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INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  SUZANN PETTERSEN   
Thursday, June 20, 2013 
 
 
 
KATIE ANN ROBINSON:  All right, I'd like to welcome Rolex Rankings No. 3, Suzann 
Pettersen, into the interview room.  I think it's fair to say you've had quite the season so 
far.  Earlier this month you captured your fifth Top 3 finish in seven events.  Your game is 
coming together quite nicely, but you've said the best is yet to come.  Talk about the state 
of your game and what we might expect from you the rest of the year. 
 
SUZANN PETTERSEN:  I have no complaints.  First of all, I'm healthy.  The game has 
been getting better and better each week, each month.  I felt like I came out a little bit 
slow, but then kind of kickstarted in China when I went to play the European event there.  
Felt like I played pretty good at the Kraft, which was kind of the first big highlight of the 
year.  And then once Kraft was over, I managed to actually keep the push to my ambition.  
It's easy once you've played the first Major to almost chill, relax, take a little break, but I 
just kind of kept playing.  Then I won in Hawaii and felt like I played pretty good and 
decent leading up to Rochester.  So that being over now, my eyes are obviously on next 
week, but with this week as good warmup tournament. 
 
KATIE ANN ROBINSON:  With a solid finish this week you could potentially regain the 
No. 2 position.  Has that thought crept up in the back of your mind that you could be close 
to getting No. 1? 
  
SUZANN PETTERSEN:  Not really.  I know if I play well and I win tournaments that would 
take care of that business.  If I were to knock Stacy down this week, I probably won't be 
too popular coming back here, I think.  But no, I mean, that's something I don't really think 
about.  Inbee is playing really good, so you can't really sit down and relax and kind of be 
happy with what you do.  You've just got to go out and grind and fight and keep playing. 
 
KATIE ANN ROBINSON:  It seems the Europeans have been playing really well this year.  
Solheim Cup, we have five more events for players to earn points for that.  You're kind of 
spearheading the European team so far.  Talk about the environment on tour right now 
and what it's like between the Americans and Europeans.  I'm sure it's getting pretty 
intense. 
 
SUZANN PETTERSEN:  Well, I mean, there's a little bit of words thrown back and forth 
from Americans to Europeans.  I still think both teams still have a long way to go.  I think 
there's a lot of potential players that can be in or out.  I think on each team you have 
probably a pretty solid four or five players, maybe six, and then the remaining six on each 
side, it could be -- well, I just think there's a lot of players for those spots.  Talking about 
the European, I think it's great to see all of us playing better and better.  If the Solheim 
was where it had been a year ago, I would have been a bit more scared we would have 
had a tough time beating the Americans, but it seems like everyone is starting to get their 
game in shape and looking forward to Denver, Colorado in August.  So I'd like to see, you 
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know, at Kraft we had a lot of great Top 10s.  I think we had four or five or six players in 
the Top 10.  And then at the LPGA Championship Beanie almost won.  So it's all about 
gaining confidence and get the belief that we can do it. 
 
KATIE ANN ROBINSON:  This will be your seventh Solheim Cup team.  How do you think 
the teams have measured up this year compared to last year? 
  
SUZANN PETTERSEN:  The team, our European team is going to be different this year.  
The last six that I have played it's been very predictable who is going to play.  When I first 
started, it's usually half the team was Swedes obviously with Annika as the feature player, 
if you want to say that, as the No. 1 in the world.  And she carried a lot of load for the rest 
of us and kind of was good to kind of keep pushing us.  Now it's changed quite a bit.  I 
think you'll see new players.  We'll have a lot of rookies.  But again, rookies, it all depends 
on how you define rookies.  If you look at our rookies, they've won several times on the 
European and the LPGA.  So it's I think just a new generation of players trying to really get 
on that team. 
 
KATIE ANN ROBINSON:  We'll take questions for Suzann. 
 
Q   Recently a fan gave you a painting.  Do you get a lot of things like that from 
fans, and what's your reaction? 
 
SUZANN PETTERSEN:  That's one of the nicest things that I have ever gotten.  I mean, it 
was a beautiful painting, actually looked like me as well.  Yeah, it happens that fans, they 
come up and they give you, could be anything from ball marks to really anything.  But it 
was a really nice painting.  It's hard to kind of thank him enough.  It was a very good job. 
 
KATIE ANN ROBINSON:  Where are you going to hang it? 
  
SUZANN PETTERSEN:  I'm actually going to put it up in my office,  
I think.  I'll put it on the front door so everyone knows who lives there.  
 
Q   Can you talk about this golf course.  Is this a good course for you? 
 
SUZANN PETTERSEN:  This is a very good golf course.  The Pro-Am players, the 
amateur players, if they ask how this course rates of the ones we play on tournament, I 
think this is a very, very good golf course.  I've only played the 18 holes today and it feels 
like the greens are a little bit softer.  The fairways are soft, but I've also heard they have 
had a lot of rain here over the last month or so.  So it's playing not as firm as it was last 
year, I think.  So I'm looking forward to going out there.  And like I said, it's going to be a 
good preparation for the U.S. Open next week, which is the reason why I love coming 
here and play. 
 
Q   Did you have a chance -- (Inaudible)  
 
SUZANN PETTERSEN:  From what I understand, they want to create more of a buzz 
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around that green.  You'll probably see someone hitting it a little bit closer than maybe it 
has been the previous years.  It's been a tough par 3 with the tee back, so I understand 
what they're trying to do.  You'll probably see a few new pin positions.  They might tuck a 
few pins, so tomorrow's pin position is one I've never seen before.  I think it's front left.  So 
I think it's going to be exciting for the crowds and hopefully we can put on a show.  And I 
don't know if we can beat Phoenix and in the Waste Management for the PGA Tour, but 
we can do a good job. 
 
Q   You said this is good preparation for the U.S. Open.  What do you like about it?  
 
SUZANN PETTERSEN:  I think you have to hit -- it's a target golf course.  You have to hit 
shots off the tees.  You can shape it.  I mean, you can shape it around here and you can 
really test your game, how it feels.  I like to play leading up to a Major instead of 
practicing.  I think that for me personally that sharpens my game a lot, just to get rounds 
under my belt, just keep plugging, putting a score together and just hitting numbers.  So 
this course is always in great shape.  The greens are rolling very pure, so it's very true to 
what the ball shows you. 
 
Q   Suzann, how hard do you think it is for Stacy to come to this course?  It's like 
her second home, this area.  How hard do you think it is for her to come?  I'm sure 
she wants to bring home the big trophy at the end. 
  
SUZANN PETTERSEN:  I mean, Stacy has become a phenomenal player and obviously 
she's a major favorite here in Arkansas.  I feel like she's in good control of her time 
management.  I think she's structured enough to know how to structure her day, to feel 
like she can prepare, get teed up to be in the competitive mode.  And like I said, I mean, 
she has every aspect of the game.  So obviously coming here playing in front of a 
somehow home crowd probably will only help her. 
 
Q   There was talk a few weeks ago, whenever it was with Tiger where a fan called, 
somebody called and said hey, the line or whatnot.  What's that like as a golfer out 
there knowing that, hey, there could be a fan that kind of sees you on TV and calls 
and says hey, you dropped it somewhere.  Is that something you have to pay 
attention to knowing that there are cameras on you and that a fan could kind of 
police what you do? 
 
SUZANN PETTERSEN:  You know, we're all out here.  We're all playing by the rules of 
golf.  I think the rules of golf are bigger than all of us together.  I think the game of golf is 
bigger than all of us together.  We're all trying to do our best to kind of play by the book.  I 
don't think anyone is really trying to do something wrong or take advantage of anything in 
either way.  And unfortunately, I mean, everyone is human.  We all do mistakes.  We see 
some groups, some players are more likely to be more on TV and, like I said, it happens 
that we do mistakes.  If that's the case, you probably get the right penalty for that.  But that 
being said, I don't think it's something we're worried about.  Like I said, the rules are there 
to help you if you use them in the right way.  But I'm not sure if it's the right thing if you can 
have spectators calling in penalties on players or creating misunderstandings.  I mean, 
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what happened with Tiger at Augusta, is that the right thing?  All he's doing is trying to do 
the right thing at the time, and it's up to the rules officials to kind of then judge if that's the 
right thing or not.  So I'm not a big fan of that.  It's the same if you play any other sports.  
You can play soccer, you have line referees, they call it if the ball is in or out.  You don't 
have spectators calling, oh, that was in.  In the replay we can see it's in.  You see it more 
of it in action sport, I think it's kind of part of the rules.  Like in tennis, you have the camera 
that you can kind of get three calls a match to see if the ball was on line, out or in.  I think 
it's just a part of the game. 
 
KATIE ANN ROBINSON:  All right.  Thanks so much for coming in. 
 
SUZANN PETTERSEN:  Perfect, thanks. 
 
KATIE ANN ROBINSON:  Good luck this week. 
 
SUZANN PETTERSEN:  Thank you.   
 
 


