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INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  ROCCO MEDIATE 
Friday, August 30, 2013 
 
DAVE SENKO:  Rocco, 8-under 63, which is a new course record. 

 
ROCCO MEDIATE:  Cool.   

 

DAVE SENKO:  29.   
 

ROCCO MEDIATE:  Yeah, that was weird. 
 

DAVE SENKO:  Maybe just talk about your day. 

 
ROCCO MEDIATE:  Two good guys with Tommy and Esteban, we're all buddies so 

that was good.  Just a lot of fairways, a lot of greens.  It's a narrow little place.  I liked 
it when I saw it.  I didn't feel real good this morning as far as my golf swing, it was a 

little messy, so I kind of went back to some old thoughts and it worked.  You have to 
have different ways to get through.  I didn't really feel very good when I was on that 

first tee, I'll tell you that, but you just kind of figure it out and get through.  I changed 

something up in putting today, I just had Martin line me up because I haven't made a 
lot for a while.  Found out today it really wasn't the stroke problem, it was just what I 

was seeing.  I was seeing the right break but I wasn't putting the putter there.  Today 
he lined me up and I made a lot of putts today, a lot, and it's been a while.  So we'll 

stick with that for a while, I think. 

 
DAVE SENKO:  Want to take us through that back nine starting at No. 10?  

 
ROCCO MEDIATE:  Yeah, just a 3-wood and a wedge actually to about, I don't know, 

12, 15 feet, made that.  I would have missed it right but I just had another set of eyes 
put me where I need to be.  11 I three-putted for par.  12, missed a little one.  Where 

am I now?  13, I missed a little one.  14, a little 8-iron right-to-left, a little chip 8-iron to 

about 12 feet, made that.  Driver and 7-iron to 14?  15.  I'm lost still, new course, 
come on.  That was probably 10, 12 feet, made that.  Just missed on 16.  Then 17 I 

made a good 10-footer with a 7-iron back to -- that was a nasty little pin back there.  
18, I hit a driver and hybrid to about 12, 15 feet I guess it was and made that one.  

Having my putter where it belongs with Martin looking at it and putting it where I want 

it, it freed me up.  I trusted it and made a lot of putts today, but I had a lot of putts to 
make.  I was in the fairways.  The fairways I missed were in the first cut so I don't 

really care about that, the stat part.  I hit it in the bunker once and never really hit it 
that far offline.  That's what you've got to do here.  

 
DAVE SENKO:  Pirates hat?  

 

ROCCO MEDIATE:  Pirates hat.  I'm backing my boys, they're still hanging in there, 
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Pirates this week. 

 
Q.  What kind of triggered things for you today, Rocco?  You were just kind of 
cruising along there, not much happening.  
 

ROCCO MEDIATE:  Just made a few.  I had a bunch of opportunities early and I 

missed a few.  They were pretty good putts, but then I said on, I don't know what hole 
it was, the par 3, 7 or something?  Is 7 a 3?  I said, Martin, line me up here, and I 

made that one right in the middle.  8, I just missed.  9, I made a six-footer for par, hit it 
just in the right rough and that's momentum.  Not that I was 10-under.  That was it.  

10, like I said, I was freed up on the greens today.  I have to admit it's been a while.  
Last week I made absolutely zero and I was disgusted, just disgusted with it all.  Just 

getting back in there.  Martin's actually a good player himself so I trust his eyes, too.  

We're reading the same thing.  I haven't been putting the putter where I wanted it.  
Today it was done and all of a sudden, bang, and you never know out here, get on a 

roll and just keep going. 
 

Q.  Who is Martin?   
 
ROCCO MEDIATE:  Martin's my caddie.  I didn't pull someone out of the crowd.  

Martin's been with me off and on since '07, yeah, but we did good today, it was good.  
It was fun.  Usually it is when you do that crazy stuff. 

 
Q.  Bart Bryant was in here 20 minutes ago or so and raised an interesting point 
that he thought a new event and specifically a new course kind of leveled -- 
 
ROCCO MEDIATE:  It's a level field because none of us have seen it, sure. 

 
Q.  Do you agree with that? 

 

ROCCO MEDIATE:  Yeah, sure, we're all kind of just trying to figure it out.  I mean, I 
only played once on Wednesday, I didn't play Thursday because it was my one 

pro-am week.  Yeah, you remember the holes but under the gun it's a whole different 
ballgame.  In pro-ams I'm having fun with the guys, I mess around probably more 

than I should.  Then you come out here and play and the ball's going further because 
it's the tournament.  So it's just a matter of numbers and you trust the numbers and 

that's it.  The front nine is really narrow.  You can lay way back but I hate that, so I 

have to try to squeeze it up in there and have shorter clubs to the green and it's a little 
more dangerous to do that.  I trusted it today and it was there somehow. 

 
Q.  We chatted a few weeks ago, I think, and you were really excited to bring 
your fiance up and just show her this area and get back to Calgary.  
 
ROCCO MEDIATE:  Yeah. 
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Q.  Did that in any way take your mind off the tournament a little, just allow you 
to kind of relax? 
 

ROCCO MEDIATE:  Yeah, we kind of hung in Banff for I'd say half a day on Tuesday, 
no golf.  Tony drove us around and it was awesome, it's such a cool place.  I want to 

come up here when I'm not playing an event and kind of hang out out up there.  I 

really do like this place.  I played in a pro-am last year day and I liked it so that's 
pretty cool.  I'm glad we have an a event here and it looks like we're going to stay for 

a while hopefully.  
 

Q.  It lived up to what you expected then like wanting to be back in Calgary? 
 

ROCCO MEDIATE:  Oh, yeah.  We've had a great time.  Santini's I believe we ate at 

a couple nights downtown, which is ridiculous, it's so good.  Yesterday we were at, is 
it Palumbo's, the sausage place?  Oh, boy, hung out with those guys for a few hours 

and then went out and washed clubs, the glamour part of the Tour.  So it's great.  I 
liked the course when I saw it.  It doesn't mean anything, it helps but it doesn't mean 

you're going to play it good.  Liking someplace is better than not liking someplace, but 

I did like it, it's in perfect condition.  Like I said, you have to drive straight here, hit 
whatever you're hitting off the tee straight or you have problems. 

 
Q.  You told us a couple days ago you can't afford to have one average day on 
this Tour? 
 

ROCCO MEDIATE:  No, you can't. 

 
Q.  So what has to be the game plan?   
 
ROCCO MEDIATE:  First fairway tomorrow is all that matters.  Will someone shoot 

63 all three days?  Hard to say.  It would be hard to do.  I would like to say yeah, I'm 

going to shoot two more 63s, but you've just got to keep the pedal down here.  Just 
because I shot 8-under today doesn't mean -- it's great to start that way.  There's a lot 

of good scores today.  Just got to keep moving forward, otherwise you're passed in a 
second.  When I tee off tomorrow, I guarantee I won't be leading this golf tournament 

when I tee off tomorrow, I guarantee someone will be more than 8-under for the 
tournament.  It's awesome today, but tomorrow, this day is gone.  I just want to feed 

off it, see if I can keep going and see what happens.  Like I said, that's the cool thing.  

When I get on the first tee tomorrow, I bet you 9- or 10-under par is out there already, 
give or take, because a lot of guys are shooting good scores. 

 
Q.  Any idea what your collection of course records is like right now? 

 

ROCCO MEDIATE:  I have a few, I have a few.  I don't know how many but I have a 
few.  I have a bunch in Naples, a bunch in Pennsylvania, I don't know where else I did 

it, I really don't know.  One earlier in the year, Allianz was one if I recall.  I don't know 
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if this is, I don't know if this is one or not. 

 
Q.  Yeah, this is one.  
 
ROCCO MEDIATE:  Cool.  It's always good to have that in a tournament.  Like I said, 

exciting to be in a situation where you'll be around the lead going into the second day, 

which is Saturday now, and see what you've got.  It's perfect.  I did not, wasn't feeling 
real good about things this week, even this morning.  I just fed off some of the stuff 

that I know how to do when I'm not feeling like I want to feel, not physically, just golf 
swing wasn't where I wanted it, didn't like it.  I'm going to do this today and the whole 

day and there we go.  That's part of learning.  There's more than one way to get the 
ball in the hole. 

 

Q.  Rocco, I don't know how much you watch the leaderboard but did you 
notice you leapfrogged past a Canadian with that eagle? 

 
ROCCO MEDIATE:  Who? 

 

Q.  By Rod Spittle. 
 

ROCCO MEDIATE:  Yeah, great guy by the way.  He's a nice story, isn't he?  He's a 
nice player, nice guy.  I don't know him great, but I talk to him whenever we see each 

other.  I didn't notice that.  I watch leaderboards, I'm not one of those guys that 
doesn't look at them, but I didn't -- you can hop over people, doesn't matter where 

they're from. 

 
Q.  Being the first event in Canada, it's good to have --  
 
ROCCO MEDIATE:  It's fantastic, yeah.  Your guy in the U.S. Open in tennis, 

Raonic?   

 
Q.  Milos Raonic.   
 
ROCCO MEDIATE:  This guy, I watched his whole match yesterday and I don't even 

play, I love to watch it and this guy's got serious -- I guarantee he's in the top five 
inside 18 months.  That game?  I watched a lot of tennis in my life, he's good, he's the 

real deal.  So it's cool to have that guy up here.  We'll see what happens, it will be fun.  

The weather's supposed to be nice, a little bit cooler, the wind was blowing a little 
today and we'll just keep moving forward if we can.  You're never safe out here, never 

safe. 
 

DAVE SENKO:  You guys okay?  Thanks, Rocco. 

 
ROCCO MEDIATE:  You've got it, boys.   


