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INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:   SO YEON RYU 
Saturday, June 22, 2013 
 
 
KATIE ANN ROBINSON:  I know it wasn't the win that you wanted.  Just talk about today 
and your round and what your thoughts were going into the playoff. 
  
SO YEON RYU:  By the way, I tried my best so it will be fun and actually today the round 
wasn't really great to me because like distance control was really bad as a shot or putting.  
So I think I was a bit failed about the distance control today, but I feel really great to finish 
really strong.  Finish 17, 18, I got a birdie, so it feels really great to be back.  Then also I 
really wanted to chase her down, but I couldn't, but still fine.  I'm so glad Inbee won the 
tournament.  Also, I think my biggest miss is I missed a driver shot at the left, so it's really 
hard to make a two on.  Also Inbee's third shot was really hard shot but she made a 
two-foot birdie putt.  I really kind of awed that World No. 1 can do that.  So it was exciting 
that I could have won the tournament, but I'm pretty sure I'm still in contention about the 
next week. 
  
KATIE ANN ROBINSON:  We know how badly you wanted to win this one.  Coming after 
a missed cut, how are you feeling go into the Women's Open next week? 
 
SO YEON RYU:  Well, you know, I'm 2011 champion, so I always feel so glad to play at 
the U.S. Women's Open.  You know, the major tournaments always playing really tight, 
but it's really good fun golf.  So I was bit struggle with my game last couple weeks.  Then 
this week I'm nicely coming back, so I'm pretty sure I can play well next week. 
  
KATIE ANN ROBINSON:  Questions for So Yeon? 
  
Q   If you could just talk about going into -- what was your mindset going into the 
playoff after you made that key birdie putt on 18 to get yourself there? 
  
SO YEON RYU:  Well, just I was really confident, but the thing is Inbee and I practice 
together a lot so when we are standing at the 18th hole, it feels like just practice round, 
wasn't really nervous.  So I thought better than to be like freaking out, so I thought I feel 
really comfortable.  So I think it's nothing really special.  I just tried to be my just regular 
playing, don't think about, oh, this is playoff, it's special, I have to do this, this, I didn't do 
that. 
 
Q   You missed a short putt yesterday, four-putted 13 today.  What was your 
mindset?  Did you still think you had a chance there? 
  
SO YEON RYU:  Well, you know, if you miss a really short putt, it's really hard to trust 
yourself, especially if you going to have to putt same length as what I missed.  It's really, 
really tough, but I didn't look back.  I just focus on that.  Then also I just focused on 17 
birdie putt and 18 birdie putt.  That's why I could made it.  So I think the golf is 18 holes 
and we shot like almost over 60 shots.  So we really don't have to think previous shot. 
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Q   You know, after Inbee makes that birdie putt on 18 and you go up there, even 
though it wasn't the longest putt were there a lot of nerves?  What was your 
mindset going into that birdie putt? 
  
SO YEON RYU:  Actually you mean my last hole before the playoff, right?  Yeah.  Actually 
that's really similar situation as 2011 U.S. Women's Open.  So I just talked to me, this putt 
is way bigger than 2011 U.S. Women's Open putt.  So that made me really relieved, oh, 
maybe it's really easy putt that I not get in.  It really depends on mindset.   
 
Q   The way Inbee has played the last year, what is it like when you're on the course 
and you see -- I don't know if you see the leaderboard when she was doing really 
well on the front nine, but what is it like?  You know, are you always aware of where 
she's at on the leaderboard with how she's playing right now? 
  
SO YEON RYU:  She's No. number so I think everybody scared of Inbee because she's 
playing super well last 12 months, even more, like 14 months.  Also I practice with her a 
lot and her putting is always really great.  So if her name is top on the leaderboard, she 
make everybody really nervous.  Also I was really nervous, but I didn't think about 
anybody, Inbee or Stacy or Mika.  I just really think about my ball.  So during the 
tournament it wasn't really bothering me, but I'm pretty sure she is really scary player. 
 
KATIE ANN ROBINSON:  You and Inbee are pretty good friends off the course. 
  
SO YEON RYU:  Yeah. 
  
KATIE ANN ROBINSON:  Is there kind of a weird feeling going into a playoff with your 
friend? 
 
SO YEON RYU:  Absolutely.  Especially after a playoff, Inbee's parents in here, I'm 
hugging with Inbee's mom and dad, and Inbee's mom was almost really crying.  She feels 
really, really sorry to me.  I could really feel it.  But, you know, golf is golf.  This is sports.  
We have to decide who is the champion.  Anybody -- I mean, two players cannot be 
champion, so it's right deserved to Inbee.  Just I still needed to be more practice and be 
more like just love my life, then maybe I'm pretty sure I can play well like Inbee. 
 
Q   Playing here at Arkansas, did you enjoy your time here? 
  
SO YEON RYU:  Sure, sure.  Also, you know, the last year was my first year in this 
tournament and last year pro-am partner and this year pro-am partner would like to invite 
me next year as a host.  So it's how friendly, I love it.  And I played a pro-am that every 
family is coming out, especially this week I play with one of the guys and he has four boys 
and wife and then he's out there.  So it was a really fun time.  So I love to come back here.  
Also, actually honestly weather, it's a little super hot but still fine.  It's really nice place. 
  
KATIE ANN ROBINSON:  You're still top 5 in the world.  You've got four players above 
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you who have been out here for quite a few more years than you.  This is your second 
year.  I know you say you hate your game every now and then but you've got to love 
yourself after a great finish like that?  
  
SO YEON RYU:  Yeah, I'm just super more in the LPGA, top 5 player in the world, I'm 
really proud of myself, but my last goal is No. 1 player in the world so Inbee have to watch 
out.  Just everything is really great, but just I can't feel really time to go win.  So that's all.  I 
just look forward my next win. 
  
KATIE ANN ROBINSON:  Thanks so much for coming in.   
 


