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INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  MIKE GOODES 
Saturday, August 31, 2013 
 
 
DAVE SENKO:  Well, Mike, 8-under 63, which not only ties the course record, it's 

your best round on the Champions Tour.  You had a 64 I believe at Principal in 2012 
and Hickory in 2011, but great round, maybe just share some thoughts on that looks 

like you had eight birdies, no bogeys and we'll get those when you're finished. 

 
MIKE GOODES:  Yeah, you know, I did realize coming in that if I could not mess up 

coming in that I would shoot the low round for me on the Champions Tour, which is 
63.  That's a great number, I don't care where you are.  If somebody shot it yesterday, 

somebody, two or three people shoot it today.  But it was fun, I played really nice.  
The few shots I missed the greens, I got it up and down and made one bunker shot.  I 

never really missed a putt that you think you gave a shot away there.  Fairly short 

birdie putt, obviously par, I didn't miss any par putts and I didn't make any bogeys so 
it was fun.  I was trying to have fun with it.  I was walking down the last few holes 

saying if you can't have fun doing this, you can't have any fun, so I was enjoying it.  I 
really thought I hit a good putt on 18 that had a chance but it slid just to the left side of 

the hole.  I was glad it didn't go too far and I could tap it in.  Anyway, it was great it 

was a fun day. 
 

DAVE SENKO:  Birdies, No. 1. 
 

MIKE GOODES:  Yeah, we teed off early because I didn't play too good yesterday 

and I hit a really nice 6-iron maybe about 12 feet behind the hole and made it, great 
start there.  Where the pin is is not a bad place but early this morning the ball just 

didn't travel.  I would guess the guys that played this afternoon are probably hitting 
9-irons or less to that and we were hitting 6-irons, so that's a great way to start.  

 
DAVE SENKO:  No. 4. 

 

MIKE GOODES:  The par 5, I hit two nice shots just short of the green and I chipped 
it up again about 12 feet, made another good putt.  Then 5, I missed the green, the 

par 3, in the right bunker and hit a really good bunker shot and made it.  Where else 
did I birdie?  8, I hit a real good drive there and just hit my 54-degree sand wedge and 

hit it right behind the hole about 10 feet and made it.  Made a great par on 9 right after 

that.  9 was playing tough.  9, they've got the pin on that little shelf in the back left.  It's 
playing 212, 214, I can't remember exactly, and I missed the green just left, wasn't 

that bad but I hit a really good chip down there for a tap-in, which is nice.  Right after 
making a birdie you don't want to give it right back.  It's really nice to get that, 

sometimes that keeps the momentum going as well as you making a birdie.  Then we 
got around, I two-putted 11 for birdie, I knocked it in the middle of the green in two 

and rolled it down pretty close and made it. 
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DAVE SENKO:  Three straight? 
 

MIKE GOODES:  13, I hit a real good shot in there about five feet, made it, made it 
from about -- I hit it right behind the hole probably about 12 feet on 14 and made it.  

Then knocked it on the green probably about 40 feet and two-putted 15 for birdie, so I 

did have two two-putts coming in on those par 5s, which helps out. 
 

DAVE SENKO:  Yesterday, just to go back a day, what happened on those last 
couple holes?  I know you dropped three shots there. 

 
MIKE GOODES:  Yeah, I was playing really nice.  I didn't tee off until 11:40 yesterday 

and we got hit with that really strong windstorm that came in.  I was 4-under through 

16 and really had not hardly missed a shot.  17, the wind was hard behind us out of 
our right, my ball was in the left rough and I didn't have a great lie, missed the green 

just to the right, chipped it, just tough.  I hit a great chip I thought and still the wind 
blew it maybe 10 feet by the hole and I missed it.   

 

18 was really disappointing.  I hit a nice drive on 18, it was downwind, I didn't have 
but 195 to the front left and I was going to take plenty of club, I was just going to take 

a 4-iron and just kind of loft it up and let the wind take it.  I just hit it thin, it landed just 
over, kicked back down in the rocks and I was not smart enough to drop it the first 

time so I tried to whack it.  I hit it kind of, flopped over in the water, had to go back to 
the other side.  That's a long walk.  Now you've got to go, I don't know, it's a 200-yard 

walk all the way around that lake.  Anyway, knocked it on and it lipped out actually for 

bogey.  Very disappointing, but that's golf.  I really played nice yesterday to walk 
away with 1-under. 

 
Q.  Mike, you came out as an amateur at 50 years old.  Did it take you a little 
while to get comfortable on this Tour as a pro? 

 
MIKE GOODES:  Yeah, I mean, it sure did.  Playing golf is golf and I kept telling 

myself it's just golf.  Doesn't matter if it's an amateur or a pro tournament, you're just 
playing the golf course.  But in all actuality when you all of a sudden get paired with a 

Tom Watson and Bernhard Langer, Andy Bean, Fred Funk, Mark O'Meara, down the 
list, Nick Price, obviously your eyes can get a little big.  I think it took me a little while, 

I felt comfortable but I didn't play like I was comfortable.  The first year was really a 

learning experience for me.  I found out that if I played good, I could compete, and if I 
didn't, I couldn't.  So the whole thing was I needed to play good at the right times.  

Then in 2008 things kind of clicked a little better for me.  I got into some final groups 
and played nice and didn't win but played nice and realized that if I was in the 

position, it wasn't more than I could handle.  Everybody gets a little nervous and I'm 

no different, but I found out I could play with those guys.  But I got a little nervous in 
the amateur tournaments too, to be honest, but I realized if I just went out and played 

and if I played good, I competed.  It took me really, 2007 was a learning experience 
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for me. 

 
Q.  So after your three birdies on the back nine, did you know that you were on 
the verge to have a chance to shoot a course record there? 
 

MIKE GOODES:  I really had no idea what the course record was.  I did realize -- like 

Dave said, I knew I never shot better than 64, so it's kind of more incentive.  I want to 
play as good as I can, but to kind of keep things in the right order just like if you're 

playing at home trying to shoot the best round you ever shot at your home course, 
that's what I was trying to do.  I want to beat the 64, I wanted to birdie 18.  But that's 

all right, 63's not too bad either.  I didn't realize what the course record was, no. 
 

Q.  After your final two holes yesterday I guess you were pretty happy to go 
par, par and finish? 
 

MIKE GOODES:  Good point, yeah.  I whipped myself from yesterday. 
 

Q.  I just want to ask you on 18 were you in the sand on your tee shot or just 
before it? 
 

MIKE GOODES:  My ball was out of the sand but I was standing in it.  I just took a 
7-iron and punched it down the fairway, it wasn't that bad.  Either way, I mean, I was 

okay. 
 

Q.  The way you finished, like I saw you on 17, it was a chip and a one-putt.  18, 
you had to make the shot, get yourself back.  Are you proud of how you not 
grinded out but made the shots that you had to at the end to keep bogey free? 

 
MIKE GOODES:  Absolutely.  I've been chipping the ball nice and I really hit a nice 

shot on 17 and I just hung it out a fraction to the right.  I'm thinking the wind's going to 

move it just a little left.  Anyway, I've been chipping the ball really nice and I didn't 
think I was going to have that difficult of a shot so I felt like I should get this up and 

down.  The ball released more than I thought it would.  I thought it was going to be 
maybe three feet and I was maybe five feet or six feet, whatever that is.  But yeah, I 

made a really nice putt there.  It wasn't a hard putt, but when you're trying to finish a 
round off, you know, it's nice to have a five- or six-footer and knock it in the middle of 

the hole and you don't have to worry about it.  So yeah, I'm proud of today, I'm proud 

of the round, absolutely. 
 

Q.  I know you won a lot of tournaments I believe mid-am tournaments in the 
Carolinas somewhere.  Would you consider yourself a late bloomer or did you 
just never -- did you try to go PGA TOUR at one time?  What's your background 
in golf?  
 

MIKE GOODES:  No, I didn't.  When I was in college, I got away from golf.  I played a 
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lot as a junior, I was a nice junior player, but I went to college and got away from it, 

really didn't play any competitive golf again until I was like 26 or so.  Then I just 
played -- I enjoyed it, I worked at it enough, I competed if our state ams, played in 

four or five or five or six U.S. Ams or U.S. Mid Ams.  Never came close to winning any 
of them but competed.  Played a lot of national mainly mid amateur tournaments 

when I got up into my late 30s and 40s.  But I probably did, no question, I did get 

better as I got older.  I started working with a teacher back home in the early '90s, so 
it's been 20 years and he really helped my swing.  I went from being an inconsistent 

ball striker and a nice chipper and putter to a very consistent ball striker and 
sometimes the chipping and putting isn't so good.  So I really flip flopped my game.  

The fact to being a good ball striker, you feel like you can play good every week.  It's 
not like God, am I going to find my drive today or this week.  So Robert Linville really 

helped me a lot in and transformed my game into so much more of a consistent ball 

striker that, like I say, I felt like I had a chance in any tournament because of that. 
 

Q.  Just looking at tomorrow after today's round, you're confident you can be in 
contention, there's probably going to be some more low scores today.  How 
confident are you that you can -- 
 
MIKE GOODES:  I don't have any idea what people are going to shoot today.  

There's not a lot of wind going on out there.  I have a feeling there's going to be a lot 
of -- was I tied for the lead when I finished?  I won't be very long, I'm probably not 

now.  You know, Rocco shot 8-under yesterday, he'll probably shoot 4-, 5-, 6-under 
today.  I don't expect to be in the last group.  It was a great round and I got in position 

where I can have a really good tournament.  I don't know what they're going to shoot, 

we'll wait and see. 
 

Q.  Mike, on 5 did you say you knocked it in from the bunker? 
 

MIKE GOODES:  Yes. 

 
DAVE SENKO:  How far was that?  

 
MIKE GOODES:  Probably 30 feet.  It wasn't very far. 

 
DAVE SENKO:  Are guys okay?  Thanks, Mike.   
 


