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2013 GREENBRIER CLASSIC 
INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  JIM JUSTICE & NICK FALDO 
Tuesday, July 2, 2013 
 
MODERATOR:  Good afternoon.  We'd like to welcome you into the interview room.  

We welcome Jim Justice, the owner of The Greenbrier and chairman of The 
Greenbrier Classic here.  We'll turn the mic over to you. 

 
JIM JUSTICE:  Well, thanks, everyone, for being here.  Thank you, dear Lord, for 

stopping the rain and let's hope that it stays pretty.  You know, a few wonderful 
raindrops surely help my corn crops, so, I'm not complaining about the rain.  I don't 

know if many of you know this, but I do think we're one of the big corn farmers in the 

United States, so I am sincere when I say I'm very thankful for the rain.   
 

But again, we welcome all of you here, we hope you're having a wonderful day.  
We've got a lot of great stuff in store for you for the balance of the week, and I open it 

up to any questions which you might ask.  Again, I hope that more than anything, if I 

could just say this, more than anything I hope that you'll stop and pause and talk to 
some people who are workers here or people that are living here.  It's a great state.  

It's kind of our nation's, you know, biggest secret.  It has a very unique peoples in that 
they're caring, they're loving, they're appreciative.  They're very genuinely 

appreciative of you being here.  So we want the world to see just how great West 
Virginians and West Virginia really is, and the Virginias and the whole area.  So it's a 

real special place and I hope you'll feel like I do and be proud to be here.  Thank you 

so much.  
 

Q   Jim, I know it's good for you to have Phil here.  What were you thoughts 
watching that Open down the stretch and what went down there? 

  

JIM JUSTICE:  Well, I mean, maybe a few little tears because -- maybe a lot of tears, 
to tell you the truth, because Phil wanted that really bad and here's a gentleman, and 

I really mean the word "gentleman."  I've had the opportunity to be with him in 
different times a good bit last year at the benefit for the Birdies for the Brave.  Kathy 

and I and Phil and Amy, Phil and Amy were kind enough to invite Kathy and I to be 
their cohosts with them.  We kind of followed along behind them, but you're talking 

about an ambassador for the game.  This an ambassador for all of us maybe in life.  

He is such a class person.  He's got endless energy and he just touches all the right 
bases to me.  He's just got all the class in the world and he just is gracious and 

friendly and appreciative.  He's a really special, special man.    
 

Q   They made it official, I guess sort of official yesterday that in 2016 the 
anchored putters will no longer be allowed on the PGA TOUR events.  First of 
all, I think it's kind of interesting that the announcement was made here, and 
second of all, how do you think it will affect the play and the game of some of 
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the TOUR's pros?  
 
JIM JUSTICE:  Well, I know there's really special players.  We've had major winner 

after major winner that has been very successful with the anchored putter.  But at the 
same time and I don't mean to say anything that would be contrary to what their 

(inaudible) would be, but I think it's a good decision.  I really think it's -- I can 

remember, this takes you way back, but I can remember I played a million rounds 
almost with Sam Snead and I played when he was in his early and mid 50s and he 

was still quite a player, he was an incredible player, and at one time he developed a 
little croquet stroke between his legs and they said, no, no, we're not going to do that 

and then they outlawed that.  Then they went to where he could sidesaddle it and putt 
on the side.  I think that this game, again, can you just imagine how much honor it 

truly has?  It's a game that I believe, and I'm probably going to get in trouble with this, 

I believe we don't need any gimmicks, we don't need any gimmicks.  We just need the 
game, the time-honored game that brought us to where we are today, and gracious 

good Lord above do we need an honored sports game today.  I think golf carries a big 
banner, so I think it's a good decision.  

 

Q   Jim, I'm curious, do you use a belly putter? 
 

JIM JUSTICE:  No, I use a belly, but I don't use a belly putter.  (laughter.)  I don't 
know that it would matter a lot with me, but yesterday I played with John Daly.  I don't 

play much golf.  I haven't played 18 holes of golf since last November when I played 
with Phil.  I tried to get a little bit ready and played 8 holes and 9 holes a couple times, 

but I played terrible yesterday and I played so much golf before that that's not 

acceptable to me.  I don't care that I haven't played, I really let my teammates down 
and I didn't play well yesterday.  I'm surely hopeful I do a little bit better job with Phil 

on Wednesday.   
 

Q   Back to this long putter, is that a competitive edge?  You've played this 
game for a long time, do you feel like that's a competitive edge? 
 

JIM JUSTICE:  Yeah, I do, and the reason I do is it just stabilizes part of the swing 
itself.  For crying out loud, if we could get mechanical arms, we could stick that putter 

in the middle of our belly and just click our arms, let it go back and forth, what's going 
to be next?  Sure it's an edge, at least it seems to be an edge for me.  

 

Q   You had a couple of first-time winners in Scott Stallings and Ted Potter, Jr.  
Would it mean anything different if a Phil Mickelson or a major champion 
winner would win the tournament?  Would that do anything to enhance its 
reputation? 

 

JIM JUSTICE:  Well, of course it would.  I mean, we had great champions, you know, 
Stuart Appleby, Scott Stallings, Ted Potter, Jr. and I mean, great storylines from the 

standpoint of young men on their way starting -- not Stuart but the people that 
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followed, and what an incredible 59.  I mean, the championship the first year couldn't 

have been any better, but at the same time sure it would be meaningful.  I mean, you 
know, if one of the superstars, one of the real true champions that have been out 

there through countless licks and everything, have earned their stripes to win or be in 
the running coming down the stretch, that would be great. 

 

Q   Speaking of young men on the rise, a few words about Jordan Spieth, his 
short but brilliant year and how you got him here? 

 
JIM JUSTICE:  Well, we were really fortunate to be able to have one of our picks and 

extend that invitation to Jordan.  Jordan is an incredible talent.  That's just plain all 
there is to it.  And what a career he's got in front of him.  He'll have to keep his head 

straight and I'm sure he will and I don't know the young man personally to say that 

he's got everything altogether.  Golf is a tremendously demanding game and if you 
just tweak your mindset or your confidence just in the least little bit, I mean the wheels 

can really fly off of you and it's difficult to get back.  He has a tremendous future and 
we're honored to have him. 

 

Q   Jim, you mentioned the weather.  Compare coming into the tournament this 
year to last year and the things you don't have to do this year that allowed you 
maybe to get a little bit ahead of where you were last year at this time? 
 

JIM JUSTICE:  Well, I mean, gosh, that would be like say compare the tournament 
this year versus Mount St. Helen's last year.  It was catastrophic.  To be just as 

honest as I can be, if I would have truly known the magnitude of the catastrophe, we 

may have said -- we may have thrown up the white flag and said we can't do it.  The 
magnitude of what John Doe, the everyday guy, went through with that was really 

way beyond what I thought we were faced with.  I thought we were faced with a 
terrible storm that just happened to come up through our valley and everything, and I 

could surely hear the broadcasts, but I wasn't going to let it beat us.  I felt like West 

Virginians are just too tough for this to beat us.  I am so sincere about this being a red 
badge of courage for our state and it's important, it's really important to our state in a 

lot of different ways and I wasn't going to let it beat us, but we had a lot of people put 
in a lot of licks to pull it off. 

 
Q   Jim, can you talk about today's Youth Day and the importance of having the 
youth involved including The First Tee today and just talk about its 
importance? 
 

JIM JUSTICE:  Well, I just spoke at the first tee just a second ago and I look in the 
crowd and I could see there are so many adults mentoring those kids.  That's so 

meaningful.  I mean, it's really, really meaningful that those people are taking their 

time.  It's one thing to write a check.  We have to have the checks, but at the same 
time, we have to have adults that are willing to step up and dedicate their time.   
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But again this game, I mean, it just carries with it so much that can propel you in life.  

I have to say, there's no chance that I would be where I am today without the game of 
golf.  It taught me so many things about honor and respect and courage in a lot of 

ways.  I mean, you know, when you're out there all by yourself and you've got a 
two-shot lead and your legs are knocking together at a hundred miles an hour, you 

can't hardly get your breath because your heart is beating so fast that you don't hardly 

know your name, it will teach you a lot about courage and a lot about a lot of things.  
It's a great game when you can call a penalty on yourself.   

 
I can remember Bill Campbell disqualifying himself in a state amateur here over 

something that probably didn't even happen.  There's a lot of instances of honor in 
this game that's different than other games we play and we participate in and we 

coach.  So it's a special day for those kids and I'm sure they're benefiting from this 

beyond what they can possibly believe today. 
 

Q   Jim, for the past several days we've seen guys like Bubba Watson I think in 
particular on Twitter doing falconry and with his kid by the pool talking about 
how great The Greenbrier is.  How has the resort's amenities over the last few 
years helped you-all recruit players and what's the feedback you're getting?  
Also, how do those player endorsements like on Twitter help the Greenbrier 
throughout the year in booking guests? 
 

JIM JUSTICE:  Well, no question they're tremendously beneficial.  You know, Bubba 
said it probably the best, maybe I can't think of anybody that said this any better.  He 

said, "I didn't know what to expect coming here."  And think about that for a second.  

To me, that's very impactful.  When you think about a lot of times an image of maybe 
West Virginia and maybe not in a great way and you really don't really know what to 

expect, and then all of a sudden you come and it's unbelievable.  To him I think his 
first Tweet was, "This place is awesome," and he has truly fallen in love with it.  I 

mean, he's been over -- I was with him, we were over at our home farm, we rode 

around on four-wheelers together, fished a little built.  He's all over the property 
looking at properties here that he wants to buy and build a home here and he's just 

got a great beautiful family and just, you know, his little 16-month old was so 
precious, it's unbelievable, Angie's beautiful.   

 
So it's just, you know, it's just what the Greenbrier is really all about.  The Greenbrier 

is simply just this.  It's family.  And these amenities that we have here and the 

Greenbrier itself, the people, the kindness, the love, what I spoke of earlier, that just -- 
that's just so gravitating to lots and lots and lots of players.  I think probably, and this 

was a month ago, we had more people involved, enrolled in daycare at that point in 
time than any other event on the TOUR and that was a month ago, before I don't 

know how many we've got now.  We may have 18,000 now, but we got a lot, so it's 

important. 
 

Q   Jim, did you have anything to do with the pairing of Bubba, Phil and Potter, 
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three left handers?  I don't know if I've ever seen three left-handers in the same 
group. 
  

JIM JUSTICE:  I really didn't, I didn't have anything to do with that, but I think the 
gallery will all be on the left-hand side of the fairways now and they should be.  I 

mean, I had the opportunity to play with Bubba last Wednesday.  He's playing great, 

he's really playing great and he hits it -- I used to think I hit it a long ways.  I did hit it a 
long ways, but the problem was I hit it and I didn't have any idea where it was going.  

But I'm telling you, he can absolutely pound it.  It's something, it's something to watch. 
 

Q   Do you Tweet? 
  

JIM JUSTICE:  I do not.  This will really stun you.  I don't even e-mail.  In fact, hey, 

throw me my phone.  This is how technologically savvy I am now.  You're on national 
television, look good.  This is my phone.  That's it.  That's as fancy as I can go. 

 
Q   Jim, you pared down to two concerts this year.  Is that what you're going to 
maintain through the duration of the TOUR's visit here? 

 
JIM JUSTICE:  If we can get the level of acts that we got this year, yes, sir.  I mean, 

again, I would a whole lot rather have super quality than quantity, and not to say that 
the acts we've had in the past have been unbelievable, they've been unreal, that's all 

there is to it.  But if compensation is the measure of how good the acts are and how 
much demand, then we've got the best two we've ever had. 

 

Q   Now, did the price change with the two acts and why did you go to two 
acts? 

 
JIM JUSTICE:  I just kept trying.  We've been chasing Aerosmith forever and Kenny 

Chesney is the same.  We've tried for two years to get Kenny Chesney as well.  

When we got him, we just felt like we had the two best of the best and there wasn't 
any point.  And the other thing is this, we've had umpteen sponsors that have said, 

look, we've got guests in here from all over the world, we want to spend time wining 
and dining and being with them and everything else.  There's no time to be with them.  

So we just try to knock it out of the park with two great acts. 
 

Q   Jim, coming up on the concert question, June 22nd there was a Kenny 
Chesney concert at Heinz Field in Pittsburgh, 70-some arrests, 60,000 pounds 
of trash were left at the field.  I don't know if you had heard about that.  And 
number two, the crowds have been pretty well behaved at the concert series.  
Except for traffic problems, it went pretty smoothly.  Any concerns whether the 
No Shoes Nation is coming into town and they're really fired up for Kenny 
Chesney? 
 

JIM JUSTICE:  Well, I haven't heard that.  See, I'm carrying a Taser with me at all 
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times.  No, I surely think we've got security out the ying yang and we're not going to 

tolerate anything like that.  We're just not going to tolerate that. 
 

MODERATOR:  Let's take one more question for Mr. Justice and we'll have Nick 
Faldo. 

  

Q   My question is actually about Nick Faldo.  Talk a little bit about his 
relationship with The Greenbrier and what that means to The Greenbrier. 
  
JIM JUSTICE:  It means a lot, it means an awful lot.  Sir Nick Faldo, think about that.  

Sir Nick Faldo.  I mean, royalty.  You know, his name is known all over the world.  His 
voice is known all over the world.  You know, his talent was unbelievable and so to 

have him affiliated and to have him -- this would be his home.  I mean, he's building 

here and he's been in the process of doing that for probably a couple years and going 
through his plans, architectural plans and everything.  Nick has been really involved in 

that.  He probably won't tell you all that so I will, but he's such a class person, we're 
just really, really, really proud to have him as a little part -- as big a part of our team 

as he'd like to be. 

 
MODERATOR:  We'd like to invite Nick Faldo to come forward now, member of the 

World Golf Hall of Fame.  Please come forward. 
 

NICK FALDO:  Good to see you.   
  

MODERATOR:  Nick, you have some things you'd like to announce.  

 
NICK FALDO:  Yeah, I've gone straight into it.  Yeah, we have a very, very special, 

hopefully you know a little about my Faldo Series, something that's been very special 
to me.  I started it back in 1996.  It really is my way of giving back or pay it forward to 

the game and creating some opportunities for kids across Europe.  If I could briefly 

give you a brief history to kind of get to you where we are now.  
 

JIM JUSTICE:  Hold up just one second.  I don't mean to interrupt, but you-all get 
ready and everything because when he announces this, this is humongous.  This is 

going to really be huge.  I'm going to do a little drum roll.  This is great.  
 

NICK FALDO:  Okay.  I'll do my best to match the expectations.  Let me give you a 

brief history.   
 

Many of you know this, some don't.  As I said, started in '96, that slowly grew across 
Europe, actually expanded Europe, actually went from Iceland to Turkey.  We play 

events across Europe.  The idea was they come for a grand final which we've been 

holding the last few years at my golf course in Lough Erne in Northern Ireland.  We 
also now have a Faldo Asia Series final, which is at Mission Hills every March.  That's 

been going for about eight or nine years.   
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We had a very special time last spring, a year ago, where a young kid who I've known 
since 12, he's been part of my series by the name of Rory McIlroy.  He went to World 

No. 1 at the same time a young girl by the name of Yani Tseng helped me launch the 
series in Asia, in China, and she was World No. 1.  Very special.  So since then the 

buzz for the series has really been growing.   

 
So to fast forward to now, my biggest goal is obviously to come to America, to stretch 

it almost across the globe, and thankfully after some great negotiation with Jim here 
and some great help from John Clarish (ph), from Bert Bane, we've put this together.   

So what I am here to announce is the Faldo Series Final, our grand final, will be 
coming here to The Greenbrier in October where we will be bringing -- what we do is 

bring all our winners from Europe over, so about 60 kids will come from Europe and 

all our winners from Asia who won earlier in March, they will be here.  Probably I'm 
going to invite for the first year the leading top 20 or so American players, boys and 

girls from age groups from about 13 to 21.  So they will come and play.  We'll be here 
at The Greenbrier for just about a whole week.  We have a three-day tournament and 

then that gets things rolling.   

 
The reason why -- the other thing I'm very excited about, I've been talking with Tim 

Finchem on the TOUR about -- Tim came to me and said, I want to know more about 
the series, what have you been doing?  So I explained basically what I have been 

doing.  So they came up with some great initiatives to come on board to support the 
tour because to take this forward, I would like to create qualifying events in 2014 so 

American golfers have their own qualifying.   

 
Tim came up with under my nose initiative on TPC golf courses.  We play at TPCs.  I 

said, wow, that's absolutely fantastic.  So we're currently putting together, obviously 
as you know, the Old White is a TPC, so it all fits in very nicely and so that really is a 

thumbnail sketch of what we've been up to.   

 
We've been involved in -- the TOURs have been -- the R&A have supported me, the 

European TOUR supported me right from day one.  Asian TOUR obviously supports 
me.  So now to have the PGA TOUR of America involved, this is huge.  So I'm 

extremely excited for me, the series.  We're a very small team.  We have an office in 
Hong Kong for Asia, we have an office in Windsor where my son is with the 

tournament.  My son Matthew Faldo is a tournament director.  So, you know, to thank 

Jim for coming on board and creating this, making this happen, we think this is a huge 
opportunity.   

 
Just brief, as I said, thumbnail, we play 40 events in 30 different countries across the 

globe.  So wonderful places that we've been going to like Nepal, Cambodia, Chile we 

play.  Not so much -- not really taking golf there for the first time, but giving these kids 
the opportunity, which I'm very proud of that these kids can win in their country and 

they will then go to China to play the final.  Now, if they win in China, they would swap 
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and then come and play the other final, which would be in Northern Ireland.  So these 

kids winning in these countries across the globe, if they win their age group in China, 
they will be coming here to The Greenbrier.  So I think that is pretty special.  It's 

special for The Greenbrier, it's really opening up the doors here, opening up the 
presence, the awareness of The Greenbrier.  And currently we touch, amazing, we 

have 7,000 competitors already globally outside America.  So I would envision, I hope 

we can grow that really rapidly to get a lot of competitors in America to come and 
participate.   

 
So hopefully once these kids, thanks to you guys, get this information out, then we 

will create a lot of events for them to play. 
 

Q   Nick, Jim was asked about the amenities of The Greenbrier and the players' 
reaction to it when they get here for the first time.  Were you surprised by what 
you found here with your first trip years ago, and do you think the players at 
the start of this tournament to today, the ones who are first-timers, are they 
surprised by what they find? 

  

 
NICK FALDO:  When I came here, as you know, '79 Ryder Cup.  I was a rookie, 

second Ryder Cup.  To be honest, the hotel scared me.  I'd never been to a hotel that 
big in my life.  I mean, the corridors, when you say my room is down there, it's a 

3-wood and a 7-iron just to get to my room.  Now it's only a 2-iron and 8-iron.  
Anyway, the ball goes further.   

 

But no, when I first came here this was -- obviously have great memories that kind of 
stuck here.  We came back with the event, started with them with CBS, and as you 

know, I've -- I was in love with the place before, but have fallen more in love with it 
now.  I've got a small cabin being constructed on the hill  

 

JIM JUSTICE:  Don't believe small cabin. 
 

NICK FALDO:  Tried to.  Yeah, I think it's a really special spot, simple as that.  I'm 
enjoying this being my second home. 

 
Q   Back talking a little bit about your competitive play, you'll be going to the 
British here next week? 

  
NICK FALDO:  Yeah, couple weeks. 

 
Q   How is that going back and playing a competitive round? 

  

NICK FALDO:  Absolute piece of cake.  As I said, I'm fully prepared.  I have corduroy 
trousers, cashmere sweaters and a vest, so I'm ready for Scotland.  The practice is a 

little thin at the moment.  It's been a great experience because I've been, first of all, 
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bumped into the physio Del Richardson (ph) and they started prodding my shoulder 

and laughing, saying there's meant to be muscles in here.  So I've been training hard 
to rebuild this shoulder.   

 
Then my golf coach, Keith Wood, in England checked out the swing.  Then I even met 

with Gio Valiante, Justin Rose's sports psychologist, so I've got all the info.  I've got it 

all.  I've got to see what's in there.   
 

But that's right, you can tell I'm excited to go back.  I thought it would be -- for years I 
thought my last event was at St. Andrews.  I said not really interested.  Then I 

thought, hey, I might regret this, this is the last chance to walk Muirfield.  And I 
realized, I'm doing a commercial for a necessary well-made Scotch whiskey and I 

realized how important Muirfield is to me, especially the 18th hole.  To win two 

majors, to win two Opens at the 18th hole, that 18th green is a very special spot in my 
career.  I thought, hey, I should go back and give it a go. 

 
Q   One other thing, switching gears a little bit to the belly putters.  The 
decision was made by the PGA TOUR in 2016 is going to do away with them, no 
more anchoring the putter.  What do you think of the decision? 
  

 
NICK FALDO:  I've been all for it, I've been pro that.  I can understand and see what 

we want you to do, really go back to the original intentions of the game.  It's called a 
golf swing, not a golf hinge.  That was the way it was intended to golf, both hands.   

 

So, yes, I'm pro the decision.  I understand and almost commiserate with all the 
people who have been with -- how it's 30 years on that we've been -- it's kind of a little 

late, but I like the decision.  I'm sure I think as a golfer I'd rather get on with it, I'd 
rather crack on, rather have that in my mind thinking about three years.  If somebody 

says you get three months to get it sorted out, I'd have said fine, let's get up and go, 

but that's the rules  
  

Q   Do you feel like it's a surefire competitive edge, that tool, that long tool? 
 

NICK FALDO:  No, it's not.  See the problem is a lot of youngsters walk in the pro 
shop and they picked up -- they've got a choice to pick up any putter, so they've 

picked up a belly putter and said, wow, I like this.  Same with once the stigma is 

gone -- in the past there was a stigma.  If you used a long putter, it meant you'd either 
lost your hands or your mind, one of the two.   

 
Now it's nothing to do with it.  Now you can go to your brand, go on the computer, the 

putting coach, you try everything from silly grips to all sorts of things.  Suddenly you 

go, well, let me try this, and if the computer says that's your best stroke, you go great, 
I'll go give it a whirl.  I think that's how it's kind of evolved.   
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So I can feel for these youngsters who, a lot of college kids, that's the only putter 

they've ever seen, so that will be quite a serious transition for them.  The guys on 
TOUR who've gone through it because they're just always experimenting, I don't think 

it's quite as dangerous. 
 

Q   Did you get to (inaudible) at all with Tim Clark who evidently has a condition 
in his arms? 
  

 
NICK FALDO:  Well, yeah, because there are players on TOUR who have adapted, 

yeah, because he has a physical disability, he can't rotate his harms.  Yes, some 
players will feel pretty aggrieved that they've got to change.  But I think, as we said, in 

the big picture if you land from outer space and say, hey, what's this game of golf, this 

is the way it's been played and intended to be played for the last 150-odd years, I 
think it's the right decision. 

 
Q   What are some of the long-term goals for the Faldo Series and how special 
is it now to have a bit of relationship with the PGA TOUR? 

  
 

NICK FALDO:  Yeah, the real long-term goal is to make this a global event, global 
amateur event.  I have a great opportunity that because I've got teams, a European 

team and Asian team and hopefully I'll have an American team.  So my other goal is 
to create maybe a Faldo World Cup.  That's something spinning into my mind.  I won't 

get into the complexity of it, but that would be really cool if I can get all these different 

age groups.  This is what's important about my series, I've got boys and girls at 13 
years old all the way up to 21.  I feel it would pretty cool to hopefully one day say I 

was on the Faldo World Cup team playing for America and I was a 13-year-old girl 
and, you know, part of my team was this big fellow who was 21 but you were actually 

part of a team.   

 
It all started because the last series we had in Asia, in China, Europe -- the Asian 

countries come as a team, they play as countries.  We get Indian team, we get the 
Pakistan team, South Korean team, the Thai team.   

 
So all the sudden the Japanese team kind of led the atmosphere in having fun and 

games, and I suddenly thought, wow, this is really like a team event.  These kids 

who've come here, they've all played as individuals but they're playing as a team.  
They created a team atmosphere.  That got us thinking, well, if I can enhance that in 

some way.  So that's what we hope to -- we hope to bolt onto this final.  Hopefully 
we'll have maybe kind of like an exhibition World Cup game between the three, Asia, 

Europe and America.   

 
So maybe we'll get things going, so that's the big game plan.  Tim's initiative with THE 

PLAYERS, the TPCs, there's about 30 across America, so 14.  And any other club, 
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we will take any other club, if any other club has a serious junior program or serious 

reach to juniors and they want to host an event, please contact us.  We'd love to host 
as many events in all four corners of America and they would come to -- maybe they 

would come to American final.  As I said, if you win here, you end up going to China, 
Mission Hills, to play in March.  I think a lot of kids will think that's very cool.  I think 

that's where I've given the youngsters just a bit of experience.  Throw them in the 

deep end.  Coming from Europe or flying to China, you're basically playing golf when 
you should be fast asleep.  Sure they miss their tee times, all sorts of things like that 

and that's all part of the learning curve.  I think any kid at 15, 16 getting this 
experience has got to be a good thing. 

 
Q   Talking about the young golfers of the world, what are your thoughts on 
Rory McIlory's possibly temporary struggles and what do you think of the 
sudden rise of Jordan Spieth, who will be here? 
 

NICK FALDO:  Yeah, Rory very simply messed with a winning formula.  That's the 
way I would put it.  He had an equipment company, he went from Rookie of the Year 

to World No. 1 and been through a lot and thought he could start again.  And as I said 

from day one, I Tweeted right when it was announced, this is a dangerous move.  I 
won't get into all the -- people said oh, he's so talented, he can adapt, why should the 

World No. 1 be adapting to something new.   
 

As we discovered six months later, he's busy still trying putters, still trying drivers, it's 
not as easy.  I think I was trying to express that.   

 

We get a millisecond of feel at impact and if it's going great, it builds confident; if it's 
suddenly something different to what you've been doing or thinking you're going to 

do, that hurts your confidence.  So I hope he hasn't gone too far, but it's damaged his 
confidence.   

 

Jordan, well, Jordan's on the rise.  He's a 19-year-old kid, already rich.  Don't you just 
hate that?  And good luck to him.  He's out there, as I say, like I said, in the deep end 

every week learning.  Part of the big learning curve, getting experience every week, 
doing great.  So he'll keep chipping away and the more he's in -- the more he's 

looking at the top of the leaderboard, the more you're learning. 
  

Q   I actually have one for Jim.  With the rich history of the Haskins Award, how 
important is it to attach The Greenbrier Classic with that winner, and just kind 
of getting these younger guys with their futures ahead of them having this one 
of their earliest experiences on the PGA TOUR? 
 

JIM JUSTICE:  Well, anybody that knows me knows how I feel about kids, and with 

the Haskins Award winner having the opportunity to play in the Classic and 
everything, that's really special because it's like you're launching a young person's 

career.  With what we're doing with Nick and being the final destination for all of his 
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events all over the world and everything, and then to believe it or not come to The 

Greenbrier, imagine what that's going to be like.  It's going to be unbelievable and it's 
going to be kids from all over the world.  So it's all that's really special to me.   

 
You see, I'm the basketball coach.  I'm the guy that loves kids and loves to see their 

development.  I mean, I personally believe this.  If you have the opportunity to 

genuinely touch a kid's life and genuinely change a kid's life and to help and assist 
and everything, I don't know how it gets much better than that.  I really don't. 

 
Q   Nick, we haven't had a chance to talk to Phil yet, but you watched that from 
afar.  You weren't calling that weekend.  Were you calling that weekend? 
  

NICK FALDO:  No, I wasn't. 

 
Q   I'm sure you saw it.  He let it get away basically late, I mean. 
  
NICK FALDO:  He was playing a man who really fitted the U.S. Open mold.  Justin 

Rose has been working on this.  It didn't happen overnight.  It's been a four-year plan 

and Justin got better and better and I've been talking about it.  If you listen to CBS, 
every time I'm tipping, a dark horse is under the radar and Rose has been on that list 

for a couple of years now.  You could see him develop.  You kind of sense that he 
does his mental preparation.  The game's coming along, but it's the mental 

preparation, the learning how to deal with a major, that's the hardest thing and the 
most important thing or the most powerful thing.  Because I switched on -- I was 

traveling, I actually flew back with my daughter from England just to switch on the TV 

and se Rose's three-putts at 10.  Oh my, what a time to do that, but dealt with it.  Had 
another bogey someplace else, dealt with it, has a decent run and then plays the last 

two holes really how you're meant to play a U.S. Open, hitting two perfect shots on 17 
and two perfect shots on 18.  That's demanding and I knew, I sensed when Phil 

started play, it was just one erratic shot too many.  He's fantastic for the game, the 

way he plays, that's his style.  But right now, you know, he goes at it, you kind of 
sense that, especially at a U.S. Open, the consistency guy beat him over the guy who 

is a little more erratic. 
 

MODERATOR:  Let's take one more back here. 
 

NICK FALDO:  Guan Tianlang, he's also been part of my Series as well.  He was one 

of my winners two years ago and then this last April he came back to Mission Hills 
just to swing by, see the kids.  I gave him a lesson for a couple days.  So that's what I 

enjoy with the Series is staying in touch with -- same with Rory.  Rory swung by a 
couple years ago and gave a clinic for the kids.  That's really cool.  Imagine these 

kids are really 13 to 21 and they've got a 22-year-old Open champion that's much 

better than watching some old lump like me trying to swing a golf club, entertain them. 
 

Q   Just a quick question about the Faldo Series.  You worked with a lot with 
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the American Junior Golf Association which does a lot of -- many events across 
the country.  Any chance you'd be communicating with them? 
 

NICK FALDO:  Absolutely.  Yeah, there's a lot of golf being played in America.  
You're not short of golf.  Yeah, we want to slide in the best we can, that's why we 

don't have to go crazy with lots of events.  Obviously America is a massive country 

and I'd like to cover it the best I could.  Maybe we start with half a dozen events, three 
along the bottom, three along the top.   

 
But, yes, we will open -- all communication lines are open to talk.  Obviously we're 

going to go and talk with the USGA, tell them what we're doing; even with the LPGA 
obviously because we have girls as well as the PGA TOUR.  All the main bodies are 

invited to spend some time and understand what we're up to. 

 
Q   Jim, final comments as we prepare for the fourth Greenbrier Classic? 

 
JIM JUSTICE:  Well, I was just thinking, you know, when Nick was talking about Phil, 

and this is not anything to do with what we're talking about right here, but the 

interesting thing about this golf course, and it may get a little bit different now because 
of all the rain because the greens are literally the second firmest greens on the 

TOUR.  Now, with all this rain, it surely won't be that, but our golf course is a golf 
course that -- and, you know, I've had the opportunity to play it all my life and I can tell 

you that it's a golf course, as you attack the course, it will bite you.  And really, I 
honestly think that that's been Phil's troubles the last couple years, Tiger's trouble, 

whatever.  You stand out there and look at it and say, you know, I can do this, I can 

knock this straight at the pin and everything.  You miss it three foot one way or the 
other, you've got big-time trouble.   

 
The other thing is people that end up with three- or four-footers as your par putts, 

your second putts and you're stressing over those, those are big-time issues and 

everything.  I think it's a course that you best better be prepared to really think about, 
and if the greens start to firm up and everything, you'll see, you'll see the rough is 

thick in the rough stuff, but it's a real challenge. 
  

 
NICK FALDO:  With that course assessment, the second firmest greens, that's like 

stat man.  

 
JIM JUSTICE:  Hey, I'm a stat man. 

 
MODERATOR:  Jim, Nick, thank you very much.   
 


