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INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  KENNY PERRY 
Sunday, June 30, 2013 
 
 
DAVE SENKO:  Well, Kenny, congratulations.  Just a couple notes here before we 
get started.  This is your first major title on this Tour, the third win of your career, you 
now take over the lead in the Charles Schwab Cup standings and earn a check for 
$405,000, you're exempt through 2018 at the Mitsubishi Electric Championship in 
Hawaii.    
 
KENNY PERRY:  Hualalai, it's a great place to hang out. 
 
DAVE SENKO:  And lastly, you get a berth in next year's PLAYERS Championship 
at --  
 
KENNY PERRY:  Jacksonville.  
 
DAVE SENKO:  -- TPC. 
 
KENNY PERRY:  Look forward to it. 
 
DAVE SENKO:  With that, maybe just share your thoughts on the win today.  Final 
three rounds 63-63-64, bogey-free the last two days, but just get us started, talk about 
this win. 
 
KENNY PERRY:  Well, you know as I spoke in here yesterday, I knew it was going to 
take a great score to win again today, I said it was going to be low.  The greens were 
very receptive and we're all trying to stop the ball from spinning out there, which is 
kind of difficult when you're trying to -- I was taking a lot more club and hitting it easy 
to try to get the spin off the golf ball.   
 
My goal, my word for the day was patience.  I faltered -- I had a great chance to win 
the Senior PGA about a month ago and I blew that one coming in.  I just couldn't 
seem to get over the hump of winning a major when "major" was attached to it.  My 
word today was patience and I just said, you know what, we're going to go out and 
going to just focus on the shot at hand, I'm not going to look ahead, I'm not going to 
look behind, I'm just going to play golf and let the chips fall where they may, and I hit 
it beautifully.   
 
Coming down the home stretch I should have birdied 14, 15.  I birdied 15.  13 and 14, 
I hit it close and missed it, then I hit a leaner on -- I'm sorry, on 16, and then I hit it two 
foot on 17 and to have a two-shot lead going into the last hole, the rain helped me on 
that hole because I knew they were struggling to get to the green.  They both knocked 
it on but it was like maxed-out 3-woods and you had to hit a perfect shot to get it near 
that hole.  Eagle was in play but not as it was in the past like last year.  So I knew all I 
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had to do was make par on the last hole and I was probably going to win the 
championship.  Great feeling knowing coming to the last hole all you've got to do is 
make a par to win.  A par 5 you can get on in two. 
 
DAVE SENKO:  Do you want to go through your birdies real quick, No. 2. 
 
KENNY PERRY:  2, I hit driver and 6-iron to about eight feet past the hole, 10 feet, 
had a great shot at making eagle and didn't make it.   
 
4, I hit a driver and 5-iron to six feet, beautiful 5-iron in there.  That's probably one of 
the toughest holes on this course.   
 
Then 7, I hit a driver that didn't quite get on the green, it was in the hay just short but 
it was only like a foot from getting on the green and I chipped it up to about three feet 
and was able to make birdie there.   
 
And then 11, the par 3, I hit a 9-iron probably 20 feet.  I made a great putt.  I actually 
hit it too hard and it hit the back of the cup and went right in, so that was a huge 
bonus right there. 
 
And then the two birdies on 15 and 16, I hit -- or 16 and 17, I hit driver, pitching 
wedge, hung it on the lip, and I hit a 6-iron to about two feet on 17.  I made 
hole-in-one on that pin the year before, the front pin with the same golf club, the same 
iron, I had the same iron I used last year.  That's a pretty good hole for me. 
 
DAVE SENKO:  Did you say you missed putts on 13, short putts on 13 and 14 for 
birdie?  
 
KENNY PERRY:  Yeah, I hit it to within six feet of the hole on both of those and had 
left-edge -- both left-edge putts and I guess I got them just a smidge outside the hole 
and they didn't come back in, so I really had opportunities to really put some heat on 
them. 
 
DAVE SENKO:  Questions? 
 
Q.  Congratulations, Kenny.  I'm guessing this is the best you've ever played on 
this Tour, or have you played better on this Tour? 
 
KENNY PERRY:  Well, best three rounds I put together by far, yes, 63-63-64, 
opening it up with a 71, I shot 1-over and yeah, I didn't make a bogey on the 
weekend.  When you don't make a bogey in a major on the weekend, you're striking 
it.  I drove it beautifully this week, I just kept hitting the fairways with my driver.  That 
set up this golf course for me.  I think I hit every fairway today and that really took a 
lot of pressure off of me with my iron game, trying to judge the rough and everything, 
so I was always ball in hand, so I was able to get my hands on it, clean it, give me a 
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good lie and was able to control the golf ball going into the greens. 
 
Q.  You must have known at some point you were going to win one of these 
majors out on this Tour?  
 
KENNY PERRY:  Actually, no, I thought it was the other way around.  I thought I was 
snakebit.  I mean, I'd gotten close so many times and I just seemed to mess up down 
the home stretch and not make it happen, where actually today I went the other 
direction.  I hit great golf shots and it wasn't like I was trying to hang on even though I 
was right there in the lead.  I was trying to make birdies and I guess that was a 
different mindset from before where instead of trying to make pars, I was trying to 
make birdies.  And this golf course allowed us to do it with ball in hand, wet fairways, 
wet greens, it just set up for a classic shootout.  
 
Q.  Kenny, was 11 an example where you took an extra club and took 
something off it to control the spin --  
 
KENNY PERRY:  Correct. 
 
Q.  -- after you saw the other guys' spin?   
 
KENNY PERRY:  Exactly, exactly it was tough out there, Duffy had a couple that just 
spun right off the green into some bad shots spots.   
 
I was hitting golf shots I wasn't really comfortable with, to tell you the truth.  110-yard 
pitching wedges, normally that's my stock 56-degree sand wedge, so I was choking 
and just three-quarter swinging it and it was turning out perfect, they were all going 
about 112 or 13 yards with not much spin.  They were coming in kind of dead handed 
and stuff.  It worked out great but it was a shot I wasn't really comfortable with.  
 
Q.  What did you hit in on 16? 
 
KENNY PERRY:  I had 125, I had a perfect pitching wedge.  That was just a stock, I 
hit my pitching wedge 128 to 30 yards, I knew it was going to fly past the hole, I knew 
it was going to spin back.  Where it was going to end up, I didn't know, and it ended 
up on the lip of the hole so that was sweet to be able to walk up there and just tap it 
in. 
 
Q.  Kenny, was your mindset today different than it had been in regular majors 
or just in the senior majors? 
 
KENNY PERRY:  I had more patience today.  Like I said, my word was patience.  I 
wasn't going to put any pressure on myself to win the golf tournament because I had 
so much heartache and so many losses, you know, from the regular Tour I lost the 
Masters and the PGA Championship in a playoff and just, you know what, I was just 
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thinking, you know what, I'm tired of worrying about it, I really was.   
 
I remember Phil's quote on all his U.S. Open 2nd places is, "All I feel is heartbreak," 
and I said, "I feel your pain, Phil."  I relaxed.  I was actually more relaxed after today 
and very comfortable, so I think that's why I was able to execute birdies on the last 
few holes. 
 
Q.  Just follow-up, how tough was it coming back from the Bellerive situation? 
 
KENNY PERRY:  Well, it wasn't as tough as my two losses on the regular Tour, but it 
was tough.  Bellerive was set up perfect for me, a big golf course, very similar to here, 
wide fairways.  I was driving it beautifully and I was hitting my irons nice, and I just fell 
apart there at the end.  I lost my rhythm and next thing you know I was hitting it to the 
right, which I hadn't been doing all week.  And then I was pumped up on a couple 
holes and I actually hit the irons further than I normally hit it and knocked it over the 
green on a couple of the holes, which killed me, and a lot of that's adrenaline.   
 
Today I just tried to gear it back, I tried to tell myself just normal driving range golf 
swing, try to stay in rhythm, let's try not to overhit because my hands, I'm a handsy 
hitter of the golf ball and I can accelerate my hands and I can add distance to that golf 
ball and today I tried to slow them down and it worked out great. 
 
Q.  Can you just elaborate on 17, you said last year the hole-in-one.  Was the 
pin placement pretty much in the same place?  
 
KENNY PERRY:  Pretty much the same spot. 
 
Q.  And what club was it? 
 
KENNY PERRY:  6-iron, 187 yards both times. 
 
Q.  When you hit that, how much did that let you relax when you hit that shot? 
 
KENNY PERRY:  You know, Freddy made the putt and when he made the birdie, I'm 
thinking, dang, I've got to make this two-footer now to keep my two-stroke lead.  He 
put some pressure on me, and thank goodness it was just a dead straight putt, it 
didn't really have any break in it and I was able to knock it in to give myself a cushion 
going into the last hole. 
 
Q.  Kenny, you talk about being a shootout, conditions for a shootout.  What 
was it like going into the final round, Freddy has a two-stroke lead, you played 
almost as well as you played yesterday scoring-wise.  Duffy was shooting a 64, 
too.  What was it like to be in that? 
 
KENNY PERRY:  Duffy got us going.  Duffy birdied the first four holes right out of the 
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gate and I'm thinking, oh, my goodness, here we go, I'm going to have to hang tight 
with Duffy.  And Freddy wasn't doing a lot, he was just kind of making pars, he may 
have got a birdie here and there.  Duffy shot 29 on the front nine, I believe, but I hung 
close.  I had a two-shot lead on Duffy, I knew, and I think I shot 3-under on the front 
nine.  So me and him, he might have been 1-up or tied and we were all just clumped 
in there together.  It was like a dog race coming down the last nine holes.  You know, 
I knew it was going to take something special to win the golf tournament.  Like I said, I 
didn't get ahead of myself, tried to stay in the moment and I tried to make as many 
birdies as I could make.  That was kind of my mindset, you've got to make birdies 
somehow because that's the only way you're going to win this golf tournament. 
 
Q.  You played excellent the whole time and especially down the stretch, but I'm 
sure it was no walk in the park, either.  What about this course did you find to 
be the most challenging, especially with the current conditions? 
 
KENNY PERRY:  This golf course, firm and fast is as good as it gets with all the 
undulations and the tiering of these greens, it makes you really pay attention to 
course management.  The weather really dictated this course this week.  There's no 
way to shoot 19-under on this golf course under firm and fast conditions, that's not 
going to happen.  What'd Joe Daley shoot last year?  
 
DAVE SENKO:  14. 
 
KENNY PERRY:  14, so that's more like it.  And the rough was very penal this week.  
If we'd have had this rough last year, the scores would have been a lot higher.  Last 
year you could hit it in the rough, you could actually advance it onto the green, no 
problem.  This year you were struggling, you were chipping out.  You had to really 
pay attention to what you were doing if you missed the fairways.  But being soft 
conditions, a ball that looked like it was going to miss the fairway stayed in the 
fairway, so it didn't really run off into the rough.  All the fairways played wider this 
week than normal.  So the golf course being soft made it play easier than it should 
normally play.  That's why you saw the good scores. 
 
Q.  Kenny, you're standing on 18, you've got a two-shot lead, you mentioned 
the shortcomings in the majors have been well-documented.  Was there any 
conversation in your mind like what the heck's going to go wrong this time, is 
somebody going to hole out from the fairway?  
 
KENNY PERRY:  No, I stayed in the moment.  I said let's hit my nice little hook up 
there the left side of the fairway, hit a beautiful tee shot and hit a nice little 3-wood 
and I'm thinking, you know, and I knew it would have got a little dicey if Freddy would 
have made that eagle putt, but if you've got a 100-footer straight down the hill, 
probably that wasn't going to happen.  I knew once I could get that putter into my 
hand for my third shot, I knew it was a great shot and I was going to win this thing. 
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Q.  Speaking of the 18th, you saw the clouds overhead, heard the thunder.  Was 
there a worry at all that you wouldn't get this in before it started coming down, 
and have you ever had a finish like that where the horn went off the second it 
dropped? 
 
KENNY PERRY:  Never.  I knew he was holding the horn for us because I knew it 
was coming.  On 15 he told us there was a system coming, so once Duffy made it, I 
just dropped the ball and hit it, just whacked it up there, got it in out of the hole and he 
blew the horn, so yeah it was a pretty interesting situation. 
 
Q.  Yesterday you had the Pirates game and you said it was full circle to inspire 
you.  Has it really come full circle, they have the best record and now you're 
kind of coming around, best record winning this major? 
 
KENNY PERRY:  Well, it's a little coincidental I guess.  I had a great time at the 
game.  I couldn't believe how many people -- I watched the game last night and I saw 
my seat where I was sitting the night before and I was like, no wonder everybody 
could see me.  It was great, I got in the Lexus area and I had a wonderful time.  The 
Pirates infield, to me they've got the best defense in Major League Baseball.  I love 
Jordy and that Walker kid, the way they can turn double plays, it was just 
phenomenal.  I just had a great time watching that team.   
 
So yeah, it's nice to get your mind off of golf, it's nice to kind of get away from it, just 
relax, watch something else and then when I come to the golf course get your mind 
set on what you need to do, so it was a good relief for me to get away.  
 
Q.  Just as a quick follow-up, you committed to Greenbrier for next week.  What 
do you hope for with this momentum to take you there?  
 
KENNY PERRY:  Old White, it's -- I represented the Greenbrier for the last three 
years.  Jim Justice has done a wonderful job with that area.  They had a lot of miner 
accidents from the mining, lost a lot of people and I kind of stayed in touch with that 
area.  I donated some money to the cause and all, so to me it's just great to go back.  
They're great people.  Being from Kentucky West Virginia, same type of people, 
easygoing, laid back, and to me I just enjoy going there.   
 
I'm going to have my wife, my son's going to caddie for me next week, his new bride's 
coming with him, so we're just going to have a good time, kick back.  I'm just going to 
enjoy the week.  I'm not going to put any expectations that week.  I played last year, 
did okay there, but I kind of -- you know, my goals and aspirations on the PGA TOUR 
are not like they used to be.  I'm just enjoying, like I'm telling everybody, I'm smelling 
the roses now along the way.  I'm really not too worried about my results out there on 
the PGA TOUR anymore. 
 
Q.  Kenny, you used the word "snakebit."  Are you thinking now that you're not 
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snakebit that there might be more of these? 
 
KENNY PERRY:  Well, I'm hoping, I'm hoping the floodgates are going to open, I 
really do.  But I don't know, when I get in contention they're all tough, you get nervous 
and you get antsy, but today I had a patience, I had a peace about me today and I 
didn't really get ahead of myself out there.  So if I can kind of draw upon this the next 
time I get into the heat of things, hopefully, you know, I'll finish it off like I did today. 
 
Q.  Kenny, with your sort of having the different mindset today, is that an 
example about how you can teach an old dog new tricks and you struggled and 
today you found something that worked? 
 
KENNY PERRY:  This game is mental, this game is very mental.  As you've watched 
us, our group, we all hit it within five yards of each other, our drives were all the same, 
our iron shots, we all played the same irons, we all putted about the same.  It was just 
a matter of who outthought who, who hit the shot when you needed to hit it at a 
certain time.  I was able to do it on 16 and 17 to seal the deal for me.  So yeah, you 
can teach an old dog new tricks. 
 
DAVE SENKO:  Thanks, Kenny. 
 
KENNY PERRY:  Thanks.  
 
DAVE SENKO:  I just want to ask you about the Schwab Cup lead, just maybe a 
comment on moving into first place in the Charles Schwab Cup.   
 
KENNY PERRY:  To me, it's an honor, it's an honor to be in first place in the Charles 
Schwab Cup.  That's something I competed for the last two years and I think I 
finished 12th or 13th the last two years in the Cup.  So, you know, I need to finish this 
deal off, win some more, keep my points up to have a great shot going, you know, 
going to San Francisco.  So it's exciting.  It's neat to have the lead, something I can 
tell my grandkids I actually led it at some point in my life. 
 


