
INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  SUZANN PETTERSEN
Friday, May 3, 2013

MODERATOR:  I'd like to welcome in Suzann Pettersen, 2-under today, 5-under for 
the week.  Take us through your round, pretty good position heading into the weekend.  
Feel good with two rounds left to play?

SUZANN PETTERSEN:  Yeah, I think I'm pretty happy with how it turned out today.  It 
was going to be a tough day, conditions were a little harder than yesterday.  I saw the 
average score is probably a little bit higher than it was yesterday.  Started off and just 
plugged along, played smart.  Yardages doesn't really matter, it's really about just 
controlling the spin, and it's getting cold out there to finish this late.

MODERATOR:  I saw your huge blowup picture in the hallway, in the clubhouse, former 
champ, a couple years younger.  

SUZANN PETTERSEN:  Wrinkles.

MODERATOR:  But coming back here as a former champ and coming back to 
anywhere where you've won before, is that harder for you knowing that you've played 
well here and so your expectations kind of heighten up, or do good memories just kind 
of come through knowing that you have the opportunity to play well? 

SUZANN PETTERSEN:  No, I don't think being a past champion at courses we come 
back to is any different than to a course you haven't won on.  Obviously certain courses 
might suit your eye better than others.  This is definitely one of -- probably the best 
course we play all year and I think you can see how past champions have been great 
ball strikers, good golfers, and I'm glad I was able to put my name on that list on this 
course back in '07.  I've grown a lot since then, even though it feels like it was 
yesterday.  It was a great way to kick off my career here on the LPGA and just happy to 
be in contention once again here, feeling very good.

MODERATOR:  Cristie said she's a much different player from when she won and Inbee 
said the last time she played here she's very different.  What do you think's most 
different from your game when you won back in 2007 then to this year? 

SUZANN PETTERSEN:  Well, I think it's very similar.  I think my mentality is very much 
the same.  Obviously you've grown over the years and you get more experience, but I 
think the actual playing mode for me is very similar.  It's offensive hitting the shots that 
I'm seeing and not kind of backing off and that is what kind of keeps me in this game 
and this is what I love to do.  I don't like to play away from the pins, but obviously on a 
day like today you've got to play smart, you've got to pick the right club at the right time 
with the right gusts, and today was a day where you could easily have taken yourself 
out of the pack but I decided to do the other thing so I closed the gap a few. 
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Q.  You said that you kind of have to manage yourself, it sounds like, on a day like 
today when the conditions are like they are.  Angela and Stacy, when they 
finished the morning, they said it's going to be brutal out there and for most 
people it was.  How did you learn to manage it as well as you did today?

SUZANN PETTERSEN:  Well, first of all, I think the range is probably one of the most 
exposed places out there.  Then you've got No. 10 and No. 18.  Once you kind of get 
into the woods, it's actually a little better.  As gusty as it might feel around the clubhouse 
in the open kind of spots it's more manageable around the course.  It's playing a little bit 
longer.  Well, I'm glad Stacy and Angela thought it was going to be a nightmare out 
there.  It wasn't that bad.  

I like it when it's tough, it's very challenging.  Like I said, you can't really back off, you 
can't really bail out.  Once you decide on a club, you've got to hit the shot you're seeing, 
otherwise you could be three clubs short or two clubs long.  For me it just sharpens my 
focus a lot.  Yeah, got to try and take advantage of the birdie looks that you have.  I 
started off really well, I started off with a good look on 10, 11, 12, and then finally 
dropped on 13, so patience and kind of being aggressive at the right moment is 
probably the key around this golf course today. 

Q.  Do you think not letting the conditions get to you mentally gives you an 
advantage over a lot of players?

SUZANN PETTERSEN:  Well, all you can do is play what the course gives you.  I think 
the conditions have been fairly similar all day.  I don't think there was an advantage 
playing early, I don't think there was any less wind in the afternoon.  Overall I think it's 
been pretty equal conditions for the entire field.  So, I mean, you can decide to take your 
way out of it by losing it and kind of get upset with the conditions, but I try to just 
embrace it and grow stronger on it.

Q.  Still putting with the eyes closed?

SUZANN PETTERSEN:  Yeah, me and Stevie.  Stevie had a decent day on the job 
today. 

Q.  Tell the guys here who might not know that when you started in Hawaii --

SUZANN PETTERSEN:  Well, it started at Kraft actually.  I don't know if that's much fun 
to know, but I putt with my eyes closed.

MODERATOR:  And you used to in 2007 and you got away from it and came back.

SUZANN PETTERSEN:  I don't remember if I actually did that when I played here in 
'07.  I started that year.  I think I started in the fall in 2007.  It's something that I do when 
I practice a lot.  Obviously I practice quite a few hours, so it's not a thing that I change 
when I go out on the course.  I feel very comfortable with it.  I feel actually a lot, what 
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can I say, I feel freer when I close my eyes.  Once I close my eyes, I just have to trust 
what I've seen and trust the feel and the speed and start praying.

Q.  When do you shut your eyes in the process? 

SUZANN PETTERSEN:  Well, once I'm lined up, settled in, yeah, just before I start 
stroking it.  You should try it, it works.  It could help your game.  It's helped my game.

Q.  I understand you don't just go out there and start shutting your eyes while 
you're putting in competition.  Like you said, you practiced that and you work on 
it, then you take it to the course during competition.  But the first time you do that 
in a round in competition, you said in the fall 2007, that has to scare the hell out 
of you to think, is this actually going to work?  Or had you worked on it so much 
at that point it just was -- you were determined to do it and that's what you're 
going to do?

SUZANN PETTERSEN:  Well, first step number one, don't ever be scared on the golf 
course.  Step number two, trust what you do, and if you practice enough, it feels natural.  
So for me, like I said, it's nothing -- I mean, I even chip with my eyes closed.  All you're 
trying to do is a motion, like you're doing whatever motion you've been working on.  It's 
automatic.  It sits right in your fingers.  I did it in '07, I putted really well, I won five 
tournaments.  Then it's like if your back hurts and you go to the doctor and you start 
doing all the exercises, you feel better, you stop doing the exercises and the same thing 
I did.  I felt now I can open my eyes again because now I putt well.  On a good day 
that's okay, but on the average day it's not good enough for me.  

So I started -- I mean, I tried a lot of different things through the last six years to see if I 
can knock in a few more putts because I feel like that's where I can actually take 
advantage of my game and kind of improve the most and it would make a difference.  
And I mean, going through a little different ways to putt, try to feel more free, tie to be 
less technical, be more natural.  You name it, I've tried it.  And it's not like I've never 
been a great putter.  I've made great putts, big putts at the right moment in the past, but 
I feel like on the average day it hasn't been good enough and that's what separates me 
from winning and finishing in the Top 5, Top 10.  

So ever since we were at Kia at Carlsbad, I said, you know what, I'm just going to go 
back to what I know and what I trust and it's been really good since.  I tell you, the 
hardest things are the really short ones.  You just expect to go over and take the ball out 
of the hole.  Well, for me it's a very calming feel. 

Q.  You said you went through a lot of different things to experiment with some 
different techniques before you got to the closing your eyes.  Did you talk to 
somebody about that?  Was there something that suggested that or was it --

SUZANN PETTERSEN:  Well, it was something I worked on with my coach at the time.  
There's a lot of athletes -- I mean, Nick Faldo played a couple tournaments with his 
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eyes closed.  You've seen pictures of Michael Jordan throwing free throws with his -- I 
mean, all you do, it's automatic.  It's not like you look how hard do I have to hit it.  If you 
have a piece of paper and you toss it at the bin, you don't think how hard, it's just a 
natural motion.  

Q.  Muscle memory?

SUZANN PETTERSEN:  Yeah.  If you practice enough, it's no problem.  

MODERATOR:  Any other questions?  

SUZANN PETTERSEN:  Don't do it on the green all at the same time, it'll be chaos.  
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