
                                  
PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  STEVE ELKINGTON
Wednesday, June 5, 2013

MODERATOR:  We're joined in the media room by Steve Elkington, first appearance in 
the Regions Tradition here.  Steve, we've got one major under our belt at the Senior 
PGA, this is number two.  Your thoughts.  You got around Shoal Creek all 18 before the 
rain came in.

STEVE ELKINGTON:  Yeah, I didn't get to play the PGA, I had a migraine just before 
the event and pulled out.  I tweeted last night I thought this course is in the best 
condition of any course I've ever played, to be honest with you.  You know, I played here 
in 1990 in the PGA that Wayne Grady won, but I don't recall it that much.  

I do remember that in a practice round one of our guys dropped his Rolex on the 18th 
hole and it took six guys about 10 minutes to find it.  That's what the rough was like in 
'90.  The course is uncovered from that.  It's a beautiful course.  It's probably one of my 
favorite Jack Nicklaus courses I've ever seen.  It's really an unreal location right at the 
base of that national forest there and I'm so impressed with this place.

MODERATOR:  What do you think will sort of be the key this week to playing really well 
here? 

STEVE ELKINGTON:  Well, the conditions are so good, I think the scoring's going to be 
good, I think it's going to be low.  The course is pretty firm.  I don't know what this rain is 
going to do to it right now.  I was in Iowa last week and a lot of people have asked me 
about my Champions Tour debut and all that and, you know, there's a certain knack to 
playing on the Champions Tour I think.  Guys like Russ Cochran who comes to mind 
who won last week, you know, these guys are playing some of the best golf they've ever 
played.  Then you get other guys who were already great players and they're playing 
well.  So it's, you know, it's a great Tour.  It's a great amount of golf.  A lot of the young 
guys that play on the Tour now would learn a ton of things if they saw the way some of 
these guys maneuver the ball around the course. 

MODERATOR:  Before we go to general questions, we're almost halfway through the 
year, your impressions of the Champions Tour.

STEVE ELKINGTON:  Well, I think I just covered it there.  People say are you surprised 
at the good golf they play out here, and I say not really, you're talking about Hall of 
Famers playing well.  I mean, that's not that hard to believe.  I talked about this in 
interviews earlier in the year where some guys are performing higher.  For example, 
Peter Senior, a friend of my mine from Australia, he's playing some of his best golf.  He 
won the Australian Open last year beating all the top players, including Adam Scott and 
all the boys down there, if that's not proof enough that the guys play well.  Then we had 
Jay Don Blake qualify for the U.S. Open, which I couldn't really even believe that he 
even tried and then he made it, so that was impressive.
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MODERATOR:  Low man.

STEVE ELKINGTON:  Low man, okay, that's even more impressive.  

Last week we had 55-degree day on the last day with about 30-mile an hour wind and 
the leaders went out and shot 5-under, 6-under a piece.  I couldn't believe it, great 
scoring, it's fantastic.  So it's a wonderful Tour to play on.  There's a lot of shotmaking 
that goes on out here because there's not as much at stake on a Friday as there was on 
the regular Tour when you were making a cut.  You might have played a little more 
conservative.  So the shotmaking here is more go-for-broke to a certain degree 
because you're not depending on that cut to make the money on the weekends, so guys 
are shooting that right out of the gate and there's no harm not to, there's no reason not 
to.

MODERATOR:  Questions?

Q.  I guess obviously you kind of (inaudible.)  We don't know how it's going to be 
like, how much rain.  Your impressions of the things you liked about it in 1990?  
Has it held up pretty well?

STEVE ELKINGTON:  Yeah, I mean, like I said, it's a wonderful course.  They've got 
everything here, you've got short par 4s and long par 4s and incredible par 5s that go 
across water, very picturesque par 3s, downhill shots.  They've got it all here at Shoal 
Creek, and when you throw the condition of the turf on top of that, there's just not a 
blemish out there.  Groundskeeper, amazing.  It's just like a green carpet out there.  In 
fact, I did a cartoon about it today on Twitter, so if you follow Twitter you'll see it.  I called 
it Roll Green, not Roll Tide. 

Q.  You mentioned before, if I can get you to reiterate this, obviously the people 
who are on the regular Tour are there for a reason, they're the best in the world, 
but is there perhaps a great show on this level?  As you said, there's not the same 
concern about making cut lines and such?

STEVE ELKINGTON:  I think the show is still the show.  When you see Tiger Woods 
and Mickelson and all those guys playing at the top of their level, that's the show.  You 
know, you've got 68-year old guys like Hale Irwin that still finish high in events out here 
that's won 45 times.  

Look, everyone knows that you're basically evaluated by what you do on the regular 
Tour.  I mean, Hale's won 45 times out here and everyone still says oh, there's Hale 
Irwin, he won three U.S. Opens.  So you're sort of branded by what you've done on the 
regular Tour.  Not that that diminishes anything that's done out here.  This is a show, this 
is a good show.  I think this product will improve when -- well, it's a great product.  I 
think when there's more exposure or a different, maybe a different campaign around it, I 
don't know, but it's certainly something that, like my 16-year old came out to watch us 

Shoal Creek - Birmingham, Alabama

 www.tee-scripts.com 2

http://tee-scripts.com/transcripts/pga-champions-tour/regions-tradition-2013/
http://tee-scripts.com/transcripts/pga-champions-tour/regions-tradition-2013/


play and he's more impressed with watching shots that Watson's hitting or Gil Morgan or 
some of these guys than what you see out of Dustin Johnson, for example, or some of 
the young guys, Jason Dufner, another good player, Jason Day, those kind of guys.  All 
super players, but it's just a different game out here.  This is a different era, this is a 
different era.

MODERATOR:  Anything else?  Steve, thank you very much.  Good luck this week.  
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