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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  JAY HAAS 
August 28, 2013 
 
 
DAVE SENKO:  You had a week off last week.  You haven't had a chance to see the 
course yet, but maybe just talk a little about your history of playing here in Canada. 

 
JAY HAAS:  Well, we've had nothing but great experiences in the past playing, 

whether it be Toronto, Montreal.  I didn't play Seattle last week.  I love playing in this 
part of the country.  I've heard nothing but great things about Calgary and the course 

here.  I think one thing that has stood out in all my tournaments is the people and how 

gracious everyone is here, whether it be in Montreal, Toronto area, now Calgary, 
everyone's been so friendly and down to earth.  Other than the southeast, it kind of 

reminds me of that with just a little different accent.  Same type of people, good 
hearted people.  Seems like we're very welcome here and I think that means a lot to 

the players and hopefully we'll get big crowds.  I understand the weather's supposed 

to be really good as the week goes on, so you've got a great formula for the players 
to perform well and to love coming here. 

 
DAVE SENKO:  How has your year gone? 

 
JAY HAAS:  I think as golfers, whether it be one round, one week, one year, 

whatever, we could always feel like we could do better.  I'm no different in that regard.  

I think I've had a decent year, but I don't feel like I'm still playing my best.  I'm 59, I'll 
be 60 in December and people ask me, How long do you want to do this?  My reply 

has been, When I play my best golf and I shoot 74 or 5, then I don't want to do that 
anymore.  I want to just be -- play the round of my life and shoot 70 or 71, that's not 

attractive to me, at this point anyway.   

 
It's a hard game to retire from and there's nobody cutting you from the team or telling 

you that we're not going to pay you anymore.  In our position as a fully exempt player, 
I can play most any week I want to play, so right now I want to continue to play.  All 

that being said, I feel like I've still left some shots out on the course this year and 
some tournaments that maybe had some opportunity to win and that's what keeps me 

going.  But I'm looking for a good push at the end of the year.  I'm playing here and 

Montreal and then four more events out of the last five.  Six more events, I feel like I 
can still make a push and hopefully make it a year that will be ranked up there with 

some of my better ones. 
 

DAVE SENKO:  Jay, you're going to be one of Fred's captain assistants for this 

year's Presidents Cup and you've been involved before.  Maybe just talk a little about 
that experience.  You've played on some Ryder Cup teams. 

 
JAY HAAS:  Yeah, that's an exciting time for us.  The Presidents Cup this year, it 
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coincides with a week off for us.  We are finishing up our First Tee event at Pebble 

Beach and then we go to Muirfield Village for the Presidents Cup.  Fred will be the 
captain, this will be his third consecutive term, and I've been his assistant captain 

along with a couple other guys in the past, but we have Davis Love as another 
assistant this year.  We're going to have a ton of fun.  We've got a great team, I think 

a great blend of players this year.  You've got Tiger and Phil who have played on 

countless teams, but then you've got players that have maybe played on one, two or 
three teams who are right in there.  Brandt Snedeker maybe has just played in a 

Ryder Cup, he hasn't played in a Presidents Cup.  Webb Simpson maybe played in a 
Ryder Cup and a Presidents Cup.  Trying to think.  Hunter Mahan maybe has played 

in one of each.  So these guys are in their 30s maybe, so they're somewhat 
experienced on the PGA TOUR but not a tremendous amount of experience in 

international competition.  But what a team.  It won't be finalized until the end of this 

week or the beginning of next week and then Fred will make his two picks.  Kiddingly, 
I think he said kiddingly, "I'm anxious to see who you and Davis choose as the last 

two spots."  He doesn't want to have to do it.  That's the drawback of being a captain 
is leaving players out who are either, number one, playing really well at the time but 

not up in that Top 12 say, or guys who have dropped out of the Top 10 and they're 

kind of in a little bit of a slump.  But being around those guys, those young guys, how 
good they are and try to remember -- you know, my son Bill right now is 7th on the list 

so that will be a ton of fun if he's on the team again.  Just watching him play and 
thinking I don't remember ever hitting shots like these guys hit them, that long iron up 

in the air and just the talent level that all these players show now.   
 

You've got the international team with Adam Scott, the Masters champion and last 

week's champion, Jason Day, Ernie Els, you just tick them off down the line.  They've 
got a ton of South Africans on the team and I think the international team is going to 

be difficult because I believe out of the 12, if you just go by Top 12 world ranking 
points now, I think six of them are from South Africa and Nick Price, the captain, is 

from South Africa, so they have that gel, say, that we have had as being from the 

United States.  In Australia they had maybe a Japanese player, two Koreans.  You 
know, they had a little bit of a fragmented team.  I don't think they're going to have 

that this time.  Hard to quantify how much that means to a team, but I think that can 
only help them.  But it's been a ton of fun being involved in that process and pairings 

and just being around those players and watching them interact together.  There's 
nothing like being on a team.  I did it a few times in my career and then now as the 

assistant captain and just observing the players and the great players and their body 

language and things like that.  I'm still trying to learn and I get a lot out of being 
around those guys. 

 
Q.  Jay, as you streak towards 60 years old, you shot a 60 last November, they 
say the older you get the easier it is to shoot your age.  Have you had to make 
any adjustments in your game that's keeping you at that level? 
 

JAY HAAS:  Well, I think we all, our game just continues to evolve year in and year 
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out, day in and day out.  I've gone to slightly softer shafts in my irons and my driver 

and things like that; a longer driver, an inch longer than it used to be, this has been 
two years now trying to maintain the distance in one way or another.  But I think we all 

just have to realize our limitations.  For me, I've never been a long hitter.  When I first 
came out here on the Champions Tour, I was maybe in the top third of distance, now 

I'm middle of the road or maybe even south of the middle of the road.  I have to skin 

the cat in other ways, I guess, and put the ball in the fairway.  (No audio.)  If you look 
at the scorecards, they start at 7,000 usually and go up.  I think this week is 7,100 or 

something like that.  A little elevation here which brings it down at sea level, but the 
technology, the ball, the shafts, the titanium heads, all that rolled into one has kept -- 

the young players have all that stuff too, so they're miles ahead of us off of tees and 
things like that, but the fact that a 60-year old can compete fairly well with a 50-year 

old, there's not that much of a dropoff in the ability, say.  Talent wise, all that stuff, we 

continue to lose our game a little bit, but the technology has helped.  You can't put too 
high of a number I don't think on it. 

 
Q.  When Billy was a little guy, you were giving him tips on how to play the 
game.  Has that role reversed now that he's done as well as he has? 

 
JAY HAAS:  Occasionally I'll -- and his brother, my oldest son, Jay Jr., caddies for 

him and I'll ask both of them what do you think about this swing or whatever.  They're 
a little hesitant, Jay a little bit more aggressive with giving me a tip here or there.  

He's a little bit more a student of the game.  Bill is much more of an artist.  How did 
you draw that picture?  I don't know, I just drew it.  How did you hit that shot?  I don't 

know, I just tried to cut it and I cut it.  So Jay is a little bit more of a technician when it 

comes to that, so I might ask him.  You know, they're a little reluctant to offer too 
much advice and I understand that.  My uncle, Bob Goalby, taught me and it took me 

a long time before I was able to say try this or try that.  Most golfers have a good eye 
and kind of understand what should be done or what a golfer should try to do, so 

they're no different in trying to help me.  They still give me the respect, I think, of a 

golfer, not as a dad so much, but that I can still play pretty decently and hang with 
them a little bit. 

 
Q.  Are you affected by the long putter rule to any great degree?  I'm sure 
everybody's tired of talking about it but some guys have to make an 
adjustment.  
 

JAY HAAS:  It's funny, that's died down a little bit and certainly I haven't heard a lot 
about it out here.  It's just a fact that that's what's going to happen, so I think the guys 

are accepting of it.  I tried the belly putter off and on in the last 10 or 12 years but not 
for any real length of time.  The last time I used it was maybe earlier last year for a 

week and I don't know, I three-putted three holes the last day, something from 20 feet 

on the last hole of the tournament at Houston.  I didn't throw it in the lake but I should 
have, and I haven't putted with it since.  I don't know, I haven't jumped in with both 

feet in something like that.  I think when you do an alternative style of putting, you 
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have to say this is the best way to do it and I'm not convinced it's the best for me, so I 

really haven't given it that much of a test, I guess, and I still feel like I can putt 
decently with a conventional style putter.  I was never cross handed, left hand low, 

whatever you say, so it doesn't affect me. 
 

Q.  I know you haven't seen the golf course, you haven't played it, but are you 
going in with, you talked about the elevation, I can hit it 5 percent longer or half 
a club more or less, what's your mentality, what are you hearing? 

 
JAY HAAS:  I think I will have to see that just -- I added the pro-am today just 

because I wanted to see the golf course and play a little bit.  I was off last week but 
that's something that we all have to decide that suits us best.  This will sound funny 

maybe, but when we used to play at Castle Pines just outside of Colorado, a little bit 

higher elevation, but my theory there was the farther you hit it -- listen to this one 
now -- the farther it goes.  By that I mean if you can hit it a long way, you get much 

more of a benefit.  If you can keep it in the air, you get a huge benefit from the lighter 
air.  If you're a low ball hitter, a low spin hitter, which is me, I don't get that huge 

benefit.  Certainly in the mornings to me the ball -- maybe a little bit but if you're 

between 7- and 8-iron, maybe it's an 8-iron at 11:00, it's certainly an 8 at 2:00 in the 
afternoon, but at 8:30, 9:00 in the morning I don't think it's that big a difference.  If I'm 

hitting solidly and getting the ball in the air, then yes, there's a little bit of an 
advantage.  Hopefully I'll hit on something that we can go by, but normally my caddie 

and I, we've been together for quite a while, if it's 150, we might say it's maybe 
playing 145ish or something like that.  I don't know that you could say it's definitively a 

7 percent.  Then who the hell wants to do that every time, who can figure that one out 

without a calculator every single time.  If there's a question between clubs, then you 
might go to the shorter club and feel like you can get there. 

 
Q.  Obviously this isn't the scenario this week, but if you weren't playing, you 
had to pick one guy in this field to go out and watch, who would it be? 

 
JAY HAAS:  Well, Freddy is coming, obviously he's our pied piper out here I would 

say.  He moves the needle like Tiger moves it on the PGA TOUR, just something 
about him.  He's one of my best friends and obviously we're doing the Presidents Cup 

together, but to watch him play, he still hits it to probably equal to the guys on the 
PGA TOUR length wise, he just plays spectacular golf.  Is KP here this week, Kenny 

Perry? 

 
DAVE SENKO:  He withdrew. 

 
JAY HAAS:  He withdrew.  I would say that he's playing very well although he didn't 

have a great week last week in Seattle, but Kenny's played an extremely great stretch 

in the middle of the year, he would be a guy.  I'm trying to think who else.  John Cook, 
is he here?  But Freddy No. 1 in the class I think and that's who people come out to 

see.  To me there's 50 guys out here that when you see their name pop up on the 



tee-scripts.com 
   

5 

leaderboard and they shoot 66, it's not a shock.  There's a bunch of good players out 

here, very capable players if a guy gets some heat going and makes a few putts.  
 

Q.  The TOUR has added three new stops this year including this one.  Does it 
make it tough to schedule?  Did you look at this event and say I'll go try it, I 
haven't been there before? 

 
JAY HAAS:  That's a part of it, I wanted to come up here and see this place for sure.  

I haven't had much success in Seattle so I knew I wasn't going to play there.  We 
have a four tournament stretch here in a little bit of a huge rectangle, we were in 

Binghamton, New York, Seattle, Calgary, back to Montreal.  So to play all four of 
them, I'm sure there's guys that will do that, but me not playing Seattle maybe it's 

easier to do.  A big part of it was.  Coming out here and seeing what we've got.  Mike 

Stevens, our president, has been talking it up.  What else are we going to do?  We're 
a bunch of old guys trying to play some golf here in just a fantastic second life for us 

and all that.  Most of the guys will have big smiles on their faces out here and glad to 
be here enjoying the week. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  Thanks, Jay. 
 

JAY HAAS:  Thanks for having me.  
 
 


