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INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:   RYANN O’TOOLE    
Thursday, July 11, 2013 
 

Q.  Just take me through the day, you guys got off early.  The conditions, were 
they a little soft? 

 
RYANN O'TOOLE:  They were a little soft, yeah.  We kind of knew that was going to 

be the case, but I was kind of waiting and seeing and watching balls reacting, figuring 
out, okay, because conditions did change and based on weather and stuff.  Things 

started rolling a little more.  Greens, some are soft, some are firm.  You start figuring 

out, making notes for tomorrow, but I just came out here trying -- my goal this whole 
year, I've been trying to figure out, because this is my best round this year so far and 

just trying to figure out, okay, what am I doing wrong basically because I know I can 
come out and make a lot of birdies and play well.   

 

Putter wasn't really getting hot, but it was more I was giving myself pressure 
expecting to make everything.  The last couple events, Arkansas and then the Open 

and then this week, I've been really trying to work on making pars.  I would rather 
have 18 birdie attempts than be trying to scramble up and down.  I just told myself, 

you know what, if you have a day that you have 18 birdie attempts, you're doing 
something right, eventually things are going to fall.  So I really just tried to stay in the 

moment and when I made a birdie, just kept trying to get pars.  When I had the 

opportunity to attack a pin, I did so, and if I made a bogey, I backed off a little bit and 
tried to go for center of the green and get back on track.  I think that really helped.   

 
I've been trying to figure ways to, you know, transfer my practice rounds into my 

playing and I think I'm starting to figure things out, and today was a perfect example 

of I'm in the right mindset and I really think this is the difference between when I shoot 
a couple over or shoot even and go, man, I played so well but nothing dropped.  Well, 

I don't think it was because my putter wasn't working, it was more of where my head 
was. 

 

Q.  Do you think it's more just of a mental thing just this whole season than 
anything technical? 

 
RYANN O'TOOLE:  Yeah, 2011 I came out and I won on the Futures Tour and had 

conditional status out here.  I played well that year and played on Solheim and top 10 
in a couple LPGA events and I think it kind of set the bar for me.  Then I started 

expecting a little bit, but I also dealt with media questioning how good I was for 

Solheim and things like that, so I started questioning myself.   
 

I think through 2012, between mentally trying to get back to me and going through a 
complete swing change with Joe Hallett, who teaches Stacy Lewis as well, so I've just 

been trying to move in the right direction.  My swing feels really good right now and it 

has been for quite a few months, but now it's just figuring, okay, I can make putts.  I 
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go see my putting coach, Tony Kewal, he's like, "You roll it perfect," so I knew it was 

more of a mental thing.  
 

Q.  How long have you been with Joe? 
 

RYANN O'TOOLE:  A year.  I started the year in Arkansas in 2012, that was like our 

first year we started working. 
 

Q.  So it was like a one-year anniversary a couple weeks ago? 
 

RYANN O'TOOLE:  Yeah, exactly, and I have to say we've made milestones as far 
as what we've worked on in my swing, much more consistent.  I know where it's at, 

and the biggest thing is when it does start going astray, I know how to -- 

 
Q.  Get back on track? 

 
RYANN O'TOOLE:  Yeah.  You know, on No. 17 I got a little aggressive and pulled it, 

and if that was last year I would have been like oh, what now.  But now I know, so it's 

real simple to step up on the next tee and go, okay, no problem.  People always say 
just let it go, it's a hole before, and I'm like, well, it doesn't really work that way. 

 
Q.  Take me through your birdies, anything that stuck out?  
 
RYANN O'TOOLE:  Yeah, a lot on the back nine, I was 2-under at one point on the 

front and made a bogey, which was fine.  I didn't hit a very good tee shot. 

 
Q.  What happened there? 

 
RYANN O'TOOLE:  It was No. 8, wind was right to left and I watched a girl push it 

right into the hazard, so I think I just kind of overcorrected and it bounced on the cart 

path and went in.  I mean, I just told myself, okay, if you get up and down great, but 
bogey's fine, we'll move on. 

 
Then on the back side I started just making a few putts.  I wasn't stuffing it, but I made 

a couple within 10 feet and I just made a couple 15-footers, you know, which have 
been the ones that I've been wanting to make the last few weeks.  The birdies that I 

was making were whether I stuffed it to a couple feet like on the last hole or made a 

five- or six-footer, but I was not making -- 10 to 15 was my range that I was hurting 
and I think that was the whole issue of, like Arkansas, I can remember vividly the first 

two holes I had a 10-footer and a 15-footer and I missed both of them.  I can 
remember walking off the 2nd hole going, you just gave that back to the course and 

now you've got to work even harder.  That was my mindset, versus just going sweet, 

I'd rather have those all day.  I'm giving you all my secrets, but whatever. 
 

MODERATOR:  No, that's okay.  Good luck tomorrow.  Thanks, Ryann. 


