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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  ROCCO MEDIATE 
Wednesday, August 28, 2013 
 
 
DAVE SENKO:  Rocco, thanks for joining us.  I guess first off, you had a chance to 

play the course this morning, maybe just your thoughts on the course, how it looked. 
 

ROCCO MEDIATE:  I like it, it's narrow, I like narrow.  It's a good driving course, 

greens are perfect.  It's good, there's nothing you can say bad about it, it's really 
good.  I like the way it looks.  Definitely going to drive good here.  Narrow, I like 

courses like this and big wide open ones so hopefully I'll play good and drive good, 
but yeah, you have to drive good or you're finished.  

 
Q.  Any predictions? 

 

ROCCO MEDIATE:  No, no, absolutely no prediction whatsoever, can't do it out here, 
can't do it anywhere, no predictions.  Fairways and greens will get it done this week 

though, I'll say that.  It's in really good shape, it's beautiful, greens are perfect, 
everything's good. 

 

Q.  Are you getting the extra 7 percent or whatever? 
 

ROCCO MEDIATE:  About 5ish we play give or take.  It's all visual, but there's not 
much air here.  What are we, 3500 feet?  I did my homework. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  Rocco, you've played 16 events now.  I know you've talked about it 
at some other stops, but what have been your impressions of this Tour? 

 
ROCCO MEDIATE:  It's as good a competition as you could ask for anywhere.  

Anybody wants to come out, think they can beat us up, regular TOUR, any Tour, 
bring it, see how you do.  Because our golf courses -- in fact someone told me, I don't 

know if it's true, seven or eight of the golf courses we played opposite TOUR events 

were longer than the regular PGA TOUR events.  So it's like everyone thinks we're 
playing driver 7-iron par 5s and driver wedge par 4s, that's not the case at all.  I don't 

see any difference in most of the courses that we play than the PGA TOUR.  A lot of 
2- and 3-irons, lot of 3- and 4-irons into the par 3s, long enough par 5s where you can 

hardly reach some of them, some you can obviously.  Like I said, bring it.  If any of 

you guys think you can beat us, c'mon out, we're right here. 
 

Q.  (No microphone.)  
 

ROCCO MEDIATE:  Well, you can use them all around here.  There's some 
interesting shots around here.  I didn't hit driver all the time, although I do like to do 

that but there's some places you can't quite fit it because of the angles.  If you miss, 
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there's big things with leaves on them get in your way, so it's a good one.  I think I'm 

going to like it.  I don't know what anybody said yet, I just got here this morning, but I 
love it.  I've got no issues with that.  Good set of par 3s, it's a pretty good golf course. 

 
Q.  (No microphone.)   
 

ROCCO MEDIATE:  Yeah, I came up here last year, I did the Haywood Securities 
outing for the Alberta Children's Hospital, did it again this year.  But I loved the place, 

I was here for a day and a half.  Tony took me around a little bit and Stevens talked 
about it for years.  Now all of a sudden we have an event here and it's perfect.  I was 

looking forward to it.  I love the town.  Went to Banff yesterday and looked around, it 
was awesome.  It's actually amazing up there.  Yeah, I love it, I think it's great.  I'm 

sure the community will love it.  I hope so because there hasn't been much golf here, 

correct?  There should be and now there is. 
 

Q.  (No microphone.) 
 

ROCCO MEDIATE:  He obviously loves the city because he basically lives here, but 

then I saw it firsthand, like I said only for a day and a half, two days but I kind of got 
showed around, Tony Migliarese showed me around.  He works for Haywood here.  I 

couldn't wait to get back.  Then there were rumors about this event I think last year.  I 
don't know when it came into -- when it was going to happen.  I was like, that would 

be awesome.  I even told Jessica, my fiance, we've got to come up -- this was before 
the event -- just to check it out.  I said you'll love the city and then Banff is up the 

street.  Then we got the whole deal at once so it's perfect now.  We'll have to come 

back every damn year now. 
 

Q.  Earn some brownie points and maybe make a few dollars while you're here, 
all good? 

 

ROCCO MEDIATE:  I still love to play and I love our Tour, I think it's great.  It's a 
tough one.  Look at those scores, we're talking three day events, different than PGA 

TOUR.  It's not a marathon, now it's a sprint.  You really can't make up a bad day.  
You could, but it's really hard to shoot low enough to get back in after you shoot 

around par the first day.  
 

Q.  (Questions regarding working on television.)   
 
ROCCO MEDIATE:  I did the TV in '07 because I was hurting a lot and I did three 

weeks of it and I said oh, I can still do this and I was done.  But it was always I 
wanted to stay on the PGA TOUR as long as I could, that was the plan and I played 

right up to 50.  And I could still be there but injury stuff and in '11 and '12 knocked me 

out a little bit and I wasn't able to retain to be exempt for this year.  Although I don't 
know that I would have stayed, I don't know.  I stayed out here because I wanted to 

be here the whole year and see how I do and get into the one place that's familiar and 
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I love it, it's great. 

 
Q.  Other players, Jay Haas, Kenny Perry, the 49 to 50, Couples who sort of flip 
flop back and forth. 
 

ROCCO MEDIATE:  Right.  I was thinking about it and I could have got in a few 

events this year and I said no because I'm like, I'm just going to stay in one place for 
a while and just kind of be semi grounded I guess you would say.  That's what I did.  

It worked out fine, everything's good.  I'm finding that, and it's just like the regular 
TOUR, the weeks that I putted pretty good, I played good.  The weeks I've putted 

normal, I finished normal.  It's the same thing.  But you can't make it up, it's a sprint.  
If you're not ready Friday, you're finished as far as winning. 

 

Q.  This could be a good week for you if you could play well and do well here 
without Kenny in it and without Bernhard in it. 
 
ROCCO MEDIATE:  Yeah, it doesn't matter who's in it though, I don't look at that at 

all.  It's a matter of the score you can shoot.  We all can play pretty darn good.  

Certain weeks, like I said, we putt better than other weeks and all of a sudden the 
scores are low.  It's all the difference is right now that I'm seeing.  I had my five or six 

really good putting weeks and played really good, shot really good scores, the other 
ones were normal.  I don't really care who's in the field, I don't look and go he's not 

here, that will be easier.  That's not the case because anyone can win out here on 
any given week.  Those guys play great, Bernhard's played great forever really.  I 

don't look at who's here, that doesn't make any difference on how I think about 

playing or having a chance to win at all. 
 

Q.  Talk about 2008 when you played against Tiger, would you have been 
(inaudible). 
 

ROCCO MEDIATE:  No, because of the golf swing, I've said that 8 million times.  If 
the ball's not going where he's looking, and in the big events you don't get to win, 

that's simple.  There's no -- 
 

Q.  (No microphone.)  
 

ROCCO MEDIATE:  Oh, he is the same player, he's just not hitting the same shots, 

he's just not hitting the same shots.  (Inaudible) wasn't nearly the player he was in 
2000 because he was injured.  But as far as the control of the golf ball, it's not there 

like it was before, it's just not.  I'm one of his biggest fans, I want his control to be 
there because I want to see him break a record, you know.  I want to see him keep 

winning, he's only won 78 tournaments.  He's going to win five or six a year, as long 

as he has a pulse he's going to win that many.  But the big ones that he wants most 
of all, the consistency in the tee shots especially, is tearing him apart.  That's a fact.  

Hopefully he's working on that, I don't know, I don't know.  I haven't talked to Tiger in 
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a long, long, long time but I hope he's going to make it to where his ball's where he's 

looking off the tee, then he's going to beat the crap out of everybody again.  That guy 
has a chance, he's still right there.  He just can't hit his ball like he used to.  

 
Q.  (No microphone.)  
 

ROCCO MEDIATE:  No, I don't think it's because he's older at all.  He's stronger than 
anybody, one of the top 10 best conditioned athletes on the planet.  Tell me if I'm 

wrong, but I don't think I'm far off.  If that's not the case, he's getting older.  We get 
better as we get older, most of us.  I did, I got way better since I've gotten older.  Most 

guys out here are better players than they ever were but they might not hit it as far 
and we have our little injury stuff, but I don't feel 50 at all.  Sometimes I do, 

sometimes I do in the morning, but not often. 

 
Q.  How do you deal with the fact, the question, you're related to that event in 
2008, you'll probably always be the guy that answers those questions? 
 

ROCCO MEDIATE:  I'm fine with it.  There's nothing else more you could do in a 

situation like that but put it on the table and see what happens and that's all there 
was.  That was one of those wild weeks, that doesn't happen very often. 

 
Q.  (No microphone.)  
 
ROCCO MEDIATE:  Yeah, I said it a million times, when I woke up in the morning 

there was no doubt that I was going to win, no doubt because I knew where my ball 

was going.  Obviously it was fun, it was fun, but it wasn't quite as much fun as I would 
have liked it to be. 

 
Q.  Your pro-am partner (no microphone.)  
 

ROCCO MEDIATE:  No, no, the most important tournament to me was not the 2008 
U.S. Open at all, it was the 2010 Frys tournament.  I got a trophy, I beat the guys 

again, and one of my -- at almost 48 years old, way beyond what the U.S. Open did 
for me because it got me to -- it got me here and I didn't want the Open to be the last 

thing I ever did, I did not want that. 
 

Q.  Otherwise that defines you? 

 
ROCCO MEDIATE:  Yeah, you don't want to feel that.  I won five or six before that, it 

wasn't like I didn't know what I was doing, but that one was as big as it gets against 
the biggest guy, which is what you want.  I would like to have that chance every week, 

but you know.  There's no question, exactly.  That's why it didn't change much.  If I 

had bogeyed the last five holes or triple bogeyed the last hole or whatever, then that 
could be a serious problem because it's done it to a lot of people, but the way that I 

lost was quite acceptable if you could say that. 
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Q.  Rocco, do you still love to compete? 
 

ROCCO MEDIATE:  Yeah, I like it as much as I ever did, yeah, still.  Freddy and I 
were talking about that last week, we played on Sunday.  I still want to compete.  It's 

like you can't wait until Friday.  Pro-ams, I don't even -- I just kind of entertain and 

have some fun, but when the bell rings, the whole thing's different.  I'm just looking 
around today seeing what do I have to do over here, two seconds here and what do I 

have to do over there.  But come bell day, you can't recreate that setting, so it's fun to 
get out there on Friday and see what you have. 

 
Q.  You're healthy? 

 

ROCCO MEDIATE:  Pretty good, yeah.  I'm a little messy right now but I'm fine.  Did 
a little paddle boarding with the kids two weeks ago, probably shouldn't have done 

that.  It was fun, but I paid for it a little bit.   
 

Q.  You weren't competing? 

 
ROCCO MEDIATE:  Yes, no competition with me on a paddle board and those boys, 

there was no competition.  They were laughing a lot.  I got out there though, it was 
fun, hard. 

 
Q.  (No microphone.)  
 

ROCCO MEDIATE:  I don't know about smarter.  Maybe a little smarter.  I'm better at 
everything that I do, driving, irons, chipping, everything.  I hit further now than I did 

before.  I swing better than I did before.  I know more about what I'm doing than I did 
before.  We better keep learning.  I would think if you would ask every player, most of 

them would say the same thing because if you're not, you won't survive here.  This is 

brutal out here, believe me.  It's not a walk in the park.  It's a good place to play 
though. 

 
Q.  If you had to pick a guy in the field to go out and watch play, who would you 
watch? 
 

ROCCO MEDIATE:  I haven't seen the field, so is Watson here? 

 
Q.  No. 
 
ROCCO MEDIATE:  If he was here, that's the only person I would want to watch.  I 

love Tom.  I love watching Hale Irwin play.  If Trevino was here.  But I don't know 

what the field is.  I watch a lot of people, I talk to a lot of people about certain things 
because we're the best -- well, I'm on a Tour that has the best players that ever 

played the game.  That sounds a little bit better.  I get to hang with Watson or all 
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those guys.  You can ask them a question and they'll answer you.  It's kind of cool.  

But he was my idol growing up so it's like when he's in the field, I'll see what's going 
on, I'll watch him hit balls or something like that.  You don't get to do that in any other 

sport.  And then they can compete, go figure.  It's unbelievable.  It's a great Tour to 
watch because everybody's hero is still playing, just about, just about.  That's pretty 

cool.  You don't get to see that very often. 

 
DAVE SENKO:  Thanks, Rocco.   
 


