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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  NICK PRICE  
Thursday, June 20, 2013 
 
 
PHIL STAMBAUGH:  We're joined in the interview room with Nick 

Price, making his first start of the year in 2013.   
 

Nick, you haven't played since mid August last year on the Champions Tour, it was 

really a struggle for you overall and you've had some issues health-wise, but you had 
a lot of good memories here in Chicago with a win at the Western Open. 

 
NICK PRICE:  A couple of wins, once at Butler, once at Cog.  

 

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Just a few thoughts about coming back to the Champions Tour. 
 

NICK PRICE:  For us to be back in Chicago, this is such a wonderful sport city.  I 
watched the Blackhawks win last night, which is great for you guys.  It's just been, I've 

always had such a good time coming here.  Chicago sports fans and the golf fans in 
particular, you know, playing out at Cog Hill and it's just always been one of my 

favorite places to come.  So coming on the north side is a little different because we 

were always down at Oak Brook and West Side and down at Lamont, so it's nice to 
get up here and I'm really looking forward to playing the golf course.  Everyone's been 

enthusing about it.  You've got so many wonderful golf courses in this area and I'm 
sure this is another one of them.  Hats off to Encompass for bringing golf back to 

Chicago; well, Champions golf anyway, back to Chicago.  I'm sure we're going to 

have a really good week here.  The weather's going to be really nice, isn't that 
special. 

 
PHIL STAMBAUGH:  I guess before we go to general questions, just sort of tell us 

about your health and where you are and the timetable and everything.  
 

NICK PRICE:  Well, I had surgery, I had a buildup of scar tissue on my tendon, the 

tennis elbow tendon, which has caused so much pain and I just couldn't play.  I had 
weakness in my left three fingers and I had the surgery in January and it's actually 

five months today.  The last six weeks I started off just chipping, hitting 20, 30 balls 
and then building it up to playing nine holes and I started playing nine holes one day 

and then I had two days off and played nine holes, so it's been quite tedious.  

Eventually I played now eight rounds in the last 12 days where I can't really practice, I 
sort of warm up, I hit about 30 balls to warm up, and then on the golf course you're 

hitting about 40, 42, 45 shots, whatever, so I'm making about 70 swings a day and 
that's where I am.  So I've got to build that up.  All the exercise and the rehab that I've 

been doing, you can only strengthen up so much.  The best thing to do is obviously to 
play golf, that's what's going to strengthen it up, so that's where I am now.  Just 

hopefully, knock on wood, it holds out for me, but it felt pretty strong.  It's still weak, I 

had a little bit of atrophy in my arm and it's going to be different.  I'm starting anew, so 
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I've never had this length of time off from the game at any time in my career, so at 56, 

it makes it I suppose doubly hard to get back into it, but I'm happy to be back out. 
 

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  And you seem pretty enthused to be back out. 
 

NICK PRICE:  Obviously.  Everyone's sick and tired of me being home.  Home life's 

great, but you've got to have a sense of purpose in life and I miss golf.  When you 
can't do the only thing you're really good at in life, it's very frustrating. 

 
Q.  Was there any thought that maybe I can't come back and play?   
 
NICK PRICE:  For a while there when I started playing back after the surgery, it took 

a really long time before I felt good.  I don't really want to get into the TV work or 

anything like that, just I enjoy playing so much.  I'm going to be like Arnold, I'll 
probably be out here when I'm 70 and still trying to play.  You know, I enjoy being 

outside.  I don't want to be cooped up in some tower.  Being outside is the winning 
ticket for me.  As long as I can walk and swing a golf club, I guess -- I don't know if I'll 

be out for 20 weeks a year, but I'll certainly be out here trying to have fun. 

 
Q.  Is home for you Florida? 

 
NICK PRICE:  Yeah. 

 
Q.  So what did you do to pass the time? 

 

NICK PRICE:  Well, fortunately I had the Presidents Cup.  They gave me the 
captaincy of the Presidents Cup so I've been a little bit on a mission with that trying to 

figure out how I can perhaps turn things around with us being 1-7-1.  I read a lot of 
stats, I did a lot of numbers with comparisons between the Ryder Cup and the 

Presidents Cup to just sort of give me an idea of what's going on, maybe the best way 

to attack it.  And then I've done quite a bit of communicating with the guys.  I've been 
out to a few tournaments talking to the guys and obviously Louis Oosthuizen, Charl 

Schwartzel, Branden Grace, Ernie Els, and now George Coetzee.  There are five 
South Africans that are potentially on the team that live in Jupiter so I've spent a bit of 

time with Ernie chatting about things.  So it's been good, that's been one thing.  
Outside of that, not a hell of a lot going on.  I cleaned out my workshop, my closet, my 

fishing room and all that stuff and suddenly you've just got nothing else to do.  You 

can probably tell I became a good eater, I've been eating a lot.  It's been a tough time, 
but I'm happy I got through it. 

 
Q.  With all the to-do about the anchoring in the news, I just want to get your 
thoughts on another issue, the slow play.  The USGA had a campaign during 
the Open about While We're Young.  Just as a veteran, your thoughts on how to 
speed the game up? 
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NICK PRICE:  You know how fast I play.  I've hated slow play.  It's taken 30 years.  

This has been the scourge of the game, even when you play fast or play at a decent 
pace, for 30 years and I don't know it's taken so long.  For some reason all the Tour's 

policies to me have been ineffective, hasn't sped up play at all.  The USGA, you still 
get out there and it's six hours in a USGA event or a U.S. Open, or five and a half, 

whatever it is.  The severity of the greens always dictates the pace of play because 

you get so many four footers and you really have to take care with those.  The biggest 
problem is trying to get people to play when it's their turn, to be ready to play when it's 

their turn and that's what we need to educate people more on.  My hat's off to the 
USGA for at least starting something and trying to get something going.  I'm a bit 

worried the catch phrase While We're Young is going to be like go and get in the hole.  
We're going to start here (inaudible) too much, so maybe we could come up with 

something every six months that will change that. 

 
Q.  Just wondered, with your injury, did you change your swing at all? 

 
NICK PRICE:  No, it wouldn't have been possible, I don't think I would be able to do 

that.  I didn't change my grip or anything.  You know, I figured out what -- I don't know 

what caused it.  Everyone has their own ideas and that, and I do, but just wear and 
tear over the years and I injured it and I never felt it really until it hurt really badly. 

 
Q.  This is an old-line golf course and they haven't had a pro tournament here 
since the '33 U.S. Open.  Do you generally like these old-style courses? 
 

NICK PRICE:  Yep, I'm a traditionalist.  I've always enjoyed old-style architecture and 

I think most of us, my generation anyway, one of our biggest concerns was that the 
equipment was going to make a lot of the old great courses redundant.  It's actually 

funny, I went up to Medinah last week -- to Merion, and I walked the course and I kept 
hearing these 62s and 63s and I'm thinking someone's on drugs because this ain't 

going to happen.  I think the best score at the end of the week was 3-under, which 

that was a great score on that golf course. 
 

Yeah, I mean, to come and play the traditional courses is something that's very 
special for all of us.  I guess we've played a lot of modern courses, people always 

want you to go out and play their new course and sometimes you don't get to enjoy 
the old courses as much as we would like to. 

 

Q.  How was your visit to the White House? 
 

NICK PRICE:  Really good, it was nice.  The president is a keen golfer, too, so it was 
really easy to talk to him.  He was enthusiastic.  I think we gave the little 20 minute 

period that we had with him sort of was like a respite for all the stuff he had during the 

day, sort of like a breather for him.  He knew Fred, he had met Fred before, but it's 
always a privilege and a pleasure to go to the White House and meet the president. 
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Q.  With yourself, how many world leaders per se have you met in Africa or -- 
 
NICK PRICE:  I think I'm up to about seven or eight now presidents and Mandela and 

de Klerk, those two down there.  And then the two Bushes, George Senior and Junior, 
Clinton, President Ford, President Obama, and that's seven or eight.  Trying to think if 

I met anyone else.  He was very nice, very cordial, and he and Fred were discussing 

the tactics and Fred was saying to him maybe you should try to hold some of these 
passports so these guys can't get it in play, you know.  Good day. 

 
PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Anything else for Nick?  We'll let you go.  Good luck this week. 

 
NICK PRICE:  Thank you. 
 


