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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  NICK PRICE 
Thursday, August 29, 2013 
 
 
DAVE SENKO:  Well, we'd like to welcome World Golf Hall of Famer Nick Price into 

the Shaw Charity Classic media centre, the inaugural Shaw Charity Classic.   
 

Nick, maybe just get us started, you had a chance to play the course this morning, 

just your impressions of the layout. 
 

NICK PRICE:  I said earlier to a couple of guys this is probably very similar to courses 
that most of us in our generation grew up playing, it's old school, right there in front of 

you.  A premium on accuracy this week, you need to drive the ball very straight here.  
The fairways are obviously a little firmer than we've seen recently because we played 

in summer because it's soft.  The ball is running really nicely, which is good, but it 

makes the fairways a little skinnier when the ball runs, so it's going to be a premium 
on driving the ball and putting the ball in the fairway off the tee.  The guys who play 

well this week will be those guys who drive the ball in the fairway.  Right after that the 
greens are, have a lot of subtle breaks to them, they're in good shape.  Obviously 

today and after the pro-am yesterday, you know, they're a little beaten up at the 

moment but they'll be fine tomorrow.  Only 81 players on the course tomorrow, so 
they'll get better and better as the weekend progresses.  I made a lot of good putts 

today, it's.  Going to be a fun week.  With a little bit of wind and also took a little bit of 
adjusting to the altitude here, I guess you're about 2600 feet above sea level, is that 

right?  The ball going a little further than what we're used to in Florida. 

 
DAVE SENKO:  Nick, you've played here in Canada and had some success.  Maybe 

just talk a little about playing in Canada over the years you've been up here.  
 

NICK PRICE:  Very first tournament I got in on the PGA TOUR was in 1982 to the 
Canadian Open.  I played well in the British Open, finished second to Tom Watson 

and I had three-shot lead with six holes to go which I squandered, and as a result I 

got some invites over here.  So the first one was at the Canadian Open at Glen 
Abbey and I thoroughly enjoyed it.  I've always felt very comfortable up here in 

Canada.  Over on the east side of Canada I've had a lot of success.  I fished quite a 
bit in Canada, fished in Terrace, I went salmon fishing one year for 10 days in '98 I 

think it was, 10 or 15 years ago.  I've really had a lot of fun.  We played the Canadian 

Open in Hamilton, Royal Montreal.  I played Redtail in London, Ontario.  I've played 
so many different courses.  We used to do the Champions Day on Monday, we 

played all the great courses around Toronto over the years.   
 

Mike Weir and I played Presidents Cup together, it was great fun playing with him.  
He was playing his really, really good golf, probably at his best there back in the late 

'90s, early 2000.  So I'm looking forward to seeing Graham DeLaet play, I've watched 
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him a little bit.  I'll probably get to see him play a lot more this year at the Presidents 

Cup.  I think he's going to be a lock if he plays decent this week, I don't think he's 
going to be able to get knocked out of the Top 10.   

 
It's great to have Canada involved in the Presidents Cup.  Obviously that's at the 

forefront of my mind right now.  My golf game's taken a little bit of a step backwards, 

but it's an exciting time.  This is maybe a one off, the only chance I get to do that so 
I'm glad Canada's going to be involved in it. 

 
DAVE SENKO:  How have the preparations been coming along with the Presidents 

Cup being right around the corner?  
 

NICK PRICE:  Preparations started back a long time ago with selection of uniforms 

and trying to figure out all the transportation and the rooms and how we're doing it.  A 
lot of decisions that need to be made, which, you know, you may think it's tedious but 

I think it's quite fun.  My wife and I enjoyed it quite a lot, putting our personal touch on 
it what we think is the best way of doing things.   

 

Now it's coming down to crunch time for us, obviously the two picks coming out on 
Wednesday and there's going to be a lot of -- my three co-captains, we're going to do 

a lot of strategizing once the team is finally picked as to who we feel is going to be 
best playing with who.  Nothing's cast in stone until such time as we've had the 

practice rounds and see how everyone's playing.  Golf is all about current form so it's 
an ongoing process, but you try and anticipate a little bit so that you can stay ahead 

of some of the situations that may arise or be prepared for the situations that may 

arise.  All sorts of strategy, but more than anything else I'm just so looking forward to 
spending a good week with 12 of the best young golfers in the world.  Ernie, obviously 

he and I go back a long way.  Tim Clark I played a lot of golf with over the years.  But 
the young guys, Jason Day, Louis Oosthuizen, Charl Schwartzel, Richard Sterne, 

Cabrera I played a little bit of golf with.  It's going to be fun spending time with those 

guys, the humor, and getting them loosened up to play at their very best. 
 

Q.  Let me throw a wild question at you.  Depending on the course where the 
Presidents Cup would be played, could you ever see the day, given how well 
some of you guys play on this Champions Tour, that one of the older guys 
could make that team or would they even draw any consideration? 

 

NICK PRICE:  I don't know.  There was a time when Hale Irwin, I mean, Hale Irwin 
played phenomenally well back in I want to say the late '90s, early 2000s, when he 

was winning seven, eight times every year out here.  I played with him a couple of 
times when he came out from the regular TOUR and he could still play great.  He's 68 

now.  So I don't think that's out of the realm of possibility.  Langer, Langer played 

exceptionally well.   
 

But it would be a tough call to pick a guy from the Champions Tour and put him on 
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the Presidents Cup or Ryder Cup.  We play pretty well and I don't know if we're 

capable of still going out on the regular TOUR and winning and that's basically the top 
12 on the American team, the 12 guys on the Ryder Cup or Presidents Cup are all 

winners, so you would either have to finish 2nd, 3rd or win the Masters or something 
like that to get an invitation. 

 

Q.  How familiar are you with Graham?  I wouldn't imagine it would make sense 
you would have a lot of familiarity, your paths don't cross.  I know Ernie's a big 
fan and he's played with him a bit.  
 

NICK PRICE:  I've asked the players already, the guys who have played with him 
what they thought, what they think of his game, and the common thread comes back 

all the time the fact that he's improved so much in the last two years from even three 

years ago from when he first got his card.  I looked at some of his stats last week, led 
driving accuracy, 6th in driving distance, 9th in putting.  Those are three pretty strong 

stats right there, so he's an exceptionally good driver of the golf ball.  And you know 
what was really important to me was when we had our meeting at Muirfield, he was 

about 19th or 20th on our list at the time and he came to the meeting that we had, I 

asked him to come to the meeting, and he was so enthusiastic and there's no 
substitute for enthusiasm as far as I'm concerned.  You can have the best player in 

the world, if he's not enthusiastic and really looking forward to playing, it's just not the 
same, so I'm really happy for that.   

 
The problem that we do have is that we don't have a lot of experience.  We've got six 

of seven rookies, first timers, which is difficult.  We potentially may have six or seven 

rookies.  Then you've got Jason Day and you've got -- he's only played once.  Louis 
Oosthuizen Charl Schwartzel played once, Louis, Richard Sterne, Branden Grace, 

Matsuyama, Japanese guy, Graham DeLaet, that's five, and then Jaidee, if he gets 
in, that's six and then Leishman is seven.  There's a chance there could be seven 

rookies. 

 
Q.  When you're looking at those two captains picks, assuming that Graham 
plays his way onto the team, you talked about looking for veterans or hot 
hands, Leishman played quite well early in the year but sort of cooled.  Do you 
have a sense of how far that could go?  Could that go as far back as KJ Choi? 
 

NICK PRICE:  I'm really sad for KJ because I know how much he wanted to play this 

year.  He just played so indifferently and he's back about 27th on our list, which is he 
should be much higher than that.  But he also at the meeting that we had in Ohio 

spoke with a lot of passion, which the younger guys, you know, took notice of.  I'm 
going to go to the players on Monday and Tuesday and Monday particularly I'm going 

to go meet them face-to-face and ask the guys to give me 10 minutes either before 

you play on Monday, they're finishing on Labor Day, I'll ask them, give me 10 minutes 
before or after.  I have a couple of questions I want to ask the guys, who they feel 

they would pick.  I'll keep a record of all the guys, what they said.  I'll go meet with my 
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co-captains, we'll go through the whole due process of doing it and then make the 

picks on Wednesday.  I'll take into consideration the experience, do we need more 
experience on the team, do we need exuberance or whatever.   

 
It's a tough situation, but there's going to be a couple people I'm sure who are going 

to be disappointed, but the decision that we make will come from 15 guys or 16 guys.  

It will be captain, three co-captains and the 12 players or 10 players will make that 
decision.  It's not going to be just me or my captains, it will be a team effort. 

 
Q.  Nick, it was interesting to me that there were six rookies on the European 
women's Solheim Cup team and that team did pretty well.  Perhaps to your 
point about enthusiasm and playing well in the moment, if you had to go with a 
half a dozen rookies on your team, not to say you don't have a good shot? 

 
NICK PRICE:  Golf's a game of momentum and I think if you look at any of the team 

competition, be it the Ryder Cup, the Solheim Cup or the Presidents Cup, it's all 
about getting on a roll or momentum.  As far as I'm concerned it's camaraderie, team 

spirit and enthusiasm, just the want to going out there.  Of course when you have 

rookies, they've never been out there before so there's really no fear as to what's 
coming up.  As you get a little older, when you've had 25, 30 years of four-footers, 

you know, you start missing them a little more frequently.  There's so many 
permutations to every decision that you have to make and it's hard.  At the time I'm 

sure Davis Love would love to have that Saturday night where he made all the picks 
for Sunday, he would like to have that over again or just something over again.  But 

when he made his decisions he felt he was doing the right thing.  In hindsight 20/20 

it's so easy to criticize afterwards, unfortunately we don't have that luxury.   
 

Q.  Nick, having a good relationship like you mentioned earlier with Mike Weir, 
do you think the pressure, the external pressure on Canadian golfers is any 
different than it is someone from any other country? 

 
NICK PRICE:  No, I don't think so, I think it's the same.  Obviously golf is not -- it's a 

big sport.  It's not like hockey in this country.  Hockey's No. 1 spectator.  It doesn't 
matter where you come from, you're always going to have pressure from your home 

country to perform, and playing in your own country is very difficult at times because 
people always expect you to win.   

 

Mike, I just feel so bad for him because he went off track and I was very surprised 
because to me he's always had such a wonderful compact golf swing.  When he was 

swinging well, it never looked like he was going to play poorly.  I spent a bit of time 
with him last year down at Honda on the practice tee and then he came up to my club 

and I tried to help him out a little bit, help him with his swing.  But that confidence is 

such a fragile thing.  We've seen what happened to Ian Baker Finch, we saw what 
happened to Seve Ballesteros at the end of his career where people sort of lose their 

games and we all think about that.  It's not far away.  If you start maybe ignoring 
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some of the signs that come your way that your golf swing or your shot pattern is 

telling you, it's a tough call.  I would love to see him start playing well again because 
he's too good a player. 

 
Q.  Louis Oosthuizen obviously has been hurt.  Is there a concern about his 
position on the team given that he'll probably play, what, once going into the 
tournament? 
 

NICK PRICE:  I spoke to him Monday, I had about an hour on the phone with him.  
He's had this injury now since April I believe, just right after Augusta.  Now he's going 

to start hitting balls either the end of this week or middle of next week, he's going to 
start pitching and that.  You know, he's very confident that he'll be okay.  He told me 

he's going to work really hard and he's playing the week before at the Dunhill Links in 

Scotland, so I know he'll put in the work, I just hope he's healthy enough. 
 

Q.  So do you have to plan for the eventuality that he may not be able to play? 
 

NICK PRICE:  What happens if he pulls out they go to No. 11, and if I've chosen 

No. 11 they'll obviously go to 12, the next guy.  So that's a bridge I think we'll cross 
when we get to it.  He'll tell me, I think I'll know the week before the Dunhill Cup 

whether he's 100 percent or not.  Even if he's not 100 percent, if he's 95 percent, he's 
still a really, really good player.  We've seen how beautiful his golf swing is and he's 

capable of winning major championships, which we need a person like that. 
 

Q.  Can you just talk about the field here, this being the first event and what 
kind of show you're going to put on for the fans this weekend? 
 

NICK PRICE:  Is Bernhard here, Langer?  He didn't come?  Okay.  Freddy, John 
Cook, David Frost, they've all had great years this year.  John Riegger, who won last 

week, always gets on a streak.  His game is pretty unpredictable, he could play really 

well this week now that he's confident and knows he has the ability to win out here.  
There's going to be some great golf played this week, we always put on a pretty good 

show.  There's always someone out there who will go low each day.  If the weather's 
kind and it stays nice and warm, we get a little bit of a breeze, we're going to see 

some low scoring out here.  This isn't a 7500-yard golf course like the big TOUR 
plays but for us it's long enough.  The courses that we play and this one included are 

about the same length of courses that we were playing when we were in our primes.  

We have a little extra help with equipment.  The body is deteriorating a little bit, but 
it's sort of balanced with equipment.  I'm hitting all the same irons that I hit in the '90s 

to the greens on the par 5s and par 4s.  There's a nice balance.  There's a couple of 
tough par 4s out here, 480, 470, so everyone will bring his A game, there's no doubt.   
 


