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Thursday, May 2, 2013

MODERATOR:  All right.  I'd like to welcome in Cristie Kerr.  Nice round today, 66, great 
start.  Two-time winner here, the only two-time winner here.  Obviously you've been a 
huge advocate of this place, this course.  Just talk about returning here and how happy 
you are to get a good start.

CRISTIE KERR:  It's great to be back in Kingsmill, and you know, if you walk around 
and you see the crowds out there, you really understand why people love their golf here 
and they love the LPGA and just so happy to be here.  I love this place, it's no secret.  I 
got off to great start today, I was able to really get into my shots out there and I made a 
lot of birdies.

MODERATOR:  New putter recently, you changed it up a little bit.

CRISTIE KERR:  Well, actually it's not a new putter.  It's actually the putter I won -- the 
particular putter I won the LPGA by 12 with.  I had a funny thing on Twitter that I was 
bringing sexy back. 

MODERATOR:  So it's the old putter that you -- 

CRISTIE KERR:  Yeah, it's the exact one.  I flip flop between the Marksman and the 
2-ball, I always have.  You've got to go with whatever works.

MODERATOR:  It's the Marksman now? 

CRISTIE KERR:  Yeah. 

MODERATOR:  Questions for Cristie?

Q.  Cristie, it's early yet but you're one of two golfers in the house thus far that's 
birdied both 17 and 18.  Are you one that kind of is able to sort of carry 
momentum, a big momentum swing like that that you can get potentially get from 
birdieing the last two holes to the next day, or do you sort of compartmentalize 
around and try to forget about it and just move on? 

CRISTIE KERR:  I don't think you ever want to forget your good stuff that's happening 
out there, you try to forget the bad stuff.  But yeah, momentum's always the thing that 
you want to try and have.  Tomorrow's a new day, though, new feel, how you're feeling.  
You try and carry over the play from today into tomorrow as best you can.

Q.  How dicey was the wind out there, or not a factor at all?
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CRISTIE KERR:  It was really strong when we first started and then, you know, kind of 
toward the tail end of the front nine it seemed to die down a little and then picked back 
up, so it was kind of coming and going all day.  What was good was the wind direction 
was fairly consistent.  Sometimes on the 4th and 5th hole it can really swirl around and 
it can be hard to tell what it's doing.  It stayed pretty consistent out there as far as one 
direction so that was at least a good thing.

Q.  And how does the putter you won the LPGA by 12 strokes with end up in the 
garage?

CRISTIE KERR:  It doesn't listen to me.  You know, I really never tried a whole lot of 
new kinds of putters because I know from going to the studio and testing other putters 
that the mallet style is the style that works the best for me.  Sometimes you've got to 
change up your feel or sometimes you can't aim -- I was finding I couldn't really aim the 
2-ball quite as well as I had in the past, so you switch it.  I'm sure I'll go to the 2-ball 
eventually again.  They're both very similar putters as far as the way they're balanced 
and they're weighted.  It's kind of an alignment thing, the switch.  So they both have the 
same type of insert as well, so really not drastically a different feel. 

Q.  Six birdies but you only birdied one of the three par 5s.  Did you have long 
putts on those par 5s?  Are they tough to score on?

CRISTIE KERR:  Well, the 3rd hole, par 5, the wind was kind of tricky at the green and I 
actually thought I hit the shot the way I wanted to but it ended up being on the back 
fringe with a tricky first putt.  Trying to think of the rest of the par 5s.  I birdied 7, and 
then obviously on 15 you saw what happened.  I mean, I could have hit on the green 
easy and just made a really bad swing at it down and just wanted to try to get a putt at 
birdie, and I did that and ended up making par there.  There's only one par 5 on the 
back, correct?  There you go.  So one of them the wind was a little weird there and one 
of them I birdied and one obviously I was happy to make par, so there you go. 

Q.  Looking at the leaderboard all day and see Ariya just jumped out right at the 
start and just kept going.  Have you played with her, do you know a bunch about 
her or just what her game is like? 

CRISTIE KERR:  Yeah, I have played with her.  She's pretty long.  She's the younger 
sister, correct?  She's very long.  She's a really nice kid, really, really nice kid.  She's 
going to be a great addition to our Tour when she obviously gets her card full time.  She 
hits it really long and she just kind of aims at the pin and fires it there, and that did end 
up hurting her -- she shoots a lot of very low rounds is what I found and she's got a 
great game.  That style of play did end up hurting her in Thailand this year because had 
she laid up, she probably would have won the tournament easily, so a little bit of youth 
there.  I played with her the next week in Singapore and she goes, Did you see what 
happened last week?  I go, Yeah.  She goes (noise) like that.  I go, Yeah, you're young, 
you'll have plenty of chances.  She's a great player.
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