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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  FRED COUPLES 
Thursday, June 20, 2013 
 
 
Q.  What do you think about being here in Chicago? 
 
FRED COUPLES:  Love it.  Obviously we were huddled up there trying to figure out 
about going to the Cubs game tomorrow and going to go play the course here in 
about 30 minutes, try and figure it out and come out and play tomorrow with Tony.  I 
think it's a great week. 
 
Q.  Old-line golf course, do you like the idea of an old, traditional course? 
 
FRED COUPLES:  Sure.  I mean, we play new ones, we play old ones, but I've never 
been here so I can't speak for it but I hear everyone talking about it.  It's, A, great that 
we have a tournament here in Chicago, and B, even better that we're playing an 
old-style course. 
 
Q.  You know athletes in other sports.  Are they envious that you guys get to 
keep playing after your prime career is over? 
 
FRED COUPLES:  Well, depends on who it is.  If it's one of the guys that signed for 
eight years for $126 million, I don't think they're too envious.  If it's the guy who 
played 25 years ago and made $500,000, I'm sure they look at us and say wow, I'm 
his age and when I was in my prime I made $500,000.  Out here I think the money is 
just -- is distributed in a great way.  We make a lot of money, don't get me wrong, but 
we're lucky to have 26 tournaments.  I think they're all great purses.  If they went up it 
would be great, if they went down it would be great.  But just to play, I think the main 
goal for me is really to keep playing with the idea of having chances to win 
tournaments, not just to play.  That day may come where I come out and play four or 
five events a year just to kind of come play, but for now, I was lucky enough to play in 
good times where I made a lot of money and now it's really about competing with your 
buddies. 
 
Q.  That's what I meant; not so much about the money side, but to be able -- 
 
FRED COUPLES:  Well, that's kind of the point you hit.  I think they all play golf.  I 
love the fact that most of the athletes play and they love golf and some of them play 
all day every day and some that retire play all the time.  I just played with Stephen 
Curry yesterday in a little outing, he and his father, and both of them were incredible 
golfers.  I've got to be honest, they were like close to scratch players, they hit 
beautiful shots so it's kind of fun.  I can't go do anything with him in basketball.  I 
could walk on the court while he's practicing and throw him passes, but he's not going 
to want to sit next to me and watch me shoot, it's a waste of his time.  But for us we 
can all latch on to him and we asked him 50 questions and he probably asked us 10, 
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so we beat him up a little bit. 
 
Q.  Toni Kukoc can also play.  What's your connection to him? 
 
FRED COUPLES:  Yeah, well, to be honest with you, I like Toni, I thought maybe 
Michael could play and he's out of town.  And then I asked Bo Jackson because I was 
paired with him in Alabama and he's got an outing, his charity event on Saturday.  
And then Michael gave me a couple suggestions and then Jeff Sluman put me in 
touch with Toni, so I'm excited.  I've always liked the way Toni played.  I've never met 
him, but I've seen him play basketball.  And he's excited, so he's all worried about 
how he's going to play.  I said it won't matter, we'll just have a good time. 
 
Q.  Michael was tempted to come, he just had something out of town that 
prevented him? 
 
FRED COUPLES:  Yeah.  I tried pretty hard, he's got a lot of other stuff going on 
where he couldn't come back and play for a couple days.  Toni and I will have a good 
time. 
 
Q.  Nice change of pace this celebrity format than the regular?  
 
FRED COUPLES:  Yeah, I think it's like when we used to play at Pebble Beach, or 
we also had the Tampa tournament, which I played once with a friend from ESPN, but 
this will be a blast.  Obviously Chicago's a big city, we should get great crowds.  Like I 
said, I wish I'd played the course, I could tell you how great it is, but I don't know it.  I 
know everyone's talked about it so I'm sure no matter what score you shoot, it's still 
going to be a great course. 
 
Q.  The last pro tournament here was the '33 U.S. Open. 
 
FRED COUPLES:  That's what a friend of mine told me, yeah. 
 
Q.  It's a little scary to think --  
 
FRED COUPLES:  Well, yeah, this is the next event, pros that played there besides 
anything?  Wow. 
 
Q.  Besides a couple sectionals. 
 
FRED COUPLES:  Yeah, that's different. 
 
Q.  What did you think about the article where you were voted the coolest 
golfer?  
 
FRED COUPLES:  I don't know where that was. 
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Q.  Your definition of cool?  
 
FRED COUPLES:  My definition of cool is -- I never really even thought about it.  I 
mean, people have said not those words, but I'm laid back.  You know, I played for a 
long time, I don't know if that's a cool thing.  But I started these shoes and now 
everyone's going crazy with these shoes, so that's a cool thing to me.  That doesn't 
make me cool.  It makes, I think, people smart that the old kind of heavy shoes are 
out and light shoes, as long as you can play in them, are a big -- they're a little bit of 
an adjustment but it's a big deal.  A lot of amateurs are wearing them, too.  But the 
rest of it, I don't know about being cool. 
 
Q.  What is the connection you have with the fans?  You're obviously very 
popular.  Is it something that you think about or it just happened? 
 
FRED COUPLES:  No, I mean, I'll play out here tomorrow and I'm in the gallery a lot 
because of where I drive it, but I don't walk up to galleries and talk to people and say 
hi but I'm not rude to them either.  And believe me, I've said things to people that are 
unprintable, but a lot of times, you know, you have so much fun out there that you just 
look at them and check them out and thanks for coming.  And I think I've played pretty 
well for a long time, I think that's why people want to come out and watch.  Right now 
I'm watching Ben Crenshaw hit balls and he's 61 or 2 and he draws galleries, and 
then you get better players out here that a lot of people don't know because they're 
younger and they're good players and they don't get much of a gallery.  So people 
like who they want to watch and they come check them out and I just fit in that 
category. 


