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MODERATOR:  Okay, Tom, thanks for joining us.  Two-time champion here at the 
Regions Tradition.  You have a chance this week to do something that's only been done 
one other time on the Champions Tour, win the same major three years in a row.  Hale 
Irwin did that with the Senior PGA Championship.  A few thoughts about coming back 
here.  I know you talked a bunch at media day and whatnot.  You had a chance to play 
most of your round probably, right? 

TOM LEHMAN:  We teed off on 14.

MODERATOR:  Some thoughts about Shoal Creek.

TOM LEHMAN:  The course is in great, great condition, maybe the best that I've seen it 
in the three years that we've come here.  The rain, it's unfortunate because it was nice 
and firm and playing quite fast.  It will dry out as long as we get some sunny skies going 
forward, it will get back to where it was and it's pretty much perfect.

MODERATOR:  Okay.  We'll just go to quick questions here.

Q.  Going for three straight, something that's only been done once.  Is that on 
your mind at all or have you been doing this so long that it's the same old, same 
old?

TOM LEHMAN:  Of course everybody brings it up all the time, win three in a row, win 
three in a row, but I understand the way sports are and the way golf is.  This is a new 
year.  I know that my game is in a good place, but I'm not playing my very best.  My 
short game's been a bit weak.  There's guys who are playing better right now than me, 
so I kind of feel like if I play well I'm going to have a chance to make it three in a row, but 
I certainly can't win that, do that today on a Wednesday, can't even do it tomorrow on 
Thursday.  If I can just be patient and do the same game plan that I've had the last two 
years, which is just play the course, take what it gives you, take my chances when I can 
and hopefully make a few putts, hopefully on Sunday I'll be right there. 

Q.  Rocco called it a strikers joint. 

TOM LEHMAN:  Yeah.

Q.  His words.  Do you feel the layout suits you, and who else do you kind of 
consider are guys that will play well?

TOM LEHMAN:  Well, I think it's a person who puts the ball in play off the tee has a big 
advantage over those who don't.  To me it's a really great week to drive your ball well.  
Put it in the fairway, you're probably going to give yourself some chances throughout the 
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72 holes.  If you start driving it in the rough a lot, you're going to be chipping a lot.  So a 
guy who drives it well is going to be able to play offense and the guy who hits it in the 
rough is going to be playing defense all week long.  You still need to make a few putts.  
The winning score has always been 13-under, 14-under, so you've got to make some 
birdies, you've got to make some putts.  

What I like about the course is it demands a complete game.  You've got to drive it well, 
you've got to hit good iron shots, you've got to putt well, you have to have patience, you 
have to have some courage.  So it brings out everything that you have and the person 
who has the most complete game this week is going to win.

Q.  I guess a couple things.  One, how much do you remember the rain?  Pretty 
tough to just hang in there sitting under the umbrella waiting to hit a ball?

TOM LEHMAN:  Yeah, at the end of last year's tournament?

Q.  Yeah, how much do you remember that?

TOM LEHMAN:  Well, we got lucky that it really didn't show up until the very end.  It 
was very threatening the whole back nine, if I remember correctly, and it really didn't 
start to rain at all until the 18th hole.  So I had a two-shot lead and I had just 
three-putted 17, so there's a big difference in golf between two shots and three shots.  
It was raining, the weather was turning lousy, I wish I had an extra shot back, I had to 
make a par.  We got lucky it didn't rain starting on the 10th hole, so I felt fortunate about 
that.

Q.  Last question for me.  Seven rounds in the 60s here, how much (inaudible)?

TOM LEHMAN:  One thing really good golf courses do is they force you to focus on 
each hole.  Every hole is a good hole and you have your full attention on that hole.  You 
aren't able to look ahead to if I can just kind of get through these holes, I've got this 
really easy stretch coming up to make some birdies.  This course really doesn't do that.  
Every hole is a good hole, they not be all super duper hard holes, but they're all good 
holes and every hole becomes your focus.  That's when I seem to play my best is when 
I kind of get into that mindset when I'm not thinking about the scores, not thinking about 
the position, just trying to play this hole in front of me and trying to play it well and 
(inaudible) we shot a good round.  That's what I call patience.  Just that kind of 
patience, this course requires that.  Typically if you're playing well and you can stay 
patient that way, you shoot a good score.

MODERATOR:  Tom, good luck this week.  
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