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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  MARK O’MEARA 
Wednesday, August 28, 2013 
 
 
DAVE SENKO:  Mark, thank you for joining us.  Rocco was in here a little while ago, 

we asked him his impression of the golf course.  You had a chance to play this 
morning, maybe just share your thoughts on Canyon Meadows. 

 

MARK O'MEARA:  It's a very nice golf course.  Canyon Meadows is old style, tree 
lined.  Better hit it straight just because the pines are there and they hang all the way 

down to the ground so it's going to be very important to be accurate off the tee.  If you 
keep the ball in play you can be a little more aggressive.  The course is in good 

shape, the greens are beautiful.  Everybody's worried about what the scoring is going 
to be like but it comes down to the wind.  If the wind doesn't blow, these guys play 

pretty good out here.  If it's windy it's going to be a little more challenging.  I think the 

players are excited about being back in Calgary and this week's tournament, the 
Schwab Cub. 

 
Q.  What's your history, you've played a number of times in Canada, maybe 
some of the places you have played up here? 

 
MARK O'MEARA:  Well, I obviously played Toronto, I've been to Montreal I've been 

to Vancouver, I played the Open Championship.  I'm a former Canadian Open 
champion so I've got to throw that out there.  I take a lot of pride in that because the 

year I won the Canadian Open I played with Jack Nicklaus the first two rounds and he 

missed the cut.  I remember I had his scorecard and he specifically was kind of 
frustrated because he felt like, you know, the man dominated the game, greatest 

record, greatest player, the only one championship he never won was the Canadian 
Open.  So I ended up actually playing well enough on the weekend to win in a playoff 

there at Glen Abbey.  I see the Canadian Open trophy at home in the case and I love 
Canada, so I take a lot of pride in that. 

 

Q.  Mark, to stray from the golf for a minute, can you give us a real quick recap 
of your fishing trip yesterday? 

 
MARK O'MEARA:  Yeah, my fishing.  You know, my golf has been okay but when it 

comes fall season like this time of year, I have to base my golf schedule around my 

fishing schedule and I had the opportunity to float the Bow yesterday.  Allan, is it Allan 
Markin, Allan Markin was our host.  Allan was very gracious.  I was in the boat with 

Allan yesterday.  Obviously I saw what happened this summer here to Calgary and 
what the Bow did with the flooding, obviously very devastating, but the city has 

obviously come together and you've got a lot of people who care deeply about this 
city and Allan is one of them.  He already told me the last month and a half he put this 

plan together to rectify the issues with the Bow so if it ever happens again, it wouldn't 
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flood like it did.  They're putting all these situations together and addressing it, so to 

me I find that pretty admirable.   
 

As for the fishing, it was good.  It wasn't on fire.  I hooked some nice fish yesterday, a 
couple beautiful rainbows, but my real passion is over in the west of Canada and BC 

for steelhead.  I was on the Dean River about two and a half weeks ago outside of 

Bella Coola fishing the Lower Dean for steelhead.  It was a little bit slow, hooked a 
couple beautiful chrome steelhead, (inaudible) pounds, something like that.  

Absolutely wore me out, ripped me a good one on my line and I spent a lot of time up 
in Smithers fishing all the rivers up there.  I have a great passion for it.  My hair 

stands up when I think about steelhead fishing, I'm a hard core fisherman, there's no 
question about it. 

 

Q.  Who got the big one yesterday? 
 

MARK O'MEARA:  Jess, Allan's son, hooked a big brown trout, I mean a big fish.  I 
saw a picture of it, he was fishing with Olin Browne and after he hooked it he semi 

took the rest of the day off.  The guides are great.  The Bow River is a beautiful 

experience.  I've been over it, I've seen it, I've been to Calgary but I've never floated 
it, so yesterday was the first time and I really enjoyed it.  I like to talk about the fishing. 

 
Q.  Given your success on the PGA TOUR, the amount of money you won over 
your career, what keeps you engaged in doing this?  Obviously the purses 
aren't changing money the same way as when you were younger.  I always 
found it interesting when I talked to Greg Norman about this -- 
 
MARK O'MEARA:  He has a lot of businesses. 

 
Q.  He couldn't quite fathom why he would play, but for you -- 
 

MARK O'MEARA:  I play because a couple things.  We still have decent size purses 
out here.  When you think about it, when you're 56 years old and you're still playing a 

game that you started playing professionally 33 years ago, and I consider it my job 
still even though I have a great passion for it, I play a little bit for my pride but you can 

still make a nice living.  There's not many jobs where you can be a professional 
sports athlete at 56 with an opportunity to possibly win a million dollars.  It would be 

difficult for me to fish all the time, it would be difficult for me to go ride my snowmobile 

or ski all the time.  When you look at the players out here, the main players and the 
quality of the play, I honestly would tell you that it's one of the most amazing things, 

and Dave's heard me say this before, the scoring on this Tour, what the guys do is 
just remarkable, it really is.  And I know everybody says oh, the Champions Tour, 

those old guys, they play those short courses.  I'm here to tell you it's not true 

because I still play against the young players.  I still play in Dubai, made the cut there 
this year.  I play the Shell Houston Open, I play the Masters, I play The Open 

Championship.  So I understand the young players, I know how talented they are, I 
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know they hit the ball very far.  Yet some of these guys out here can still get it done, 

it's pretty cool. 
 

Now I can go take a nap because I'm a senior?  
 

Q.  (Question regarding pro-am partner Brad Shaw.)  
 
MARK O'MEARA:  I'll tell you what, I told Brad right from the get-go that I certainly 

appreciate his stepping up to the plate and being a major sponsor here in this event.  
I met his father today out there, we had a great chat, told me his whole starting and 

where he started.  I just marvel at these people that they care that much about the 
game and the charities and the community.   

 

As for the golf, that was kind of second nature but in saying that he really hit some 
nice shots, he hit some beautiful drives out there.  He probably helped our team on, I 

don't know, five or six holes.  I could have made a few more birdies, I didn't make a 
lot of birdies.  I made an eagle on one hole so that kind of helped the team, but Brad 

and the guys were fantastic, really had a good time with them. 

 
Q.  An eagle, Mark?  
 
MARK O'MEARA:  Yeah, I hit a beautiful drive, piped it, hit an amazing 3-wood that 

almost went in the hole, rolled just past about 14 feet and made it.  I need to save 
those for Friday.  Like I told those guys, it's great to be great on Wednesday.  You 

need to be good on Friday, Saturday, Sunday.   

 
Thanks everybody, appreciate it. 
 


