
tee-scripts.com 
   

1 

INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:   LYDIA KO  
Wednesday, June 19, 2013 
 
 
KATIE ANN ROBINSON:  All right.  I'd like to welcome our top ranked amateur in the 
world, Lydia Ko, into the interview room.  Welcome. 
 
LYDIA KO:  Thank you. 
  
KATIE ANN ROBINSON:  Fourteen consecutive made cuts in professional events, four 
wins.  Just talk about those achievements and what that means to you to have seen so 
much success earlier in your career. 
  
LYDIA KO:  I guess it boosts up my confidence that I haven't missed a cut yet.  So, yeah, 
I've been close to missing the cut and then grinding it out to next day.  Yeah, it's really 
good and I kind of try and restart after every tournament.  So, yeah, it's really good to be 
up here. 
 
KATIE ANN ROBINSON:  Tell us what all has changed in your life on and off the course 
since making your professional golf debut. 
  
LYDIA KO:  I think I've definitely been more known through public and through media.  
You know, I walk around in the street sometimes in New Zealand and people recognize 
me.  So it's quite cool to kind of get that celebrity look.  
  
KATIE ANN ROBINSON:  Talk about some of the relationships you've built with the 
players out here.  You came here and some of them just kind of looked at you as a little 
15-year-old and now they see you as one of them.  Just talk about some of the 
relationships that you have built. 
  
LYDIA KO:  You know, getting to play with different players, I guess it starts as just 
knowing people or just saying hello and then conversations make people closer and I think 
that's been happening.  And, yeah, I hang around with Danielle Kang quite a lot and I 
played with her in a Hawaii and that was a lot of fun.  Everybody out here has been pretty 
nice, actually really nice. 
  
KATIE ANN ROBINSON:  This is your first time in Arkansas.  You got to play earlier this 
week, I'm sure.  So talk about the course and how you're thinking it suits your game. 
 
LYDIA KO:  Yeah, to me, Wegmans at Locust Hill there was really narrow fairways, but 
out here it's quite wide or wider compared to that.  And it's going to be quite hot, so my 
main goal is actually to keep cool and have my wet towel with me and, yeah, or I'm going 
to probably boil by the looks of how hot it's going to get.   
 
KATIE ANN ROBINSON:  All right, we'll take questions for Lydia. 
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Q   You mentioned your celebrity status, getting a little bit bigger.  With the success 
you've had, more attention, has it been easy to stay grounded and how do you stay 
grounded? 
  
LYDIA KO:  It's not like I'm really a big celebrity or anything, but I guess more around 
home, more around where I live I guess I get more known.  And to me it's kind of 
awkward.  I don't know how to deal with it.  But I try and be normal and I don't think 
personally I've changed from a year ago to now.  Occasionally people start staring at me 
and I'm like, why are they staring at me?  I think I know why, but, yeah, I try and be 
normal.  Just because I've been getting more attention, I don't want to be a totally different 
person to who I am. 
 
Q   Being such a young person out here, do you ever seek advice from any of the 
other players who came up through the ranks as young golfers like Jessica Korda 
or Morgan Pressel or any of those?  Do you ever talk to them or get any advice 
about basic challenges, how did you handle this challenge? 
  
LYDIA KO:  Yeah, I do ask some questions when I'm around.  When you play 18 holes, 
it's four and a half hours with the two other players you're with.  Yeah, during that time I 
ask a lot of questions, and also I ask a few questions to some pros back in New Zealand.  
One of the biggest pros apart from Michael Campbell, we have Michael Hendry, which 
he's coached by Craig Dixon, who is from Institute of Golf and that's where I am.  Yeah, I 
always get nervous, doesn't matter how big the tournament is.  So I said is being nervous 
good or is it bad or should I be getting it or not?  So lots of questions.  Because I'm an 
amateur, it's kind of that learning phase at the moment.  So, yeah, it's been a really good 
learning experience. 
 
Q   Can you talk about your relationship with Inbee Park.  Obviously she's the No. 1 
in the world and you're No. 1 amateur, but the relationship you have with her and 
being kind of back on the course with her this weekend? 
  
LYDIA KO:  I don't really talk to her much.  Yeah, I just say hello when I see here, but I 
haven't really -- I've never played with her before.  So I think when I play with somebody, 
that's when I get to know that person better.  But because I haven't had that opportunity 
yet it's quite hard to get to know her and talk a lot. 
 
Q   There's at least that respect that you have for her? 
  
LYDIA KO:  Yeah, yeah, she's definitely shown her talent out here, won pretty much all 
the Majors apart from the British Open.  Yeah, she's pretty incredible and I think I've got a 
lot of things to learn from her. 
 
Q   And then lastly, is there any added pressure being the No. 1 amateur right now 
at all? 
  
LYDIA KO:  I think so, there's a little bit.  But I think that pressure is created from myself.  
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If I didn't think about it, obviously there wouldn't be any pressure.  But, yeah, pressure is 
kind of building as, you know, if I'm playing better people go oh, I think she should.  If I 
shoot over par, they think it's the end of the world.  And I've got so many more rounds to 
go in my life.  So, yeah, I know I've got lots of time and many years and I'm still an 
amateur, so I can take it slower and learn from my mistakes is all. 
 
Q   Coming into Arkansas, I'm wondering whether you have a target age where 
you're thinking about turning professional and also what college plans, if any, do 
you have? 
  
LYDIA KO:  I was wondering why that question didn't come up.  You know, I don't know.  
My parents don't think -- yeah, we haven't really thought about it.  I'm not going to turn pro 
tomorrow, that's for sure.  But I don't know and I haven't talked about it seriously as my 
family and my coaching staff around.  So I can't really say what age.  And college, I want 
to go, but because I can't talk to the college coaches yet, we're trying to see what the best 
option is.  And golf is my No. 1 priority, so when I do turn pro, I might do it at the same 
time, I might do it later.  I don't know.  Nothing is for sure in those two areas. 
  
KATIE ANN ROBINSON:  Thanks so much for coming in.  Good luck this week. 
  
LYDIA KO:  Thank you.   
 
 
 


