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INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:     
Wednesday, June 19, 2013 
 
AI MIYAZATO 
 
KATIE ANN ROBINSON:  All right.  I'd like to welcome Ai Miyazato into the interview 
room today. 
  
AI MIYAZATO:  Thank you.  
 
KATIE ANN ROBINSON:  First off, Happy Birthday. 
 
AI MIYAZATO:  Thank you. 
 
KATIE ANN ROBINSON:  Any plans for this evening? 
 
AI MIYAZATO:  Not really.  Might go to good restaurant tonight and have a good dinner 
maybe. 
 
KATIE ANN ROBINSON:  We have a big fan of yours in our audience today.  She'd like to 
give you something for your birthday.  
 
AI MIYAZATO:  Oh, really?  Thank you.  It's so sweet, thank you, thank you.  I like this. 
 
KATIE ANN ROBINSON:  All right.  Last year ended in pretty dramatic fashion with you 
sinking a birdie putt on the final hole to take the win.  
 
AI MIYAZATO:  Yeah. 
 
KATIE ANN ROBINSON:  It was your second victory last year, your ninth career victory.  
Just talk about memories from last year and how excited you are to be back.  
 
AI MIYAZATO:  I know, it was so exciting moment.  I had a great time over here.  This is 
one of my favorite tournaments and it's always a nice feeling to play in this tournament, 
but last year was very special.  I always wanted to be a champion of this tournament.  I 
was getting close last few years, but then I couldn't reach to the top.  But then last year I 
did it, so it was really exciting moment. 
 
KATIE ANN ROBINSON:  Talk about coming back as the defending champion.  Do you 
kind of thrive in this kind of situation, do you feel pressure?  What's your mindset coming 
into this week? 
 
AI MIYAZATO:  No, I don't feel any pressure at all, you know.  Like I said, this is my 
favorite tournament so I enjoy staying here.  The people are really nice over here and the 
tournament is very organized every year.  Seems like the golf course is in good shape, 
and it's such a beautiful week this week.  So definitely going to enjoy it. 
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KATIE ANN ROBINSON:  There are a couple changes to the course this year, I'm sure 
you've seen the 17th hole? 
 
AI MIYAZATO:  Yes. 
 
KATIE ANN ROBINSON:  And the big grandstands.  It's coined as the Loudest Hole in 
Golf this week, so it should add some excitement. 
  
AI MIYAZATO:  Yeah. 
 
KATIE ANN ROBINSON:  So talk about that and the conditions on the course.  
 
AI MIYAZATO:  The greens are in good shape, very smooth.  And like you said about 17, 
it's usually playing really long on Sunday.  We have a back pin on the right side which is 
like playing about 200 yards, and I was hitting my 7-wood last year, but then this year is 
going to be a little different because if they have the pin in the front, then you can hit like 
7-iron also.  So there's many birdie opportunity this year.  So that's the big difference, 
because usually 16 and 17 is really tough hole.  So you have to play really well on these 
two.  Then there's a birdie chance, birdie opportunity on 18 which is a great finishing hole.  
But 17, 18, there's a birdie chance opportunity this year.  So it's going to be maybe drama, 
a little bit of drama this year. 
 
KATIE ANN ROBINSON:  All right.  We'll take some questions. 
 
Q   Has your approach changed?  When you're playing a tournament that's three 
days versus four days, how does your approach change?  Does it change at all? 
 
AI MIYAZATO:  Well, I would say maybe a little bit more aggressive, especially on the first 
day.  The first day is really important day because you have to play well.  And if you have 
a low score, then you have a chance to win because it's so hard to play really, so hard to 
shoot low score in three days.  It feels a little more different.  But like I said, trying to make 
a little bit more birdies and if I have a good start on the first day, then I feel like I can focus 
more.  The first day is key because scoring low would give me an opportunity to win the 
tournament, and scoring low on the first day will make me play more aggressive the next 
two days. So the scoring, how I play on the first day is very important because that would 
put me in contention and that would also lead me to be more aggressive the next couple 
days.   
  
Q   Is there a memorable golf moment that's happened on your birthday?  Have you 
won a tournament on your birthday or shot a real low round? 
 
AI MIYAZATO:  Yes, about three years ago, 2010, my birthday week was ShopRite 
Tournament, which is a little different this year, but I won that week and I became No. 1 in 
the world in my birthday week.  That was a very special moment, and I always remember 
when I have a birthday week. 
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KATIE ANN ROBINSON:  Yesterday you had the opportunity to take part in a big 
donation? 
 
AI MIYAZATO:  Yes. 
 
KATIE ANN ROBINSON:  $500,000 donation to Dress for Success from the Walmart 
Foundation.  This tournament has a lot of great charity aspects to it.  How nice is it to be 
able to take part in events like that this week? 
 
AI MIYAZATO:  You know, that is very inspiring for me, you know.  I was really happy to 
be part of the commercial yesterday.  And because I won last year I have a chance, the 
opportunity to get to know about this tournament more and more, which is really exciting 
moment for me.  Like yesterday it was a great experience at the press conference and I 
thought that was just a wonderful thing for women because every woman deserves the 
opportunity -- I think it's important for all women to have the opportunity to be successful.  
It's very inspiring to know that women have more opportunity to be successful. 
  
Q   Jiyai Shin and the kind of season that she's having, have you had a chance to 
play with her this year? 
 
AI MIYAZATO:  Jiyai Shin? 
  
Q   Yes.   
 
AI MIYAZATO:  No, I didn't play with her this year, but I played with her many times last 
few years. 
 
Q   She's having kind of a rebound type year.  She's having a good season.  Could 
you talk about her game a little bit and what parts of her game are her strongest? 
 
AI MIYAZATO:  Well, she's a really solid player.  She doesn't have many mistake.  Her 
driver is really consistent and her irons and her shots -- her game, everything is really 
consistent, but I think her putting is really important.  She can putt under the pressure no 
matter what the situation is.  So I think that makes her game.  She's also a really smiling 
person.  Even on the outside of the golf course, she's always smiling and really nice 
person to other people.  So it's a always fun to be with her. 
 
KATIE ANN ROBINSON:  You had two Top 10 finishes this year, a runner-up at the RR 
Donnelley Founders Cup.  Past three tournaments you've finished in the Top 20.  How are 
you feeling about your game this week and just what have you been working on? 
 
AI MIYAZATO:  I've been having a good season so far.  My game is pretty consistent this 
year.  Unfortunately it didn't make coming together yet, but I feel good with my game so 
far and I played well last tournament weekend.  I had 6-under on Sunday and I was good 
finish in the Major tournament.  So I pretty much feel good with my game.  And this week 
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is really special because, like I said, it's my birthday week and I'm defending champion.  
So I can feel it, it's going to be a good week. 
 
KATIE ANN ROBINSON:  Any more questions for Ai? 
 
Q   Have you played the course where the U.S. Open is going to be played next 
week? 
 
AI MIYAZATO:  Yes, I have. 
 
Q   What are your thoughts on that course? 
 
AI MIYAZATO:  It was beautiful.  I went there three days and had the practice rounds, but 
every day was different.  The wind was different and the greens are kind of different too.  
Some days played really long and some days wasn't.  So it just depended on the day, but 
the golf course was just a beautiful place and I'm looking forward to playing next week. 
 
KATIE ANN ROBINSON:  Do you feel like you approach this week differently knowing 
that there's another Major next weekend? 
 
AI MIYAZATO:  No, you know what, I don't think any like change things in my mind.  It's 
just I'm taking one tournament at a time.  So this week is just week and next week is just 
next week.  I just do my best every week and see what's going to happen. 
 
KATIE ANN ROBINSON:  All right.  Thanks for joining us today.  Good luck this week. 
  
AI MIYAZATO:  Thank you.   
 
 
 


