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INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  CRAIG STADLER 
Saturday, June 22, 2013 
 
 
PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Craig, four birdies on the back nine and come 

home in 32 for 65 and right now you've got a 2-shot lead on Bob Tway.  A few 
thoughts about the day.  Great playing today.  

 

CRAIG STADLER:  Well, I was good with the short irons, really good with the putter.  
I putted well both days.  The driver's a head knocker to say the least.  I'm either 

driving it pretty decent not very long or hitting it sideways and just wondering when 
they're going to come.  I hit a lot the good short irons, some good middle irons today, 

made some good putts.  

 
PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Take us through the round if you could. 

 
CRAIG STADLER:  Where did we start, 10?  3-wood in left fringe just off the green 

about 40 feet on 11, two-putted.  12, I hit the right bunker and I holed it.  The bunker, 
two putts for par about 20 feet on 13.  14, I had a horrible tee shot, way left, chipped 

out short of the green, chipped it by about eight feet, made that, made a good putt for 

par there.  7-iron on the next hole on 15 about six feet, made that.  16, good drive, 
laid it up in the right rough behind the trees, was aiming at the left side of the green 

and pushed it through the trees, right in the middle of the tree over the bunker about 
12 feet, made that for birdie.  17, absolutely fanned a 3-iron into the front bunker 

(inaudible) shot about six feet, made a par.  18, in the right rough, great shot from the 

tree over the bunker in the back left fringe and three-putted for my only bogey.  
Turned around and hit two good drives on 1 and 2, about 20 feet on 1, about 6 feet 

on 2, made both of those.  Birdied 3.  Horrible second shot in the right bunker, third 
shot short of the green, chipped it three or four inches for par.  Two putts for par on 

14.  15 hit a good shot in there about six feet and missed it, or 14, whatever, 5, 
whatever, the one before the par 5.  Par 5 3-wood, 6-iron, sand wedge about five feet 

and made that for birdie.  Hit a great shot on 7, hit a 5-iron about a foot, tapped that 

in.  7-iron on 8, parred, and made a good putt for birdie on 9, just missed it left. 
 

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  I just asked Bob this question, but your impressions of North 
Shore Country Club.  What's your thoughts on it?  

 

CRAIG STADLER:  I absolutely love it.  I played here a couple times when I was in 
college way back when.  But there's a ton of courses up here that are good.  They're 

all in great shape and this is wonderful.  It's probably the best fairways I've seen ever.  
Greens after the rain yesterday got a little bumpy in the afternoon but they were 

perfect today, that's good. 
 

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  We'll go to questions. 
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Q.  Quickly, 12, what did you hit?  You holed it for how far was that bunker 
shot? 
 

CRAIG STADLER:  I was in the right bunker about probably from here to the back of 
the media room next door, 40 feet, 50 feet maybe.  Just got it up over the lip, trickled 

down.  Actually it trickled right in barely. 

 
Q.  You haven't won since is it 04? 

 
CRAIG STADLER:  Um-hmm. 

 
Q.  Does it feel like it's been that long? 

 

CRAIG STADLER:  Um-hmm. 
 

Q.  It does? 
 

CRAIG STADLER:  A hell of a lot longer actually. 

 
Q.  Does that play any role in -- 
 
CRAIG STADLER:  Not really, I've had some good chances in '05 and '06 and a 

couple times in '07 but really not since then.  I've played through -- actually the start of 
this year I played just horrid and I haven't enjoyed it.  I've been hurt most of the time 

and not that I'm using any excuse, I'm not, but I've just played rotten.  Everything just 

got bad, so I just kind of went on a mission a month ago and it was either try to figure 
out what the heck I'm doing wrong and fix it or I'm going to quit.  It's kind of getting 

fixed.  Everything's new.  I have to think about four, five different thoughts on every 
shot.  I have no idea where it's going off the tee, it's scary as hell on this golf course.  

It's way different.  I've changed all the setup, changed my alignment, changed the 

grip, and it really pays off with the short shots, the short irons, the wedges, 8-irons are 
really good, consistently really good, not much movement, really solid.  The mid irons 

are pretty good.  The 4, 3, 2 irons are horrible.  Out here it's really only one shot, I get 
up on the 17th tee and just pray somehow I get it on the clubface and hit it on the 

green somewhere.  If I can drive it out here okay, there's a lot of short irons and just 
to leave a lot of three, four, five, six-footers, it means a lot of good short irons, so it's 

actually fun.  It hasn't been fun in a long time.  We'll see what happens tomorrow, but 

no matter how you're playing, it's fun to make putts and I've made a boatload of putts. 
 

Q.  Anybody you're working with in particular? 
 

CRAIG STADLER:  Billy Harmon.  

 
Q.  At your age and with your build, you know there's a lot of guys out there 
rooting for you.  What tips or what's the secret to sort of being competitive for 
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what you've been doing? 

 
CRAIG STADLER:  I've always been competitive, I just haven't been very good at it 

the last five, six years.  You know, we're kind of, once you start doing this for a 
lifetime, you kind of have it in your blood and you either keep going, or when you 

become totally noncompetitive you just quit.  I was pretty close to that point three 

months ago.   
 

But yeah, when I first came back I didn't play the PGA, I didn't play Des Moines.  I 
took like six weeks off and came back at Shoal Creek with everything brand new and 

I hung in there on the first day and shot 1-under, probably the first or second round 
under par since last August maybe.  And then Friday I shot 75 and I could have shot 

90, just nothing.  I made just a boatload of putts.  On the weekend I shot 70 on 

Saturday and just was horrible on Sunday, I was 3-over after 4, then made six 
unanswered birdies and shot 3-under.  So at least there's something in there that you 

can see that you can at least maybe score again and have some fun at it.  I worked 
pretty hard on it the last month and I wasn't very good early this week, but it's gotten 

better each day, so we'll see.  It's kind of enjoyable again for once, thank God. 

 
Q.  Craig, why did you wait so long to go for the 120,000-mile checkup, so to 
speak?  Did you see glimmers in everything else? 
 

CRAIG STADLER:  Probably just stubborn.  You always think you can fix it on your 
own, but I didn't know what the heck I had to fix.  Anyway, moot point kind of.  I wasn't 

really in the position to really get into it because I really probably shouldn't have been 

playing much the last three years between my hip and my back and my foot and 
everything else.  I don't get just normal sick, I get all this weird crap, but so be it. 

 
Q.  Craig, back to the golf course, when you mentioned fairways, could you 
elaborate on that? 

 
CRAIG STADLER:  They're bent and poa annua and they're firm, they're tight, and 

it's just -- you take little shallow divots and nip everything and it's wonderful to hit 
shots off that.  Compared to where we used to play, we used to play out at Butler with 

bluegrass fairways so you're hitting 8-irons 145 and about 5th hole it'd go about 170.  
It was rocket balls out of the bluegrass.  It's just a wonderful conditioned golf course.  

It's probably the best, right there with Augusta I would say condition wise anyway on 

what we play. 
 

Q.  On the golf course itself, what is it about the layout that you enjoy?  I mean, 
this seems to be a common refrain by a lot of players here.  
 

CRAIG STADLER:  It's just nice, it flows well.  You've got some dogleg lefts, you've 
got dogleg rights, you've got some nicely positioned little hazards, you've got a lot of 

bunkers that aren't in play, you've got some bunkers that shouldn't be in play that are.  
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It's got some long par 3s, got some short 4s, some short 5s, got a couple 5s that are 

kind of mandatory layups.  So it offers you a little bit of everything, it is a good mix.  
It's not where you're playing the golf course and every single hole looks the same.  I 

mean, there is a lot of similarity in look-wise off the tees because it is tree lined every 
hole, but it's just a fun golf course to play, it's in great shape, been here for a million 

years like the rest of them up here and it's very enjoyable. 

 
Q.  Craig, when you said you were thinking about quitting not that long ago, 
what would you have done if you had quit and did anybody give you a pep talk 
along the way?  What made you decide to stick with it?   
 
CRAIG STADLER:  Not a clue, not a clue.  And no, there were no pep talks because 

actually nobody knows, it was just kind of my own deal.  I went down for three days to 

Palm Springs and I walked out on the back range and Billy's standing there and he 
said, What are we doing?  I said, You've got two days to either fix it or I'm done, very 

simple.  He looked at me and says, Let's go.   
 

So yeah, it's not fixed, but you know what, shooting in the 60s is a lot better than 

shooting 78s and 82s and 76s and 79s, which is what I've been shooting off and on 
for the last four, five years and it got to the point, one, it was no fun, and two, it was 

getting to be embarrassing. 
 

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Last thing before we leave, we understand you've got 
someplace to go tonight? 

 

CRAIG STADLER:  I have no idea. 
 

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Hockey game? 
 

CRAIG STADLER:  No, I don't think so, not that I know of.  No, actually I think we're 

going over here to Bob Chinn's.  I thought I knew where we were going, but maybe 
she changed that, too. 

 
PHIL STAMBAUGH:  My information's wrong. 

 
CRAIG STADLER:  Not that I know of.  I went to the opening, the first game of the 

Hawks game a couple weeks ago here on Saturday.  No, Mr. Savard hasn't invited 

me yet.  Maybe he has and I don't know.  
 

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Thanks, Craig.   
 


