
tee-scripts.com 
   

1 

INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:     
Wednesday, June 19, 2013 
 
INBEE PARK 
 
KATIE ANN ROBINSON:  All right.  I'd like to welcome our World No. 1 Inbee Park into 
the interview room today.  Thanks for joining us. 
 
INBEE PARK:  You're welcome. 
  
KATIE ANN ROBINSON:  First of all, congratulations on your win at Wegmans LPGA 
Tournament.  You've won two of the five Majors we have this season.  Just talk about that 
achievement and how were you able to celebrate last week during your off week?  
  
INBEE PARK:  Yeah, I mean, I was very lucky to actually have a week off after a Major 
tournament after a win.  I've been having -- I've been fortunate enough to have a bit of 
time off and really enjoy myself.  Last week I went to Na Yeon's house in Florida and I 
spent the time with her and practiced a little bit.  I mean, last day at the Wegmans I 
struggled a little bit with my ball striking, so I worked on that a little bit.  Just had a lot of 
fun and very relaxing.  Two weeks ago at the Wegmans was a very tough Sunday, and I 
was really exhausted after the round.  I feel very refreshed now coming here this week 
after a week of break, and I feel ready to go again. 
  
KATIE ANN ROBINSON:  You talked before about how well you've handled being No. 1 
with the requests and the recognition.  It can get overwhelming for some, but you really 
enjoy it.  Just talk about some of the things that you have gotten to do since being World 
No. 1.  And have the requests kind of piled up since your win earlier this month? 
 
INBEE PARK:  I usually didn't have to do any pre-press conferences or anything like that 
or interviews in between the rounds or interviews before the tournament.  I never really 
had to do any of that.  But every week it's really came to my schedule and I've got to do 
probably two, three interviews before the round.  And during the round I get to do more 
interviews and just a lot of press requests from Korea.  A lot of people really want to talk to 
me, so it's good.  I get to see -- I get to be more recognized and I get to enjoy more and I 
get more fans.  I get a lot more people cheering for me.  I think that's a big energy for me. 
  
KATIE ANN ROBINSON:  You've had some success here in the past.  Last year you tied 
for 4th, and then you had Top 10s in 2010 and 2008.  Talk about this course and how it 
suits your game and how you're feeling coming into this week. 
  
INBEE PARK:  I really like this golf course, especially the back nine.  I think you really 
have to think your way around to play this golf course and I've been very successful in this 
golf course and came really close to winning I think a couple years.  I feel very 
comfortable on this course.  It plays a little bit different than the last few years that we've 
played here.  It's a lot drier this year.  Hopefully we don't get any more rain.  We played 
this golf course really wet the last few years, and this course looks in great condition right 
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now and I really can't wait to play. 
  
KATIE ANN ROBINSON:  Next week will be a big week for you at the U.S. Women's 
Open.  You were the youngest to ever win the tournament when you were 19 years old in 
2008.  Everyone will be watching you to see if you can get a third victory at a Major this 
year.  Just talk about your mindset this week as you prepare for that. 
  
INBEE PARK:  Yeah, I think this week is a good preparation for next week.  And next 
week everybody look forward to that tournament, and that's the biggest tournament of the 
year.  I really look forward to playing in that too.  I think it's my third Major this year, you 
know, and I always love to play in Women's Open and USGA courses.  I think they did a 
great job of course setting, and I think it's just a lot of fun.  Even if I don't win, I think I'm 
really going to enjoy myself next week. 
  
KATIE ANN ROBINSON:  We'll take questions for Inbee. 
 
Q   Can you talk about your putts, did you teach yourself and how do you have such 
amazing speed control? 
  
INBEE PARK:  I never really had a putting coach.  When I was younger, my dad taught 
me putting a lot and after I turned pro I pretty much taught myself pretty much.  I didn't 
really get lessons for putting, no. 
 
Q   Inbee, how motivated and important was it for you to get to World No. 1, and is 
there any extra pressure do you feel now that you've kind of solidified that spot? 
  
INBEE PARK:  Yeah, I think in the No. 1 spot is a lot of pressure spot.  I feel more 
pressure than before, of course.  Yeah, after I took over No. 1 spot at Hawaii this year, I 
didn't know how long I was going to be up there and I didn't really think about being there 
for a long time, didn't really think about being there for a certain amount of time.  I just try 
to do my best every week.  I always thought that I was very fortunate to actually play for 
No. 1 every week and I think that's something very special and I think that's something 
that I really need to take positive.  No. 1 spot is a tough spot, but I've just got to try to 
enjoy it as much as I can. 
Q   The Solheim Cup is this year, which you cannot play in, but year after is the 
International Crown.  South Korea is really doing well right now.  How important is it 
to you, your teammates, the country, to play well in events like this and just really 
have your own little, I guess you can say tournaments within tournaments to get 
better, to make that team? 
  
INBEE PARK:  Yeah, I think everybody is really inspired by -- everybody is really 
motivated to play well to get into that International Crown, I think.  I mean, that's I think 
very good preparation for 2016 Olympics and I think that's probably one of my main goals 
for later years.  I think it's going to be very fun to play in that kind of tournament.  It's a 
different format, team play.  Everybody is really excited to play Solheim this year so I think 
it's going to be exactly the same for us in how we think about it and how we approach.  
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Everybody really plays to get into Solheim Cup and that's what we're going to do next 
year. 
 
Q   A little bit different, but your caddie, Brad Beecher, what do you kind of ask him 
to do or how does he help you out there on the course?  What does he say to you?  
What do you rely on him to do? 
 
INBEE PARK:  Pretty much everything.  He gives me the yardage and we discuss about 
how it's actually playing and he helps me with the putts also.  I think it's mostly he just 
makes me very comfortable, somebody to talk to on the course.  We just feel very 
comfortable with being together so, yeah. 
 
Q   With all the success you've had in the last year, is there a certain swing thought 
or certain something that changed in the last year specifically on the range or on 
the course with your swing that has led to your improvement? 
  
INBEE PARK:  Yeah, I changed a little bit of my follow-through two years ago.  I released 
my club a little bit early before, but two years ago I made a change that it goes a little bit 
later release, really changed a little bit of my follow-through.  And it changes pretty much 
every week what I work on and what I set for and what I think about on the course.  But 
mostly I really concentrate on my follow-through, how the swing path -- how the club path 
has got to go after the ball.  I think that's what I'm trying to be working on for a long time. 
 
Q   Before you were No. 1, Stacy was I think for 27 days or something like that.  How 
many times have you played with her this year and what kind of relationship do you 
have on and off the course with her.  Thanks. 
 
INBEE PARK:  I think I have played with Stacy I think quite often this year.  I'm not sure 
exactly how many times, but she's a great player.  I didn't really get to spend much time 
off the course with her, but on the course we really play with each other a lot.  I feel like 
I'm really close to her and feel like I really know her, know her game a lot too, playing a lot 
with her.  I think she has great ball striking.  She's a great ball striker.  She hits the ball 
much further than me.  I think she's a very good player.   
  
Q   Change gears a little bit.  I'm working on a story on Jiyai Shin.  Have you had a 
chance to play with her this year? 
  
INBEE PARK:  This year I'm not sure.  No, I don't think I played with her. 
 
Q   She's kind of having a bounce-back season from last year.  
 
INBEE PARK:  Yes. 
 
Q   Could you talk about her game a little bit and what the strengths of her game 
are?  
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INBEE PARK:  Well, strengths of her game is accuracy.  She hits it very straight and 
she's a very good putter.  I mean, she definitely has a lot of potential to be on top of the 
Tour, and she is one of the top players out here.  I mean, her strength is definitely 
accuracy.  She doesn't miss many fairways, she doesn't miss many greens. 
 
Q   Inbee, Mark Warren from The Wall Street Journal.  Do you have any 
superstitions you do for luck?  Is there anything you do, either carry in your bag or 
do you have anything you do that's just kind of a lucky charm? 
  
INBEE PARK:  I'm not too superstitious, but I think it's just one thing that I don't use is No. 
4 on the ball.  I just don't play with No. 4 on the tournament. 
  
KATIE ANN ROBINSON:  Like you mentioned before there's a couple changes to the 
course.  They've shortened the 17th hole and coined it now the Loudest Hole in Golf.  
Should make for some pretty exciting finishes this week.  What are your thoughts about 
that? 
  
INBEE PARK:  Number 17th hole has always been the loudest hole even before this year.  
Now they have shortened it and I think it became a lot more fun because a lot of people 
can really go for the pins, and I think they can really top the pins going in with like 9, 
8-irons.  So I think it's just going to be a lot more fun for the people watching, and I'm just 
very excited to see how it's going to be like on the first round. 
 
KATIE ANN ROBINSON:  Any more questions for Inbee? 
  
Q   I have a follow-up on.  When you were talking about Jiyai and her bounce back, 
what really has been the success for South Koreans because you have four South 
Koreans in the Top 20 in the world rankings.  What's the success? 
  
INBEE PARK:  You mean the reason for the success?  I think it's -- Na Yeon actually said 
this last week, but I really agree with her, saying that Se-Ri and other older generations of 
Koreans have done it before, that they could really win in a big tournaments out here and 
they could do it out on the LPGA Tour.  I think they really showed me that we also can do 
it.  And before Se-Ri or before Grace or before anybody came here, nobody would have 
thought that we could actually compete out here, but they really showed me that we could 
actually compete out here, and I think that's really inspired us to play good here. 
  
KATIE ANN ROBINSON:  All right.  Thanks so much for coming in and good luck this 
week. 
  
INBEE PARK:  Thank you.   
 


