
INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  CRISTIE KERR
Sunday, May 5, 2013

MODERATOR:  I'd like to welcome in our 2013 Kingsmill Championship winner, Cristie 
Kerr.  Trifecta, number three.  Just take us through how you're feeling.  Obviously a very 
good win, very hard fought.  Just take us through your overall emotions right now. 

CRISTIE KERR:  I'm just so thrilled.  Honestly, the way I hit it today to even have a 
chance to win.  I just made so many putts out there to save par and kind of save any 
momentum, and I started hitting it a little bit better late in the round just in time to make 
a -- catch up a couple shots.  Yeah, really hard fought, really hard fought.  I'm very 
happy.

MODERATOR:  Take us through playing with Suzann.  It's pretty much just back and 
forth with you guys, kind of a match play round, and the playoff, talk about playing with 
her and the intensity level.  Two of the probably biggest competitors on Tour, talk about 
playing with her.

CRISTIE KERR:  Yeah, I would say we're definitely two of the most intense on the golf 
course out there.  I was really, especially the way I was hitting it, I was really trying to 
focus hard on my game and trying to find my swing, so to speak, because it was a little 
bit off.  I wasn't very nervous at all, just the rhythm of it, you know, being in the final 
round and just trying to find my swing, and I did toward the end of the round.  I had to 
come up strong the last four or five holes and I did that, made some huge putts, a huge 
save on 17 as well, the up-and-down there.  

And then the playoff, kind of felt like a Solheim match out there a little bit and I just 
wasn't going to lose, I wasn't going to lose, not today, not with my dad here.  He had 
never seen me win.  I hit such a great iron in on the first playoff hole, it almost went in 
and then it was the only putt all day I didn't start on line, the only putt.  I couldn't be mad 
at myself because I made so many putts during the day and then I just tried to get 
another chance at it and she faltered on the second playoff hole and I just had to lag it 
down there because the putt she had was really difficult and it was great to come away 
with a win.

Q.  How much, if any, did missing that putt on the first extra hole shake your 
confidence at all?

CRISTIE KERR:  My confidence?  It didn't shake my confidence.  I probably made 12 
15-footers today.  Missing one is probably law of averages.  It didn't really shake my 
confidence.  I was kind of disappointed that I wasn't able to just close it outright there 
because it was getting really cold and the monumental nine-hole playoff between Paula 
and Jiyai last year, I didn't want that to happen,  So it was good to get another chance.  I 
absolutely roasted my tee shot the second playoff hole and hit a fairly good iron in there, 
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maybe just blocked it a little bit, but she kind of stumbled a little bit and that's what you 
need to win a playoff.

Q.  You said that you weren't going to lose no matter what.  How did that affect 
the way you kind of approached the playoff and were you more aggressive, more 
attacking or what?

CRISTIE KERR:  I mean, as good as I was putting, I really was just trying to get 
chances at it.  The 5-iron I hit in the first playoff hole was just beautiful, it was the best 
shot I hit all day.  I saw where she hit her second shot in the second playoff hole and I 
just said give me a putt at it.  When she chipped it really short, I said, I've got to try and 
make this but I've got to try and be a little more on the conservative side because the 
putt she had in the playoff, you might make it one out of 10 times.  So I hit it a little 
softer than I wanted to but good enough to have a fairly short tap-in putt to win. 

Q.  Cristie, do you remember the year and the last tournament that your father did 
see you win before today?

CRISTIE KERR:  Junior golf, junior golf.  He's had both knees replaced, he travels a lot 
with his wife all over the world and, you know, it was just good to be able to get on the 
same schedule and get him here.  It was just great.

Q.  You said the 5-iron on the first playoff hole was the best shot you hit of the 
day.  Might the second best shot you hit have been your approach at 15 in 
regulation?

CRISTIE KERR:  Definitely, that was a beautiful hybrid.  You know, I hit a great putt 
there, too, and I barely hit it hard enough to keep it on the line and it lipped out on the 
low side.  But I was really just proud of the way I tried to just tend and take care of my 
own game today, especially with Suzann.  She likes to try and intimidate people out 
there, but I'm not really that easily intimidated so I just took care of my own game. 

Q.  How does she try to intimidate people?

CRISTIE KERR:  I don't know, she just tries to, like, stare down the shots.  She does 
her own thing, so do I.  We know each other well enough to know that we're not going to 
intimidate each other out there. 

Q.  So who is more intimidating, you or Suzann?

CRISTIE KERR:  I don't know, I probably shouldn't have said that.  She's a great 
competitor.  She's a fierce competitor.  She's amazing to play with, and in Solheim she's 
fierce.  You can never count her out, you can never -- I can't say enough about her, 
she's a great player.
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Q.  Can you talk a little bit about your dad's role in your life, growing up, traveling 
with you the first few years on Tour and how that's evolved? 

CRISTIE KERR:  Definitely both my parents were heavily involved in helping me 
become who I am.  My mom was kind of the one that stayed at home and took care of 
all the financial stuff and took care of all the stuff at home.  She didn't really like flying 
that much, being on airplanes.  Some people get scared of flying.  

And my dad was the one that traveled with me up until a couple years on Tour and I just 
said, hey, I've got to go and I've got to do it on my own.  My dad's been a schoolteacher 
for over 30 years and literally just retired in the last couple years and he's had more time 
to travel and come out to tournaments, so this is a dream come true for the both of us.

Q.  When did you start walking in your putts, like at what age did you start doing 
that?

CRISTIE KERR:  I don't know, probably a very young age.  I'm not sure.

Q.  How many times has your dad been to a tournament that you played?

CRISTIE KERR:  Oh, bunches of times.  In the last couple years, not so many because 
he's had both knees replaced, but a lot, a lot of tournaments.

Q.  Had you ever contended before with him there?

CRISTIE KERR:  Yeah, yeah, I finished -- God, I can't even remember the last time in 
the last couple years when he came.  I would have to go back and look at that.  But yes, 
I have contended.

Q.  Wanting him to see you win, had that become a stumbling block for you?  Was 
that something that would kind of get in your head and work on you a little bit?

CRISTIE KERR:  Well, I tried not to let it bother me or get in my head or put extra 
pressure on myself.  I thought about it a little bit more like before I hit that first putt in the 
playoff, 1st hole.  I thought about it a little bit more and I got a little emotional.  Maybe 
that's why I pushed it and didn't make it.  But the second time I was going to make sure, 
okay, I can think about that after, let's take care of what we've got to take care of right 
now.  Emotions are good, though.  We need emotions to play good.

Q.  How far was that first putt on the first playoff hole?

CRISTIE KERR:  Maybe five, six feet.

Q.  (inaudible) 

CRISTIE KERR:  The first one?  You mean the putt that I didn't get to the hole?
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Q.  Yeah.

CRISTIE KERR:  I don't know, maybe 22, 23 feet and I think I had about two feet left.  It 
was just really quick, and the chip that I hit in regulation got really by the hole and I 
didn't want to -- especially where she putted, I didn't want to run it by the hole and have 
a squeaker coming back.

Q.  Where and what did your dad teach, and I understand he's a Vietnam veteran, 
is that right?

CRISTIE KERR:  He is, he's a Vietnam vet.  He's in the room, you can ask him about it.  
Yeah, I'm lucky to be here.  Out of 250 men in his company, I think 50 or 60 died the first 
year in Vietnam, so I'm lucky to be here at all.  What was the first question?  Oh, 
schoolteacher in Kendall, Miami.  He taught like not middle school, 5th, 6th grade for 
most of his career.

Q.  Cristie, you mentioned this right away, the fact that you had to make so many 
saving pars.  What was going on with your game, you know, before the green, and 
does that actually make the victory better because you had to mentally tough it 
out the way you did?

CRISTIE KERR:  Yeah, it definitely makes it really sweet because I definitely didn't have 
the swing today until the end of the round.  Just couldn't stay centered, just moving a 
little quick, a little quick with my transition, maybe a little extra adrenaline been in the 
final round.  That's happened before.  When you're hitting it really well and like Suzann 
was, it's getting a lot of birdie opportunities, so when you have to make a lot of those 
par-saving putts, it's do or die, whatever it takes.  I've won all sorts of different ways 
and this is definitely one of the sweeter ones because I didn't have the A game today 
and my mental game, you know, kept me in there and kept the momentum kind of going 
in the right direction and I just hung around until, you know, I could find a better swing 
and start hitting it a little better coming in.

Q.  What did you tell your father when you hugged?

CRISTIE KERR:  I mean, I think we just kind of cried and we were just really happy.  I 
just said, you know, it's not only my day today, but it's his day.  It was really great.

Q.  As far as I understand, this tournament doesn't have a sponsor next year, so 
it's kind of up in the air.  We may be looking at the Cristie Kerr Invitational?   

CRISTIE KERR:  If I put all the money that I've won in this tournament together, maybe.  
Gosh, I don't know, I just love it here.  This tournament deserves to be here and it 
deserves to be on our schedule.  Please write some nice things about Xanterra and all 
the other sponsors that helped.  It just deserves to be a premier event and it is in my 
mind obviously.  Everybody loves the golf course and where it is, you know.  It would be 
great if we could get another sponsor to step up.
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MODERATOR:  All right.  Number 16, you have a lot of big-time wins.  Where does this 
one rank or how special is this coming late enough in your career being one of the 
veterans on Tour? 

CRISTIE KERR:  35-year old veteran, okay.  They're all really special and they're all 
really different.  This is really sweet.

MODERATOR:  All right, anybody else?  Well, congratulations.  Thanks for coming in.
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