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INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:   STACY LEWIS  
Thursday, June 20, 2013 
 
 
 
KATIE ANN ROBINSON:  All right.  The person on my left hardly needs an introduction, 
but it's my pleasure to introduce Rolex Rankings No. 2 and University of Arkansas alum, 
Stacy Lewis.  Thanks for coming in today.  I know you've had a lot on your plate this week, 
so just talk about some of the things that you've gotten to do being back in Arkansas. 
  
STACY LEWIS:  Yeah, it's nice being back.  I don't get to come back as many times as I 
would like anymore just because I've been so busy, but really this week hasn't been that 
busy compared to everything else I've been doing this year.  This week actually feels 
pretty easy.  So I don't know if I'm just getting more comfortable with everything, but it's 
nice to be back on a golf course I'm comfortable on and have a lot of good friends here.  
So it's a relaxing week. 
  
KATIE ANN ROBINSON:  Talk about the KPMG event that you were doing this week. 
  
STACY LEWIS:  Yeah, it's the second year of the tournament, the KPMG Stacy Lewis 
Junior Open.  We had a lot of things this year and they're actually finishing up today.  I'm 
going to go out after I finish this.  So I hosted a barbecue for the kids last night and we did 
a little Q&A and they had some pretty good questions.  The parents asked questions, the 
kids got into it towards the end.  They kind of started asking, what do you think about belly 
putters  what do you think about lining people up?  What do you think about slow play?  
So we had some fun there.  But it's cool to be able to give back and the kids really seem 
to enjoy having me out there. 
  
KATIE ANN ROBINSON:  What's it like being back in Arkansas and getting to play an 
LPGA event in front of like a hometown crowd? 
 
STACY LEWIS:  It is a hometown crowd.  It's not like hometown.  It is hometown for me.  
It really feels like home.  And I've said it before, nobody else on tour has this.  I mean, I 
don't think we have any other stop where you get so many people just pulling for one 
person, and it's really cool for me.  I know all the players kind of joke about it that they 
always know where I am on the golf course and they always know when I get to 17 and 
18.  So it's just a really cool week to show off Arkansas to the world.  And, the players, 
everybody else, they love coming here.  So it's a good week for everybody. 
  
KATIE ANN ROBINSON:  Talk about the 17th hole.  I know in years past you have led 
the Calling of the Hogs.  Will that be happening again this year? 
 
STACY LEWIS:  Yeah, I've actually been telling them I think for about three or four years 
now that they need to move the tee up there.  So they finally listened to me and it's going 
to be cool.  We're going to see a lot more birdies.  We're hitting probably 9-irons to 7-irons 
into the green.  So you'll definitely see a lot more birdies, it will be a lot more fun.  They 
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sent out a note to all the players to have things to throw out into the crowd, kind of have 
fun with it.  We want to make the hole loud.  I know the tournament staff is a little worried 
that they've sold too many tickets and it could get too rowdy, so it should be fun. 
 
KATIE ANN ROBINSON:  Will you be tossing anything out? 
  
STACY LEWIS:  I do have some ideas in my head.  I can't give away my secrets yet 
though. 
 
KATIE ANN ROBINSON:  We'll take questions for Stacy. 
 
Q   How is the pressure of being No. 1 affecting you this year?  I know you've had a 
busy schedule and it's been hectic more or less being No. 1.  How have you dealt 
with that? 
  
STACY LEWIS:  I feel like I've dealt with it fairly good.  There's definitely I think more than 
anything it's more demands, more people wanting your time, more extra things to do.  I've 
done a good job though of making golf the priority.  My practices, when it comes to 
starting a day, my number one to start every day is when am I going to get my practice in.  
Then if I have time for everything else, I do it.  So I feel like I've done a pretty good job of 
that.  The hardest part is you go to a tournament, everybody expects you to win every 
week.  They expect you to play well and that's -- in golf you don't do that every single 
week.  So you've really just got to realize, I'm not going to play perfect.  When you do get 
hot and have those weeks, you've got to take advantage of it. 
 
Q   Stacy, Inbee having the kind of season she's had, what is that like for you and 
your mindset just trying to focus on your game and not worrying about what she's 
doing?  Has that been a difficult thing to keep your focus on? 
  
STACY LEWIS:  Yeah, you're definitely watching what she's doing because she's doing 
something special.  Inbee has played great this year and it's a little frustrating because I 
feel like I've played really well but it's gotten overshadowed by what she's done.  All you 
can do is take care of yourself, and then whatever happens from that happens.  You 
know, golf you play in cycles.  You play good for a few weeks and you play bad for a few 
weeks, play good for a few weeks.  That's just the way it works.  So I'm just trying to get 
back on that upswing at the right time. 
Q   Stacy, does your approach change when you're playing a three-day event 
versus a four-day event? 
 
 
STACY LEWIS:  Not really.  I mean, definitely a three-day event you can't have a poor 
round.  You've got to get off to a hot start.  You've got to -- you just can't shoot yourself out 
of it one day.  A four-day event, you've got some more time to make up for a bad round, 
but three days you've got to be on.  And this golf course you've just got to stay patient on.  
You can make birdies, but you can also make some big numbers, so it's staying patient 
this week. 
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Q   Stacy, two questions for you.  First of all, is this like another Major for you?  Do 
you put extra pressure on yourself when you come to Arkansas to try to win?  And 
then what was it like to play with Gabby and what advice did you give to her? 
  
STACY LEWIS:  Yeah, for me this tournament, it's right behind a Major Championship.  
It's my biggest event that I want to win beside a Major, and I think the last few years I've 
definitely put a lot of pressure on myself that I wanted -- really, really wanted to play well.  
And I've learned from becoming No. 1 and over these last few months that you can't play 
that way.  You've got to just go over there and take care of every shot and you can't 
control what anyone else is doing.  So I feel like I have less pressure on myself.  I'm 
putting less pressure on myself this year.  And then today in the Pro-Am playing with 
Gabby, you know, we played nine holes on Tuesday too.  That was actually the first time 
we played together.  I'd seen her play in a college tournament, but I'd never played with 
her.  She's going to be a good player.  She's very solid.  She's young.  So we were on the 
course just kind of talking about course management, just kind of showing her where the 
pins were going to be and what holes to kind of go at, what holes not to go at.  It was just 
a little bit of strategy out there.  You could tell she was a little nervous at the beginning, but 
by the end she loosened up and had a little bit of fun. 
 
Q   Stacy, I'm from The First Tee of Portsmouth, and I know that I have 
superstitions.  Do you have any superstitions or rituals before you play? 
 
STACY LEWIS:  You know, I'm not too -- I don't really have a lot of things.  I guess the 
only thing I really do is I mark my ball with a quarter.  Doesn't matter what quarter it is, but 
it's just a quarter.  But beside that I try not to get into any rituals because something 
always seems to throw it off.  So I can't be too relying on that. 
 
Q   I'm also at The First Tee of Portsmouth, and I'm getting to the age where I need 
to pick a college.  So I was just wondering why you chose the University of 
Arkansas? 
  
STACY LEWIS:  I was recruited by three schools and I went on visits to Arkansas, 
Kansas State, and Louisville.  And my first thought was I want to go to a school where I'm 
going to play on the team.  I don't want to go there and be sitting at home every week 
while everybody else is playing.  So I wanted to go where I could play.  And then I came to 
visit Arkansas and I just fell in love with it.  I love the small town feel.  I love how 
supportive the community was of the university, and I just told my parents on the way 
home that it felt right and that's where I needed to go.  So I don't know.  It wasn't really 
one thing.  It just kind of all came together for me. 
 
Q   Stacy, you mentioned that there's no other player that kind of goes through what 
you go through in this tournament.  What is it about Arkansas that's different?  And 
also is it any more difficult for you knowing you're kind of representing a state both 
professionally and personally every day of your life I guess? 
  



tee-scripts.com 
   

4 

STACY LEWIS:  I do.  I feel like everywhere I go there's Arkansas fans.  I mean, we were 
in Australia this year and there was a guy walking around with an Arkansas shirt on.  So I 
do feel like I'm carrying that torch around.  I actually practiced with Jeff Long this morning.  
We were talking about it, and he made a good point.  You know, if you live in Florida, you 
have some people that are Gators, some people are Dolphins fans.  They have different 
teams.  Everybody seems to have a different team.  But when you're in Arkansas, you ask 
somebody who their favorite team is, they say the Razorbacks.  And I think that's what 
makes this place different.  There's one school, there's one team that everybody here 
cheers for, and I think that's what you see out on the golf course. 
 
Q   Stacy, we're going to ask you two things.  After the LPGA Championship you 
said you felt like you played pretty well, just hadn't been able to score well.  I 
wonder if you feel like your game is really coming around at the right time.  And 
then second, how have you learned to manage the emotions better for the bigger 
events, especially when you have sort of almost an extra Major with this event?  
How have you learned to handle those emotions and channel them the right way? 
  
STACY LEWIS:  I do feel like my game is coming around.  I played really good the final 
round in Rochester, and I've had my coach in town all week.  We're just sharpening things 
up.  I really, I don't want to early call anything, but I really feel like I'm moving on the right 
track.  We have a lot of big events coming up, but I feel like we're definitely moving the 
right way.  The golf swing is feeling a lot more comfortable.  Now it's just making a few 
putts here and there.  And then the second part, managing emotions, yeah, that's probably 
my nemesis.  It's something that is very hard for me.  I actually took something from 
watching Justin Rose win the U.S. Open was, when he made a birdie, he was happy but 
he didn't get overly excited about it.  When he made bogey, he had probably the same 
reaction.  So that's how you win major championships, that's how you win big tournaments 
is keeping those emotions steady whether it's good or bad.  And that's, you know, looking 
to the Open next week, that's my biggest goal for next week is how level can I stay. 
 
Q   Stacy, you talked about the 17th hole.  There also have been some other 
adjustments on the course.  How do you think you've acclimated to the new 
adjustments so far? 
  
STACY LEWIS:  I mean, the course looks great to me.  I don't really know of any other 
holes that were adjusted.  They like to move tees around here quite a bit.  Move some of 
those par 5s up to make them reachable certain days.  So I don't know, I feel like I've 
played so many rounds here that I know this place.  No matter what they do with a tee box 
or a green, I feel like I know it. 
 
Q   (Indaudible) -- changing putters, and is it fair to say this maybe is the best 
you've been putting coming into this tournament? 
  
STACY LEWIS:  Oh, for sure, over the last year is definitely the best I've putted.  Putting 
is so much confidence though, that's all it really is.  And when you play well and when you 
win, you're putting good.  You're seeing the ball go in the hole.  That's what putting is.  So 
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I don't know, it was fun, we were out in Denver last weekend playing some alternate shots 
and everybody wanted me to read their putts for them.  We had some fun with that, and 
they were all asking me questions about putting.  So I don't know, I guess I don't always 
consider myself the best putter but I guess everybody else does. 
 
Q   Stacy, change the subject a little bit.  I know you've played with Lydia Ko some.  
I just want to get your thoughts and impressions of what she's doing at such a 
young age.  
 
STACY LEWIS:  Lydia Ko is so impressive.  I played with her the final day when she won 
in Canada last year, and that back nine she played was world class.  It was the best back 
nine of a big tournament like that I've ever seen.  And to be only 15 years old, I mean, 
that's even more impressive.  So she's a great player right now and I'm interested to kind 
of see what happens for her over the next few years, whether she decides to turn pro or 
not, kind of see what happens.  But I hope for her sake that she can be a kid for the next 
few years and then maybe come do this later. 
  
KATIE ANN ROBINSON:  You mentioned you were able to go up to Denver to practice 
on the Solheim Cup course? 
 
STACY LEWIS:  Yes. 
  
KATIE ANN ROBINSON:  Talk about Solheim Cup.  Suzann was in here earlier talking 
about how the teams are starting to come together. 
  
STACY LEWIS:  Yes. 
  
KATIE ANN ROBINSON:  Talk about the Americans and how the American team is 
coming together. 
 
STACY LEWIS:  You know, I'm really excited about the team we have coming together.  
We have some young talent that I will be interested to see what they do on the big stage 
like that, but I think Lexi, Jessica Korda and Lizette Salas are all going to end up being on 
the team.  And then Morgan played great at Wegmans.  I expected Morgan to play well.  I 
said at the beginning of the year, I said, Morgan will figure it out and she will be on that 
team because she loves the Solheim Cup more than any other event.  So we have such a 
team that's so motivated.  We were devastated by the loss in Ireland, so it's going to be 
awesome.  Colorado is going to be awesome.  They're ready for us to come.  So we're 
only a few weeks away.  So I know Laura Diaz is counting down.  I think we're at 52 or 53 
days, something like that. 
 
Q   Another Solheim question.  Juli Inkster said one of the advantages she had is 
she played college golf.  She played on a team, sort of that feeling, even though it's 
so individual of rooting for somebody else and sort of understanding that.  Do you 
think that sort of gave you an advantage also because that's actually becoming a 
little more rare, the college players.  We're going to have a lot of U.S. players who 
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have never really played on a team and you did for four years? 
  
STACY LEWIS:  Yeah, I mean I think it's a huge advantage to have played on a team or 
some sort of team format.  You know, Lizette Salas said she's never played like some 
alternate shot or anything, but she played college golf for USC.  So just having the 
experience of being around the other girls and seeing how a team works and how you can 
support your teammates even when you're not playing.  There's a lot of things, you know, 
Meg has kind of talked to me about it.  She said you're coming there as a top player, but 
don't feel like you have to be that person.  You have 11 other people that will help you.  
And you can do a lot of other things to help your teammates other than playing good golf.  
So I don't know, I definitely think the team stuff helps, but Jessica Korda played a Junior 
Solheim, Lexi's played Junior Solheim, Junior Ryder Cup, all that kind of stuff.  So they 
have so much experience at being about in those big events, I don't think it's a really a 
factor.  
  
KATIE ANN ROBINSON:  All right.  Thanks so much for coming in.  Good luck this week. 
  
STACY LEWIS:  All right.  Thank you.   
 
 
 


