
tee-scripts.com 
   

1 

 
INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  BOBBY CLAMPETT 
Saturday, August 31, 2013 
 
 
DAVE SENKO:  Bobby, thanks for joining us.  You follow up your 64 with a 6-under 

65 today, minus 13, and you finish strong with four straight birdies, 15 through 18.  
Maybe just some thoughts on your day and then we'll get some questions. 

 

BOBBY CLAMPETT:  Well, it was a real fun group playing with Michael Allen and 
Jeff Sluman, two really fun guys to play with.  I was just really trying to hang in there.  

I wasn't playing particularly well early on in the round and missed a couple shots, tee 
shot at 7 and a tee shot at 9 and managed to squeak out a couple bogeys on those 

holes.  That was kind of key in turning even.  I just hung in there, made some good 
putts today.  Yesterday I had two three-putts and shooting 64, I actually hit the ball 

quite a bit better yesterday for the most part.  It was kind of strange yesterday 

because I kept missing five-footers, but today I made all the five-footers and all the 
short ones and just hung in there and then finally hit some quality shots on 16 and 17 

and 18.  To finish up those three holes the way I did was really nice, good enough 
where I'm not going to the practice range today. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  Birdies, why don't you take us through your back nine starting at 
No. 11. 

 
BOBBY CLAMPETT:  11, I drove it just in the right rough and had 239 to the hole, hit 

a 5-wood that squirted right in the bunker and hit a nice bunker shot out about five 

feet and made it. 
 

Then 12, I was last to hit at 12 and the wind, I don't know if you noticed but the wind 
was really crazy today.  It started out of the northeast and around the time we were 

making the turn it was trying to switch and actually it was out of the north, northwest, 
and then it started switching.  When we were on 12 it would be downwind, then it 

would be into the wind, then downwind and into the wind.  We couldn't figure it out.  

Sluman hit first and hit a beautiful looking 6-iron that ended up short of the green.  So 
I ended up taking an extra club and cut a 5-iron in there about 15 feet and made it for 

2. 
 

DAVE SENKO:  And 15?  

 
BOBBY CLAMPETT:  15, I hit a good drive at 15, I only had 157 to the hole, hit a 

really poor 8-iron right, I caught the green but I had a long putt and left the first putt 
well short and made the six-, seven-footer for two putt. 

 
DAVE SENKO:  16? 
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BOBBY CLAMPETT:  I struggled with the pace of the putts on long putts today, and 

yesterday, too.  I don't know the pace of these greens as well yet.  Then 16 I hit a real 
good 4-iron that almost went in, lipped out, went about a foot by and tapped it in for 2. 

 
DAVE SENKO:  And then 17 and 18? 

 

BOBBY CLAMPETT:  17, I hit a nice drive and hit 7-iron, really good 7-iron that 
almost went in, I think it lipped out, I don't know, went about two feet by and made 

that.  A couple quality shots on 16 and 18.  Then 18 I hit a pretty good drive, I had 
238 front into the wind.  This position in the tournament I thought it was the better play 

to lay it up.  Hit a 6 trying to lay up, sand wedge about seven, eight feet and made it 
for birdie. 

 

Q.  Bobby, I think at the start of the tournament a lot of guys were saying that 
the back nine was where you're going to get your cake and it's kind of turning 
out that way.  Rocco had a couple of 29s back there, you're 30 there today.  Do 
you see that as being where the dual is really going to heat up tomorrow? 

 

BOBBY CLAMPETT:  Well, the thing about the back nine is you've got three par 5s 
and a lot can happen when you've got three, potentially reachable in 2 par 5s and the 

first nine you only have one par 5, so that's really the biggest difference.  This is a 
narrow golf course off the tee, you've really got to drive it here.  It will separate you in 

a hurry.  If you're not driving it in the fairway, you'll pay the price.  Even coming into 
some of these greens out of the rough is no cakewalk if you have a clear shot, but as 

we well know, you hit it in the rough, many times you're not going to have many clear 

shots. 
 

Q.  Obviously everyone would like to have the lead but there's some guys that 
insist going into the final round they would rather be in the position you are, a 
couple shots back with the opportunity to chase somebody down.  Where do 
you stand on that? 
 

BOBBY CLAMPETT:  Oh, I would much rather be in the lead, that's an easy 
question. 

 
Q.  Do you like the position you're in? 

 

BOBBY CLAMPETT:  Where am I, 2 back? 
 

Q.  Yeah.  
 

BOBBY CLAMPETT:  Yeah, well, it's better than 3 back. 

 
Q.  You told the interview up top that you feel very comfortable here, I think 
your joke was because (indiscernible) but you do have some level of comfort in 
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Canada, do you feel -- 
 
BOBBY CLAMPETT:  Yeah, there's something about the Canadian people that I've 

always been attached to.  Dick Sokul was my roommate for all three years at BYU 
and we're still very good friends and maybe that was part of the connection.  It's hard 

to say.  My wife, when she was a corporate executive at SAS, was running SAS 

Canada as well, so I would make some trips up here as well with her and we just, 
together we've always felt a kinship with the Canadian people.  We're both very much 

outdoors type people.  I fly airplanes, I snow ski, I do a lot of the things, I'm kind of an 
ecologist in some ways and I think all those kind of three things are things that you 

see Canadian people kind of take to.  And then throw in that I'm half French and 
French was my native language, I think that kind of sums it up. 

 

Q.  It's been a long time since you've had a win and when you look at this -- 
 

BOBBY CLAMPETT:  Umm, 31 years to be exact. 
 

Q.  I wasn't going to quote the number, I did look it up.  Given that you're back 
playing semi-regularly, you spent all the years as an analyst, analyze where 
you're at for us.  Take a look at yourself and what would you have said if you're 
looking at this on TV tomorrow? 
 

BOBBY CLAMPETT:  Yeah, for me, I stepped away from the game for 16 years.  
That's a long time to be out of competition.  In a lot of ways I had to relearn a 

competitive game so to speak.  Technology had gone to a completely different 

standpoint.  I really relearned how to putt, and I'm still learning.  This game amazes 
me.  I don't play a single round out here that I don't learn something.  I've played, 

what have I played, 63 tournaments out here and then I played a few Nationwide 
events getting ready to come out here.  The last four years or so I've played a fair 

amount of competitive golf, but prior to that almost no competitive golf for a long 

period of time.  There's a big difference between standing in the booth and watching 
and getting out here and playing.  Part of it is needing to be comfortable with getting 

into contention.  I've had six top 5s now I think in my career out here.  Each time I 
keep getting in there, it's a little easier, a little more comfortable.  I felt really at ease 

last week, which surprised me because it had been a long time, it had been about a 
year since I had been close to the lead on Sunday.  Did I have the lead at one point 

on Sunday on the 8th hole when I birdied 7 and 8? 

 
DAVE SENKO:  I think so. 

 
BOBBY CLAMPETT:  I didn't see a scoreboard, but I knew I was right there.  Then to 

have to hit that shot on 9 last week, which is one of the most treacherous par 3s that 

we face out here on the Champions Tour, to have to hit that on Sunday in the final 
round when you're in the lead.  So I felt like I got tested and I'm really looking forward 

to playing tomorrow. 



tee-scripts.com 
   

4 

 

Q.  Can you talk about the fans and are they going to be in for a treat tomorrow 
to watch the finish in the first ever event here? 

 
BOBBY CLAMPETT:  Well, I think they are.  I think because they're not really as 

familiar with the Champions Tour yet, I think when they see the level of competition 

that there is out here and the level of play, to see that Rocco's already at 15-under 
par for two rounds on a golf course that's not a very easy golf course.  I think when 

you see the calibre of play and the competition and the excitement, nice thing about 
the Champions Tour, you can get right there close to the action, you can really sense 

the action.  It's not an arena.  You walk along literally sometimes a stone's throw 
away from the player, you can hear the communication sometimes between player 

and caddie and you're right there.  You know, as a fan I watched the Pittsburgh 

Pirates earlier this year, Tom Lehman and I went to a ballgame and we sat second 
row back behind the catcher.  As a fan, to get that close to the action where you can 

literally hear the velocity of the ball as it goes into the catcher's mitt and you can hear 
some of the banter between the catcher and the batter, and you can see and feel the 

different pitches that the pitcher's pitching, it gives you a whole different sense of the 

game than when you're up in the top row somewhere. 
 

Golf fans get that experience of being in the front row if they want to.  They can go 
right down to the driving range and park right next to their favorite player and watch 

them practice.  They can go right to the putting green, stand right there and get 
literally a front row seat.  No other sport has that. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  Thank you, Bobby.   


