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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  FRED COUPLES 
Thursday, August 29, 2013 
 
 
DAVE SENKO:  Well, Freddy, thanks for joining us in the Shaw Charity Classic 

media centre.  We've asked a couple guys who had a chance to see the course now 
just your impressions of Canyon Meadows. 

 

FRED COUPLES:  Yeah, it's a beautiful course, it's in great shape.  I have no feel on 
how hard it is yet, but it was hard for me today.  I was in the trees a few times.  It's a 

really nice layout.  The back nine is kind of fun with three of everything.  The par 5s 
are right there, if you hit a good drive, obviously for me I can reach most of them, so 

it's a nice layout.  It's got some short holes, got a few 470 par 4s that don't play that 
long but are some good holes. 

 

Q.  Fred, you're going to fill out your Presidents Cup team on Wednesday.  
Have you narrowed it down to, say, between four guys or three guys? 

 
FRED COUPLES:  Yeah, they're all right there.  So No. 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, and then I 

think Jordan Spieth's a little higher than that, those are the guys that are going to 

make it.  Obviously 9th and 10th will make it, but for some reason if a guy slips 9th to 
11th because someone at 12th wins, certainly he will deserve to be on the team.  I 

have a tough job picking that because there's so many good players in that little 
category, but at the same time I have an easy job because whoever I pick are going 

to be two quality players. 

 
Q.  Will this week's tournament kind of make the final decision for you as far 
as -- 
 

FRED COUPLES:  In Boston? 
 

Q.  Yeah. 
 
FRED COUPLES:  Yeah, for sure.  They'll go in Monday and then we pick 

Wednesday.  Monday night it will be clear cut, I don't need to think about it Tuesday 
at all.  I think if there's a kid that's in 20th place and wins, that may not be enough 

because again, if you look at that list, they're all Ryder Cup, Presidents Cup players; 

Jim Furyk, Zach Johnson, Steve Stricker, Dustin Johnson, those guys have played on 
several teams.  The only other name out there that would be a little higher would be 

Jordan Spieth, he's had a phenomenal year. 
 

Q.  When you played the PGA TOUR events the last years, have you played with 
Graham DeLaet? 
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FRED COUPLES:  No. 

 
Q.  Are you aware of him? 

 
FRED COUPLES:  Sure. 

 

Q.  He's obviously played his way, he's on that sort of 9, 10 space, but what do 
you know, how much do you pay attention to the opposing team or do you 
really? 
 

FRED COUPLES:  Well, I was paired with Branden Grace a couple times, he's a 
South African that's going to be on the team.  Graham I've never played with but he's 

on TV all the time and seems like he's had at least six or eight Top 10 finishes, so you 

can't miss him.  If I had to guess on his game, I know he hits it a long way and I know 
he's a solid player and very consistent.  Sometimes he's right there and he plays well, 

other times he's a little out and he shoots 65 on Sunday.  Personally, I like that, I think 
that those are good qualities, that when you do get near the lead -- I don't want to 

embarrass myself, he won? 

 
Q.  No, he was close. 
 
FRED COUPLES:  There are guys getting near the lead all the time and they don't 

shoot 71, they shoot 74.  He doesn't seem to be that guy.  He's very close but he's 
very aggressive, which I like in anybody. 

 

Q.  Nick talked about the fact that his team potentially has a lot of guys who 
haven't played the Presidents Cup before, Graham being among them.  You 
talked about Jordan Spieth a bit.  Is there an advantage having a guy who 
hasn't played before, Jordan wouldn't have played Ryder Cup, it's not 
something he's had to do every year, he might come at it with a different level 
of enthusiasm or interest? 
 

FRED COUPLES:  Who, Graham or any of those guys? 
 

Q.  Are there benefits to having rookies on the team? 
 

FRED COUPLES:  Are there benefits?  You know, it's hard to say no, but if I was the 

Boston Bruins or Calgary Flames and I was making a playoff run late in the year, I 
don't make a trade for a rookie, I make a trade for a quality player that's good in the 

locker room, correct?  Now golf, that's the way I look at it, and I'm more of -- I left 
Keegan Bradley off the team two years ago.  He won the PGA and the Byron Nelson.  

That's really not fair, but in my mind they all knew what they were supposed to do and 

Bill Haas won the last tournament and someone said, well, there's only 30 guys.  I 
said there's only 30 guys but they're the best players in the world so whatever it is.  

And Keegan also played well at the TOUR championship. 
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Q.  (Inaudible)? 
 

FRED COUPLES:  It's kind of the opposite.  For Graham to go, I think he'll be quiet, 
he'll listen, he'll learn.  They'll pair him with Ernie Els in practice rounds.  It's a blast.  

Are you more nervous?  I'll go that way.  I don't know him well enough, but I don't 

think he'll be more nervous.  Opening tee shots, yeah.  If you've got a putt to win the 
damn thing, yeah.  But if he teams up with someone he really likes to be with and he 

hits it off with, then it's cake.  I've been on teams where somehow I felt more nervous 
because the guy I was playing with hit every fairway.  Well, I don't, so when I stood on 

the tee it became more important for me to hit the fairway and that's not how I 
thought.  To answer your question, the International is going to have a few more 

rookies, but it's never a bad thing.  I mean, that's just the way it works out.  For me, if 

you look at the list, but what's a rookie?  I mean, we have the Ryder Cup, too.  So if I 
pick a guy that's been on a Ryder Cup team to play on the Presidents Cup, it's going 

to seem like cake.  Our huge advantage is we do this every year.  Ryder Cup guys do 
it every two years, International guys do it every two years. 

 

Q.  Is that an advantage?  Do guys come out with the same level of enthusiasm 
because they're expected to do it every year?  
 
FRED COUPLES:  I was an assistant captain for Davis, this is one little story.  We 

lost the Ryder Cup in Chicago.  We had dinner that night.  Zach Johnson, I don't think 
it was Keegan but Zach Johnson and another player were sitting at my table and they 

were already talking about Memorial, the par 5s are all odd number holes and the par 

3s are all even number holes.  So that to me says it all.  That's not Tiger Woods, but 
Tiger Woods will play hard for any captain, he wants to be there.  He's a little hurt 

now.  The rest of the guys, everyone wants to be on the team.  It's really a very fun 
week.  We don't play team golf and I think it's just easier for us because we do it a lot. 

 

Q.  I know you had a great finish last week in Seattle, you've had a bunch of 2nd 
place finishes on the Tour so far this season.  Can you assess your year so far 
and where you feel your game is as you arrive in Calgary? 
 

FRED COUPLES:  I'm going to go hit balls after this.  I took Monday, Tuesday and 
Wednesday off and I felt pretty tight and rusty, but I hope I can go pick it up pretty 

quickly.  But the year, I mean, it's one of those things where the times I finished 2nd I 

had really key shots late, maybe like the 71st hole in Alabama against David Frost 
and I didn't hit a very good shot, and then when Stadler won, but I was quite a ways 

behind with Stadler and I kind of had a 9-iron and shanked it into a bunker and made 
bogey.  Those are two that stand out.  Seattle I backed into 3rd place but I played 

really well.  And the winning part has really been because I haven't played all the 

holes to the correct standards.  I mean, if you ask Kenny Perry before he started 
winning, he would say, man, I play well and someone beats me.  Now he's winning 

and it seems easy and that's kind of the roll you get on on this Tour because the top 
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players seem to win a lot out here.  John Riegger won last week, he hits it a hundred 

miles, he's a good putter, you can see stuff like that coming.  But I don't think Tom 
Lehman's won this year, which is shocking.  He's in the same boat, he plays well 

every single week, but it just comes down to one little thing on Sunday and if the other 
guy does it and you don't, you're not going to win. 

 

Q.  I know you've seen it once obviously but do you see a course out there this 
week where your length can be an advantage to you? 

 
FRED COUPLES:  Well, I think my length can be an advantage because I can get 

away with a 3-wood off some of the tees, but everything shapes your eye.  But a 
couple times I hit it right where I wanted and it went through the fairway near or under 

a couple of those pine trees and I didn't -- I hit a couple drives that weren't great.  So 

now I can tone back and that's where my length will help.  But as far as going out 
there and trying to like attack this course, you had better be a tremendous driver or 

you're going to maybe make a lot of birdies but you'll be playing out of some trees, 
too.  It kind of is a little bit like a cat and mouse.  But my favorite club is my 3-wood so 

I'll hit that quite a bit. 

 
Q.  I was talking to Fred Funk today and he had nice things to say about you, 
but he said a guy who can hit it straight and hit a lot of fairways can do well 
here.  You played with him a lot on the PGA TOUR and now here.  Can you talk 
about Fred Funk? 
 

FRED COUPLES:  Well, Fred Funk, he probably is maybe our best driver of the ball 

out here.  Once you get past that, you have to putt well.  He does that well, too.  
There's advantages to everyone's game.  If you're going to come here and like the 

course, Fred would like it because it's very tree lined.  I like it because it's tree lined, I 
grew up in Seattle.  It's a little tight for my game, but also the par 5s I can reach every 

one of them if I hit good drives.  That's a huge advantage to me.  I don't know if Fred 

can reach them all but if he hits good drives, except for 18 because there's water to 
carry, but that's an advantage.  Just like he may not be in the trees once this week, 

that's how straight he hits it. 
 

Q.  Being the first event here, is it a little bit more drive for you guys to win, be 
the first ever winner at this event? 

 

FRED COUPLES:  You know, it's a drive to play well Friday and Saturday and then 
it's a huge drive to win any tournament.  I'm from Seattle and I played in the 

tournament three times, I skipped it last year but I've played okay, not as well as I did 
this last week.  You know, if it was that easy, I would tell you I want to win every event 

and go win every event.  The drive is there because you have to pay attention to what 

you're doing.  It's not a very easy.  This could be an easy course if people do the 
things you're supposed to do, birdie the par 5s, hit the ball in the fairway, then I think 

this course will have some low scores.  But I don't know anyone who's ever shot a 
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score here so I don't know if they're going to be 66s or 68s.  You know, we'll know 

tomorrow. 
 

Q.  This is about Jay Haas, your second Presidents Cup.  Can you tell what he 
brings to the team? 

 

FRED COUPLES:  Yeah, well, Jay, he's done the last two and he's my assistant 
really co-captain.  He's an assistant but I call him a co-captain.  Really what he brings 

is a lot of stability.  I know that's a different word, but when I'm running around, I'm a 
little loose.  I like to keep the guys going.  To be honest with you, everyone wants to 

win every match.  It's impossible.  So when guys don't win, those are the guys I tend 
to go talk to for a minute.  You don't need to high five a guy who won his match 3&2.  

Jay, on the other hand, he's with everybody and he helps in the locker room.  But 

these guys are all -- I mean, five or six guys to reel off real quick have been on every 
Presidents Cup team and every Ryder Cup team in the last 20 years it seems like.  

Phil, Tiger, Furyk, Stricker.  Then you get other guys who pop in there, Hunter Mahan.  
And then you get Zach Johnson, who's been on several teams.  Dustin Johnson 

needs to play well to make the team.  You don't need to tell those guys anything.  It's 

a pretty easy gig.  The hardest part will be on Wednesday picking the two guys.  
 

Q.  You had the hockey analogy there for the Ryder Cup.  Now you come into a 
hockey city, a hockey crazy market.  What is that like coming in here?  I know 
that's one of your passions.  And also, do you have a couple of those built up 
for the Ryder Cup whereas for the Presidents Cup you just get the team going, 
some hockey analogies?   
 
FRED COUPLES:  Well, I had Michael Jordan the first Presidents Cup as kind of an 

assistant assistant and he gave the only speech for the whole week and it was about 
two lines.  I'm not a rah rah big heavy duty speech guy.  The wisdom is really making 

it an easy week for them and that's my goal.  For instance, his job, I (inaudible) him all 

the time because sometimes there's other things to do and our guys have dinners, 
they have to put suits on.  I try and get this stuff as fast -- there's one big gala dinner, 

that's my goal.  If I can get three guys come up and say, Thanks for getting me out of 
there so I can go practice or get to the hotel room, that's really what that week is all 

about.  It's not to wear them out.  The locker room and getting hockey analogies, I 
mean, I'm a hockey freak.  I could have said baseball, like the Pittsburgh Pirates just 

picked up a catcher and some Marlin bird who just hit a home run and you could see 

the dugout, they all went nuts.  It was on your TSN here last night.  You know, when 
you have a guy who doesn't get a point the first couple days and he get one Saturday 

afternoon, you'd be shocked how everyone knows that.  It's like he's pitching a 
no-hitter and you stay away from him.  They all come up, they have fun with him.  It's 

a very fun locker room and we have team rooms, a lot of ping pong, but there isn't a 

whole lot of, hey, let me gather you guys around and let me give you a little speech.  
That's not going to happen. 
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Q.  What does it take for a first-year event like this to be successful? 

 
FRED COUPLES:  Well, in my opinion you get a great course and then for us we love 

the crowds.  So if you watched TV last week in Seattle, I felt like there were a lot of 
people out there. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  85,000. 
 

FRED COUPLES:  That's a lot of people.  So this is me speaking, not other guys, but 
it feels like an event when you play and there's a lot of people.  If they have to give 

the tickets away to get people out here, give them away.  And it's unfortunate, some 
places we play and they're smaller cities and you might get 4,000 or 5,000 people out 

there to come for a day, which is not bad, but that's what makes it a tournament to 

me.  Everyone wants to win, but in my opinion, if I don't win, it's good if some of my 
best friends win, but it's all right and the tournament doesn't get slighted if someone 

that they don't think is a big enough name.  But people and the course, and this is a 
great course. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  Thank you, Fred.   
 


