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INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  ROD SPITTLE  
Friday, August 30, 2013 
 
DAVE SENKO:  We would like to welcome Rod Spittle into the Shaw Charity Classic 

media room after his 7-under par 64, which tied for each of you and Bart broke the 
course record today.  With that, just maybe share your thoughts on your day. 

 

ROD SPITTLE:  Well, obviously, Dave, first of all it's great to be here, guys.  Nice to 
always come back here.  Obviously it was a very solid day and again it just started 

great right from the start.  Obviously I birdied the 1st hole and I won't bore you with 
hole-by-hole descriptions, but I think I may have missed a couple greens so I 

probably hit 15 or 16 greens.  I made the turn at 3-under, which was just a very solid 

start.  Then 11, the par 5 was playing downwind and I'm sure you've heard talking to 
other guys, I hit a 6-iron in about, I don't know, I guess 10 or 12 feet something like 

that for 3, which is obviously a great jump any time.  Then I had a couple more birdies 
there on 14 and 15, I guess it is.  Again, I drove it in the fairway all day, hit a whole 

bunch of greens and I hope to be equally as boring the next couple days so we can 
chat again.  It was just obviously a very solid start, nice way to start. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  Birdies, No. 14, the par 3, do you remember what you hit? 
 

ROD SPITTLE:  Bear with me, Dave, I'm so sorry.  You know what, yeah, I think I hit 
6- or 7-iron, I'm sorry.  15 again, the par 5 was playing kind of like the other one, kind 

of like 11, I hit 7-iron in the front bunker, got it up and down, hit it out about six feet or 

five feet or so and made that for birdie as well.  Again, just pretty solid. 
 

DAVE SENKO:  How long was your putt on 14, do you remember?   
 

ROD SPITTLE:  Not really, so I'll just tell you that it was 15 feet, how's that?  I'm 
sorry, I just don't remember. 

 

Q.  Being the first event here in Canada, what's it feel like to be Canadian and 
tied for the clubhouse lead at this point? 

 
ROD SPITTLE:  You know the answer, it just doesn't get any better than this.  As I 

told a few folks outside, first of all and you all know this, everybody, our Tour has 

been looking forward to coming to Calgary obviously since the first of the year since 
the schedule was announced and most of us north of the border know it's a great 

sports town, great hockey town, so it's a great fit for this Tour, number one.  
Obviously, just like you said, the fact that I've got a Canadian flag on my bag and 

made six or seven birdies, yeah, you know, we just can't script it any better than this.  
Again, I'm excited that my round was very solid and I would hopefully expect to play 

the same way the next couple days and keep going. 
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Q.  Did you notice as you made some of those birdies that the Canadians 
started to find out and show up? 
 

ROD SPITTLE:  Yeah, there was a few more as I just mentioned to Eric.  We started 
at 9:30 so kind of your normal Friday morning time, so I guess we made the turn at 

11:30 or 12:00 and Bart was playing pretty well so you can kind of always tell, and the 

3 on 11 kind of got things fired up a little bit.  So yeah, I guess everybody plays hooky 
on Friday afternoons as we know, so that's where some of them were coming from.  

Just a fun way to start a Friday afternoon obviously. 
 

Q.  Is it something in golf that you can feed off that crowd support?  It's not like 
other sports obviously in the rah rah way, but can you feed off that? 

 

ROD SPITTLE:  I think you can, I would hope that most guys would tell you the same 
thing.  Again, as Dave mentioned, just being here at home before we get started, I 

mean, I think Jim and Dave and I are kind of pumped up as we're standing on the first 
tee anyway.  Again, it's very cool to understand that folks are hoping we make a 

whole bunch of birdies. 

 
Q.  Not to get greedy or anything because you're 7-under, but on 17 and 18 you 
had legitimate chances too.  When you're standing on the tee at 17 or when you 
were looking at that putt on 17 knowing 18's coming up, do you start thinking 
how far can I go down here? 
 

ROD SPITTLE:  You know, it's a legitimate question.  I honestly don't because I don't 

pay attention to the scoreboard.  It was a very weak putt on 17 because it was a great 
spot.  You know, it was a little slower.  The pin of course was over that ridge so I 

really couldn't tell how close the second shot got, so to be up there, gosh, it was what, 
12 or 13 feet back up the hill.  It was a pretty weak lag, it didn't scare the hole very 

much.   

 
Then, as I mentioned outside to somebody else, the last couple days we've played 18 

from the back tees so the tee was moved up 40 yards, so I just never thought that we 
would ever try to rip it at the green in two and today was just not quite the day, so it 

was 3-wood, layup wedge right from the start.  It was just a fun way to finish.  
 

Q.  During your days in insurance, do you ever relate to that Friday afternoon 
hooky when the pros were in town? 
 

ROD SPITTLE:  Of course not, no, never at all.  We were very fortunate when we 
were raising a family, we still lived in Dublin, we still lived in Muirfield Village, so I 

spent more than my fair share of time on Thursday and Friday afternoons in the 

stands watching at the range, which again was just a great spot obviously.  Again, I 
understand what everybody's doing out here.  It's a whole lot of fun to be on the other 

side of the ropes this time, that's for sure.    


