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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:   INBEE PARK    
Tuesday, July 9, 2013 
 
MODERATOR:  I'd like to welcome in Rolex Rankings No. 1 Inbee Park, coming off 

three straight victories, three straight majors as well.  Let's start off, how are you 
feeling?  Has everything sunk in?  How are you doing just in terms of dealing with 

everything, all the attention you've been getting the past couple weeks. 

 
INBEE PARK:  Yeah, I mean, it's been different.  That's something that I have never 

experienced before and three straight wins, three straight majors, something I've 
never seen it before and it's something that's great.  Last week was quite busy.  I got 

to relax the last couple days before I came here.  It was nice to get to spend a lot of 

time with the family, especially in America, especially they came and see my wins in 
U.S. Open and weeks before, too.  It was a very good memory. 

 
MODERATOR:  You said it was really special to have your family there for that win.  

Talk about the whirlwind after the 24 hours where you went to New York City, did the 
whole media tour, you carried around the trophy in New York City, your whole family 

was with you.  Just talk about that experience and being able to do something so 

unique that really no other LPGA player's been able to do and have your family there 
to do it, just talk about that for a little bit. 

 
INBEE PARK:  Yeah, I didn't know something like that after the win.  I'm used to 

getting a lot of attention on the golf course, but off the golf course in a city like New 

York, that big of a city, a lot of people looking at me, it was weird getting that kind of 
attention outside the golf course.  It was really different.  It was a little fun for me, I did 

a lot of things that I'm going to experience from now on is going to be a little different 
than I've experienced before.  I'm trying to get used to it, not totally used to it yet, but 

still learning.  
 

MODERATOR:  I hear your mom and dad were excited to meet Matt Lauer at The 

Today Show and he wasn't even there.  Were they a little disappointed, let down, or 
were they still excited? 

 
INBEE PARK:  No, they were really excited that I get to go places like that, meet 

somebody they only saw on TV and it was just a very cool experience for everybody 

in my family and for myself, too. 
 

MODERATOR:  Then you got some time off but you just told me it wasn't very 
relaxing.  During your time off you did a lot of house hunting with your fiance.  Talk 

about the off week and how important it was to just get off the golf course and do 
something other than golf and not deal with a lot of media throughout the entire week.  

How important was that?  

 
INBEE PARK:  The first couple days after the Open was I think pretty much on the 
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phone nonstop for two days talking to media, talking to friends and family.  It's just 

been ringing nonstop.  It's very good to have that kind of attention, the people 
congratulating, but when it gets to four or five hours straight on the phone you get a 

little bit tired, but it was fun.   
 

After those two days we went house hunting in Las Vegas and we saw a couple of 

good houses.  It was way too hot to do house hunting or golfing, the weather was just 
killing me.  I feel really relieved coming here with cloud cover, no sun and just really 

happy to see no sun this week. 
 

MODERATOR:  You said the one thing probably in Las Vegas with the house, you 
need to have a pool, that's probably one of the top things.  One of my favorite lines 

from you last week or at the Open was during the ceremony where you said, "It's 

almost scary what I'm capable of doing."  I think you were kind of surprised that you 
were even accomplishing what you were accomplishing.  Talk about improving 

because you're always keen on improving every day, taking every day as it is.  I think 
the scariest part for us is that you have room for improvement in any part of your 

game.   

 
What's been the one thing that you've been really concentrating on?  Obviously you 

didn't get to practice too much this past week, but one thing in your game coming into 
this week you're hoping to improve upon?  

 
INBEE PARK:  Pretty much everything, sometimes my ball-striking skills not as good 

as I want, sometimes my short game skills not as good as I want, sometimes my 

mentality is not there.  It really depends on every week but I think these days it's more 
of a mentality level that I need to keep calm, try to concentrate on this week instead of 

thinking about last few weeks that I had.  I think I really need to forget about those 
things now and have a fresh start from now on, treat every tournament the same.  I 

mean, it's really tough to do, forgetting something that I've done in the past.  I mean, I 

wouldn't forget those things but I just want to refresh my mind and really want to start 
new this week. 

 
MODERATOR:  Moving forward to this week, last year you were runnerup first year 

you played here.  Talk about this course, what you look forward to playing on here 
and what you really think will set up well for you.  

 

INBEE PARK:  Last year -- I played a practice round last two days here and the 
course is playing quite different, it's playing a lot longer.  Last year it was very firm 

and running, the greens were firm, the fairways were firm, we were getting probably 
three, four (indiscernible) every hole.  We're not getting any run this week.  The holes 

I was hitting pitching wedge, 9 iron, I'm hitting more like 6 irons in now, so it will be a 

longer golf course for me.  But greens are stopping so we can attack the pins here.  
The greens are a little bit slower than last year but I think by the tournament, if they 

get good weather, I think it will quicken up a little bit.  I've had a good result here last 
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year, and I have a good memory.  I played very good the first three days of the 

tournament and I didn't play that well in the final day but still got into the playoff.  I feel 
very good about this golf course, I think I still shot like 16-under or something here, so 

this is definitely a course I like. 
 

Q.  Inbee, after the U.S. Open, obviously there's a lot of emphasis on the majors 
right now, coming back to Waterloo now and this tournament of course, but 
how difficult is it to keep from going up and down as far as emotionally and in 
your mindset?  Is that a tough thing to do, especially at your age?  
 

INBEE PARK:  Yeah, it is tough.  If I were to play this tournament right after U.S. 
Open, I think it would have been a lot tougher for me just coming off from the Sunday 

win and trying -- competition this week is going to be pretty tough.  But I've just done 

something like in Arkansas when I won, I thought I wouldn't be able to concentrate on 
U.S. Open because I just won, but that's something that I was able to do and I think 

this week's the same.  I had a week off last week.  I feel more relaxed, I feel more 
refreshed, so I feel a lot better this week.  I think I'm calmed down a lot now. 

 

Q.  You heard a lot of questions, I assume anyway you heard a lot of questions 
about playing the British in a few weeks at St. Andrews.  How many times have 
you heard that question about what's going to happen?  Does it almost 
intimidate? 

 
INBEE PARK:  I try to not think about it, but I think about 50 people reminded me, 

how do you feel about playing.  I still feel great.  I don't treat tournaments differently, 

it's another tournament for me.  I think I'm very lucky that I get that kind of opportunity 
where I have a chance to win four straight majors.  All those things are just a gift for 

me for playing good golf.  Not many people get that opportunity and I think I'm the 
lucky one to get that opportunity, so I think I should appreciate it. 

 

Q.  With what you've experienced since winning the three majors, nothing 
against us, but do you almost regret seeing the media come along with all 
those questions, and can they actually put a negative in your mind as well 
asking about the toughness of doing the Grand Slam, that type of thing?  Does 
that -- can they put a negative thought in your head? 
 

INBEE PARK:  Well, if I think about it so much, what I think I need to do is separate 

myself from outside the golf course and inside the golf course.  When I'm inside the 
golf course, I can't think about too many things.  When I'm outside the golf course, 

whether I want to hear or I don't want to hear, I'm going to hear it, there's no doubt 
about that.  So I'm a human and I think a lot of same things that everybody else does 

and I hear all the things that everybody talk about.  I think about it and I know I want 

to do something that somebody's never done before, yeah.  But I just know that that 
wouldn't be so helpful on the golf course, so I try to concentrate just on golf on the 

golf course.  Think as much as I want off the golf course, but just on the golf course I 
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try to just do whatever I'm doing on the golf course. 

 
Q.  You said you heard from a lot of people last week after winning the 
Women's Open.  Any surprise people call you to congratulate you about your 
wins, somebody you may not have -- maybe someone from Korea that you 
hadn't heard from or one of the legend golf players from the States? 

 
INBEE PARK:  I always get a letter from Arnold Palmer for winning, that's been 

something very special for me here.  I got a congratulations letter from president of 
Korea, so that was something very special.  I think I've got it when I won U.S. Open 

and I got it just last week from her.  It's special, I think, not many people get to do 
that. 

 

Q.  What would it mean to you to complete the Slam? 
 

INBEE PARK:  Well, it would mean everything, it would mean the world to me.  
Something I've been dreaming of.  I don't think I even dreamed that far, to be honest.  

I never dreamed doing a calendar Grand Slam, never.  I thought I would be very lucky 

if I do a Grand Slam, just a Grand Slam, not a calendar Grand Slam.  That's a tough 
thing.  It would just mean a lot, something very special, doing something nobody's 

ever done before is just very good.  I don't think about it so deeply.  I mean, it would 
mean a lot, yeah.  

 
Q.  You grew up watching Se Ri Pak and now a lot of young players look up to 
you.  Do you have anything to say to them? 

 
INBEE PARK:  Well, I watched Se Ri playing and I grew up looking at her playing 

and being inspiration for somebody is just very special for me.  I thought I would 
never get that kind of moment because there's so many good Korean players in my 

age, too.  Yeah, it feels great.  If they're going to think of me as I thought of Se Ri, it's 

like a dream come true.  
 

MODERATOR:  You have another big day coming up this week, 25th birthday on 
Friday.  Have any special plans, anything in particular you're looking to do? 

 
INBEE PARK:  No, it's just a birthday.  I mean, everybody gets their birthday once in 

a year.  I mean, I always get my birthday in the week of tournament because it's in 

July.  It would be great if I could win this week as a birthday gift.  Yeah, we'll celebrate 
at dinner. 

 
Q.  Happy birthday, Inbee. 
 

INBEE PARK:  Thank you. 
 

Q.  You're half of my age, so don't feel bad.  How much attention do you pay to 



tee-scripts.com 
  

5 

Yani Tseng?  She was in the position you're in now at one point looking to be a 
very dominant player -- not that she won't be again because I think she will be -- 
but do you look at that, hate to sound negative, but as something that can 
happen to a young player, come along, you know, you can hit those rough 
patches.  Does that play in your mind or do you even want to think about that? 

 

INBEE PARK:  Well, she's gotten to the point where she wanted to be and she was 
No. 1 for a long time.  She handled this kind of pressure, she handled all the media 

attention.  I mean, I really admire her for doing that and controlling herself for -- I think 
she's done it for almost three years.  I think that's very talented.  She still has a lot of 

potential and she's a very talented player so she can bounce back at any time.  I think 
as a golfer you always get tough times.  I'm sure I've done it before, I'm sure 

everybody's done it before.  They get their bad times and they get their good times, 

so I think you just really have to be patient. 
 

Q.  We have an extensive Korean community here and we hear a lot of Koreans 
will come to Waterloo to see you play.  What would you say to them? 

 

INBEE PARK:   (Answer in Korean.)  
 

Q.  You said your mom and dad were with you at the Women's Open.  Will they 
be out with you the rest of this year?  Will they be at the Women's British?  Can 
you talk a little bit about their schedule? 
 

INBEE PARK:  Yeah, they were coming to Evian at the beginning of the year, they 

are coming to Evian.  This last week they decided they want to come to British now, 
so I'm trying to book their rooms at the last minute.  That's pretty tough.  I'm trying to 

find them accommodations so they can come, and they said they're coming no matter 
what.  Even if they have to sleep on the couch, they said they're coming. 

 

Q.  Is it hard to not have them travel with you?  
 

INBEE PARK:  Well, I don't want them traveling with me full time, no, not full time, but 
there's moments that I really want to share with my family.  Yeah, I definitely want 

them to come and they've been very supportive of me all my life, they're very special 
to me.  As long as they want to come, there is no reason for me to stop them if it's 

not, you know, every tournament in my schedule.  

 
MODERATOR:  All right.  Well, thank you for coming in, best of luck this week. 
 
 


