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2013 GREENBRIER CLASSIC 
INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  BILL HAAS 
Wednesday, July 3, 2013 
 
 
MODERATOR:  Bill, thanks for joining us.  We've kind of got all the ingredients going 

for a good week here; you've got the family here with you, coming off your victory last 
week at Congressional, and all the way down you were good enough to remind me 

that you worked your way into a playoff here two years ago and played well last year 

with Sunday notwithstanding.  All that being said, just some comments on being back 
here at the Greenbrier.  

 
BILL HAAS:  Excited to be here.  It was a week I penciled into my schedule when I 

looked at it in January, this is one that I planned on not missing.  Just a fun week, I 
mean, being here, such a great hotel and area that has so many activities.  And you 

know we just had William and he's only seven weeks old, but this was his first week 

on the road so it's kind of a learning experience for all of this week just trying to figure 
that out.  Overall, no matter what this week, I think it's going to be a successful week. 

 
Q.  How much does momentum play into your mind?  Do you want to build from 
last week or just kind of forget about it and start anew? 

 
BILL HAAS:  Yeah, I think I was always taught break off the rearview mirror, good 

and bad.  Everybody starts at even this week.  But now with that said, I certainly have 
positive thoughts.  Sunday was one of my best final rounds ever and no matter what I 

can always look back.  I'll remember that, it's not a round I'll ever forget.  So when I'm 
on the course, if it's going a little sideways or not going right, I can certainly have the 

confidence saying I can turn this around because I just did it not long ago.  So 

certainly I think you've got to -- there is a momentum swing in golf as well. 
 

Q.  Bill, interesting dynamic with your group.  Who's going to have the upper 
hand as far as tips go, you or Webb since your uncle coached him?  Are you 
going to be able to tell him what to do or is he -- that's an interesting dynamic, I 
think. 
 

BILL HAAS:  Yeah, you know, me and Webb share a love for Wake Forest, and my 
uncle as well, you know, he was Webb's coach there.  Jerry I think has meant a lot to 

both of our games.  It's certainly where I think I developed into a better player and 

Webb as well.  No, I don't know, I think it's a great dynamic the fact that we can just 
talk about that and share that on the golf course.  The reason we're close friends is 

because of Wake Forest and because of Jerry. 
 

Q.  One more thing, your progression has been quite remarkable, I was looking 
over it last night and you just got better and better and made some leaps, a 
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setback here or two there.  How do you just keep getting better the way you are 
because golf is a very tricky game? 
 

BILL HAAS:  It's a very difficult game.  I realized at a young age how good the guys 
are out here.  I always knew how much better my dad was than I was even when I 

thought I was getting pretty good and it was always a reason to push myself.  If I want 

to do this for a living, I needed to work at it.  I still think there's a lot of room for me to 
improve and there's definitely a lot of room for me to work a little harder at the game.  

I do like to get away from it and do other things, but I think when you push yourself 
and work hard at the aspects of your game you struggle at, you'll see improvement in 

the future.  
 

Q.  Bill, you did not have your family with you last week, right? 

 
BILL HAAS:  I did not, no. 

 
Q.  Talk about the mindset now of having the family in tow and priorities get a 
little shuffled now.  Talk about having to juggle that and what's important to you 
this week. 
 

BILL HAAS:  As I said, no matter what it's a successful week just having them here 
golf aside.  Like you say, priorities aren't the same.  We certainly packed more stuff 

for this road trip than we've ever packed for any and that's different and it's just been 
different.  It's a different week than I've ever experienced on TOUR but all for great 

reasons.  It's another learning experience along the way trying to figure out how to 

handle that.  Luckily my wife, you know, she handles most of it.  I'm kind of along for 
the ride there. 

 
Q.  I'm sorry, quite a leap, 26 to 7 in Fed Ex.  You've got three guys above you 
who aren't playing this week.  How important is it for you to grab some FedEx 
points when guys like Tiger and Matt are idle? 
 

BILL HAAS:  Yeah, I think every week anytime you make a cut you're going to make 
some points.  Every little bit counts.  I finished 31st and 32nd on the list two separate 

years, both those years, you know, single digit points away from making it almost.  
Maybe not when I finished 32nd but when I was 31st I was single digits away from 

making it.  That could have been one putt somewhere down the line.  You can't think 

of it that way, but I do think of it as every week is an opportunity.  I think this week is 
the do or die week to become No. 1 and stay No. 1 the rest of the year, but every 

week is a great opportunity and this is just the second. 
 

Q.  Billy, what is it about this course that has suited your game so well the last 
few years? 
 

BILL HAAS:  I don't know.  It's a beautiful golf course, I like the way it sets up.  I think 
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certain holes allow you to be aggressive, and if you take on a bunker, you can lay 

back to a wider spot but then you have a longer shot in.  Certain holes give you a 
chance to be aggressive and you can a attack a hole location if you hit a good drive.  I 

like how it gives you some options off the tees.  The last two years the greens have 
been perfect.  It's just fun to play.  There's a couple hard holes.  If you get those, I 

think you can shoot a good score around here. 

 
Q.  Can you talk a little bit about two years ago and losing in a playoff, how 
tough that was to walk off that close? 
 

BILL HAAS:  Anytime you're that close to winning, as you guys know how difficult it is 
to win out here unless your name's Tiger or Phil or a few other guys, it's so hard to 

win out here.  Twice that's happened, I've been in a playoff and lost.  It's a great 

feeling knowing that you had a great week and you gave it such a good chance to 
win, but you also leave knowing how close you were.   

 
Then again two years ago Scott Stallings hit a shot in there about four feet, I hit a shot 

about 15 feet and I just didn't make the putt.  I felt like I did what I needed to do, he 

just did it a little better.  I didn't lose it for myself, I guess, he just beat me, if that 
makes sense, and that makes it taste a little better, I guess.  

 
MODERATOR:  Billy, we appreciate your time as always.  Congratulations again on 

last week.  
 

BILL HAAS:  Thank you.   
 


