touch, off that lie, easy to do, kind of a cut lie and you obviously 
can't go right.  He hit it good but he just pulled it.  Martin, my caddy, said that ball is 

going to kick bounce right off the roof.  So I'm looking and it bounced right off the roof 

in there about 25 feet.  I'm looking over at Bart, he's like -- he's such a good guy, 
really good player, too.  I he didn't putt great today, he hit it pretty good today but he 

didn't make a lot of putts.  That's the only reason he didn't shoot a low score.  Yeah, 
that was pretty fun to see that.  I'm sure TV had fun with that one hopefully. 

 
Q.  You're 15-under for the tournament, 14-under for the back nine. 
 

ROCCO MEDIATE:  That's ridiculous actually when you think about it. 
 

Q.  Would you like to maybe get off to a little better start tomorrow? 
 

ROCCO MEDIATE:  I just want to drive it in the first fairway tomorrow, that would be 

nice.  I like the hole, it sets up fine.  Like I said, the tee shot today, I figured it would 
be in the right rough, no problem, but there's one little pine tree over there that it went 

in.   
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Yeah, it's a little more narrow on the front than the back and hopefully I hit it a little bit 
better on the front tomorrow and have some opportunities to make it because I'm 

going to need to go 4-, 5-, 6-under par easy to win this golf tournament tomorrow.  
This is not one of those hold on and hope, that's not going to happen.  Like I said, it 

will take 4- or 5-under for me to win tomorrow easily, so I've got to go do the same 

thing.  It's never easy, it's not supposed to be.  As you see, low 63 today and 
whatever else, a bunch of other good scores, so it's there.   

 
But it's good to be where I am.  I like the feeling of -- I like the feeling.  That's where 

you want to be.  You want to feel nervous.  I get anxious when this happens, I want to 
go, I want to go play the third round right now.  But we can't do that, so it will be fun, it 

will be fun.  I just want to get to the first tee and get going, so I'll do the same thing we 

always do and see what happens. 
 

Q.  Based on your first kind of impressions earlier in the week on this course, 
did you think that someone was going to be 15-under through a couple 
rounds? 

 
ROCCO MEDIATE:  I don't know how to forecast, you know what I mean?  Someone 

said any favorites, any scores.  I have no idea.  I would have said that 15-under par 
would probably be shot in two days, the greens are not soft, they're not firm, they're 

pretty fast, they're perfect.  So if you get us in these fairways, which are hard to hit, 
we have a lot short clubs on this golf course.  The 5s are reachable, pretty much all of 

them.  In fact they're all reachable.  So there's your score.  But you still have to hit 

your ball straight off these tees or you can't make scores, so it's definitely a driving 
golf course.  Not necessarily driver every hole, some of these holes you can't play 

from the trees, I saw that a few times today. 
 

Q.  You walked us through your round in an excited, enthusiastic, quick 
fashion.  When you're on the golf course, is that you there, too?  And what do 
you do to sort of keep yourself from getting too far ahead?  Like you said, 
you're anxious to go play right now.  
 

ROCCO MEDIATE:  Yeah, Martin and I are talking a million miles an hour out there.  
I only need seven or eight seconds to hit a shot, that's the only time I really think 

about what I'm going to do.  I may be walking up and seeing what the wind is doing.  

My visualization is a second.  I visualize where it's going to end up, I know how it's 
going to get there.   

 
Q.  The rest of the time do you even pay attention to the golf?  How do you keep 
yourself in it? 

 
ROCCO MEDIATE:  I just kind of hang on.  I don't even think about that stuff.  All it is 

is point A to point B as quickly and efficiently as possible.  That's all it is. 
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Q.  You make it sound easy.  
 

ROCCO MEDIATE:  It is, that part.  Getting from point A to point B is not easy, but 
thinking about that part is.  I don't put a lot into that.  I look up, see the shot and I go.  

And when I don't go, it goes crooked.  So it's like you can't steer it around any golf 

course and play good, especially one like this because there's nowhere to steer it.  
You're going to get yourself in trouble.  Like the old adage, to gain control you have to 

give it up.  On a course this narrow, and I take a few chances off the tees, I have to 
let go or it's going to go.  I would rather hit it offline going at it than hit it offline 

because I'm like, oh, no.  I don't care if I lose making my best swing, I don't care.  I do 
care if I lose not making my best effort.  I think everybody's like that, we're all the 

same, I think. 

 
Q.  Can you talk a little bit about the fans at this first ever event? 

 
ROCCO MEDIATE:  Oh, it's ridiculous, I don't know if this is true, someone said 

yesterday it was our biggest Friday crowd of the year besides the U.S. Open.  I don't 

know where I got that from but I heard it.  But I believe it because when we got here 
yesterday morning it was packed just like today.  It was great coming down the back 

nine.  Actually, the last four or five holes it was pretty packed, stands were crowded, it 
was great.  Like I said, if I was a golfer who played a couple days a week, I would be 

watching us, too.  As I told you at the beginning of the week, come on out, see how 
you do.  As a Tour, really, really good at what we do.  

 

Q.  Are they going to be in for a treat tomorrow with you guys finishing? 
 

ROCCO MEDIATE:  Who knows what's going to -- you never know.  You've got all 
those par 5s in the back.  I'll say it again, the greens are perfect, so if you're reading 

them good, they're going to go, they're going to go in.  Who knows what's going to 

happen tomorrow.  Someone can come out and shoot 61, who knows, you know?  
Alls I can control is my ball on the first fairway is all I care about tomorrow right now.  

Once that happens hopefully, you know, you just keep going forward because you 
never know what's going to happen.  I don't care what anybody says and I don't map 

it out.  Love to map it out but it doesn't work, so I just let it go and see what happens.  
Laugh a lot, laugh a lot, try to. 

 

Q.  Did you hear the Pirates traded for a good Canadian boy today? 
 

ROCCO MEDIATE:  They did?  Is that good, though?  Obviously they need him. 
 

Q.  Justin Morneau.  
 
ROCCO MEDIATE:  I don't follow the Pirates religiously like looking at all the stats.  I 

hardly know any of the players because I don't get to see them play much.  I went to 
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the game at the PLAYERS Championship in June or July, so I go to one game or so a 

year because I'm never there.  But I love them, so I'm ecstatic that they're still in the 
race.  I guess they won yesterday, I don't know what they did today.  They were level 

with the Cardinals I guess after yesterday.  So it's fun because we had the We Are 
Family in '79 and we had '71 with Clemente and that's about it.  We had a chance in 

the early '80s or whatever that was with Bonds and Bonilla, but that didn't work.  So 

who knows.  It would be nice to get in the playoffs and get people to that city because 
obviously like every city we love our sports.  City of Champions man, come on.  I 

didn't name it.  Steel City, of course, used to be the Steel City. 
 

Q.  Lastly probably, do you think this comes down to 18 with obviously the 
fives on the back?  
 

ROCCO MEDIATE:  It depends on where you -- it could, it could very well.  I could 
come to the last hole 1 behind and make a 3 and win the golf tournament.  That's 

cool.  I think that hole's set up perfect.  If we go to the back tee, I mean, some -- into 
the wind, a few guys in the field can reach.  Freddy can reach any par 5 just about, 

but that would make it kind of boring if you ask me because I hit -- we all hit pretty 

good tee shots and it's straight back into the wind.  I had, like I said, 237 into that front 
pin.  To the back pin, if we go back 30 more yards, no chance. 

 
Q.  You would just lay it up? 

 
ROCCO MEDIATE:  Yeah, boring.  So I think it's cool to do that, but it very well could 

come down to that.  17 today was a pretty good drive and a 5-iron, it was a 5-, 6-iron 

shot today.  So that could be.  I don't know what the wind's up to.  16 was a 4-iron 
today, it's not like it's wedges all day.  So two of those last three can get you.  Then 

you have 18, like I said outside, no guarantees.  Just because you have short par 5s 
doesn't mean you're going to make 4s on them, or 3s.  Still have to hit really good 

shots. 


