
INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  PAULA CREAMER
Wednesday, May 1, 2013

MODERATOR:  We'd like to welcome Paula Creamer into the interview room.  Thanks 
for joining us.  You've been one of the most vocal supporters of this venue, a place 
you've played really well at, a place you kind of hold close to your heart.  Talk about 
being back here and how good it feels to be back in the Rolex Rankings now.

PAULA CREAMER:  This is one of my favorite stops, they just know how to do it here.  
Everybody that works here, whether it's in the locker room, the clubhouse, even the 
person at the front gate, they're just so welcoming, so nice and it's all the little things.  
The golf course is in just immaculate shape, it's so well taken care of.  Obviously it's a 
little bit wet this year, but just looking at it, it's beautiful.  It's a fun, fun golf course.  Like I 
said, when you can come back to a place that just really loves golf and loves women's 
golf, you kind of embrace it so much more.

MODERATOR:  I remember you saying last year you were so surprised about how 
many people came out on Monday morning for a few players to watch the playoff but 
they came out in crowds.  I saw a pretty big crowd today just at the pro-am.  Talk about 
the support here with fans that, like you said, are a very knowledgeable, passionate fan 
base. 

PAULA CREAMER:  I think what you said, the knowledgeable part.  They just really 
understand golf here and they understand good shots and things like that.  That's really 
nice.  I've seen a lot of the same faces out here.  The fact that they do so much also 
with the First Tee and bringing in the kids and I had a little girl walk with me for 18 holes 
today.  It's just really nice that they can just match everything together and kind of just 
show the game of golf, and the fans and the people here of Williamsburg support that.

MODERATOR:  Now, you're coming back here, you played well here, you've come very 
close as we all know.  Did you think, "I don't really want to see 18," or how does the 
mindset come back in obviously being so close and coming through one of the most 
memorable finishes on LPGA --

PAULA CREAMER:  I played the front nine yesterday so today was the first time I've 
seen 18 since last year.  I saw it so many times, I don't think I need a practice round on 
that hole ever again.  But it's nice, it's good memories.  I guess the interesting part 
about it was I obviously had a chance to win it just in the outright play and I 3-putted, so 
I putted that putt a couple times today.  Those are the things that yeah, I did, it was 
memorable, a long playoff, that kind of thing, but I had the opportunity just to win it 
outright and I think more about that really than I do the playoff.

MODERATOR:  Just talk about the state of the LPGA now.  Inbee has gotten a grasp on 
1, she's kind of playing lights out right now but healthy competition, which has kind of 
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been the storyline recently with the Top 10 or so players kind of taking control of the 
Tour.  Talk about that competition and how, you said it before, how it drives everybody to 
try for that No. 1 spot.

PAULA CREAMER:  Well, Inbee's been playing great.  I played junior golf with Inbee, 
so I've known her for a very long time and we did go head to head in junior golf as well 
when we were 14, 15 years old.  She was like that then, too.  When her putter gets hot, 
she just has so much confidence and that's what's happening right now with her.  It's fun 
to see people that you grew up with play well.  Obviously I wish I was right there in her 
shoes, but at the same time she's making me play better.  Anybody that you're 
constantly in contention, you know that they work hard and she's just in such a great 
place in her life outside of golf too and it's nice to see that and hopefully she's enjoying 
the ride that she's on right now.

MODERATOR:  Word on the street, you had a hole-in-one yesterday.  Run us through 
that, a couple days early unfortunately. 

PAULA CREAMER:  On No. 5 yesterday, hole-in-one, 6 iron.  Drinks were on me last 
night, so it was good.  It was great.  It was my third one.  We were talking about it today 
how one of my strengths is my ball striking and my irons and it's only my third one, and 
actually two of them have come in the last year.  The other one was when I was 16, so 
now hopefully they'll just keep coming.  The one on 17 is for the cruise, so I'm hoping I 
can dial it in on that hole.

MODERATOR:  You finished last week pretty strong with a good final round.  Talk about 
just your game, what you're specifically pleased with and how you feel coming into this 
week.

PAULA CREAMER:  Well, I've had some good Sunday finishes that's -- I had a good 
Sunday finish in Hawaii, played well the last three days in Texas, had a rough first day.  
My golf swing hasn't been quite what I've been wanting it to be, my ball striking hasn't 
been as good, but my coach David Whelan's out this week, which is great to have him 
out here, and hopefully kind of get things dialed in a little bit more than what they have 
been and I can be in contention all four days and not just have a good solid weekend.  
It's coming.  Like I keep saying, golf's a marathon, it's not a sprint.  Just trying to pace 
myself with things and hopefully I'll get in the winner's circle as soon as I can. 

Q.  Paula, you mentioned about your love for the course and the great turnout last 
year.  Off the heels of that memorable playoff, what will it mean to win this year at 
Kingsmill?

PAULA CREAMER:  It would be great.  Just coming back here, I have so much family 
that lives around here so they all come out Thursday, Friday, and the weekend a bunch 
more come out.  It's really nice.  Like I've said, I've had so much support with the fans 
here and they've just really have been behind me ever since I came out my rookie year 
here.  That's really nice to see and to have.  I have great memories with my grandpa 
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here so I'm always kind of in a peaceful place when I come just because of those great 
times when he got to watch me here.

Q.  When you look on the list of winners here, it's pretty amazing the caliber of 
player.  What's that say about this course?

PAULA CREAMER:  It just shows that the top players rise, or they come to the top.  It's 
a demanding golf course.  It's not the most narrow -- the rough, things like that, it's not 
very penalizing but at the same time you have to hit the ball in the right spot certain 
doglegs, things like that.  You have to be a great putter.  There's undulations out there 
but they're slight.  You have to be able to play this golf course many times.  It comes 
down to making birdies.  We haven't played in this time of year for a while here and it's a 
completely different golf course.  It's playing long, it's really wet.  I've hit more long irons 
and woods into par 4s here than I think I have, jeez, in forever.  Last year so dry, so 
much firmer, reaching some of the par 5s.  Now, like I said, it's a completely different 
track and I think that the scores will show that, but hopefully we can get some good 
weather and it can dry up a little bit.

Q.  Paula, you mentioned your grandfather.  Around this time last year you were 
dealing with a lot of things, I know, and one of those things was the loss of your 
grandfather and some swing changes you were going through also.  Was that the 
grandfather that you lost that you mentioned had come out to this course with 
you a few times?

PAULA CREAMER:  Yeah.

Q.  It's not something you just get over overnight, I know, but how long did it kind 
of take you to sort of internalize that and maybe deal with it a little bit, and have 
you undergone any swing changes this year and how is the swing at this point?

PAULA CREAMER:  It's hard to talk about my grandpa because he just meant so much 
to me.  Yeah, it's been a hard year.  I just lost my grandma at Easter.  People forget you 
also live in a real world, too, and dealing with things like that, it's hard.  It is, it's very 
difficult, and when you are in the public eye trying to deal with certain things like that 
and trying to play golf against the best players in the world and trying to get better, 
learning how to handle all of that is something that I've been getting pretty good at, 
trying not to show too much emotion with it.  

It's a part of life, everybody goes through things like that, and I'm not over it, I don't think 
I ever will be.  I miss him very much and I myself my grandma.  Everybody has stories 
like that, but he was just so involved in my life.  And when I do come back to places like 
this and when I go to Rochester, when I played in Corning, things like that, it's hard.  It is 
peaceful, like I said, but it's also something that in a sense you don't really know what to 
expect and those are the things that people don't get to really see or to know about.

Q.  (inaudible) 
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PAULA CREAMER:  No, it was my mom's mom.

Q.  Did playing 18 repeatedly last year become monotonous and are you glad that 
they've changed the playoff format for this year?

PAULA CREAMER:  Well, playing it eight times, yeah, it was, to that back pin.  I was 
actually, I don't know, upset's not really the word but I'm just confused about why we 
didn't go back and play it again on Monday.  I still kind of question that to this day, why 
didn't we switch it on the fifth time we played it, something like that.  Why did we all of a 
sudden change it that day.  But those aren't decisions that I make and now it's written in 
big bold letters what holes the playoffs are on and I think every tournament after this 
one now has a strategic plan for playoff holes, so I think we changed a lot of ways that 
tournament directors and associations to look at events.  But it was eight times on that 
hole and I think I hit it within five yards every single time.  It was, but that's just the way it 
is and it will go down in history and it's unfortunate I didn't win it.

Q.  Talking to Marty, he was saying the Tour prefers to vary playoff holes because 
they don't want one hole to favor a particular player who might hit a draw or a 
fade over the other.  Did you feel at a particular competitive advantage or 
disadvantage with Jiyai on that hole last year?

PAULA CREAMER:  No, I don't think so.  It's a good hole, you're just waiting -- it's not 
a birdie hole, not with that pin.  The other pins, sure, but not with that one.  It was who 
was going to make a mistake first, and we both kept getting up and down and making 
some good lag putts.  But I think looking back on it there were different ways that we 
could have done it maybe, but that's playing against Jiyai is match play and it was her 
versus me and who was going to win is going to win. 

Q.  You alluded to Rochester in your comments a little earlier there.  Going into 
this year, similar to last year, there's a lot of mystery as to whether it's going to be 
the last time you're going to play there because the sponsorship deal is very 
much in flux.  Just share your opinion what would happen if that tournament is 
no longer, if you guys don't go back to Rochester after 37 years, the last four 
being a Major?

PAULA CREAMER:  Well, hopefully we won't have to go through that, but Wegmans 
has been an unbelievable supporter of women's golf and it would be incredibly sad.  
There's just the fans are one of a kind there.  It's a great golf course, it's a great venue, 
and hopefully they can all figure something out and we can come back because it would 
be missed greatly on our Tour.

Q.  I know I've asked you this about five years in a row, but I know it's one of your 
favorite places, you've been very public about that.  Are you getting tired of not 
winning the golf tournament there?

PAULA CREAMER:  Getting tired of not winning just in general, but yeah, like I said, I'm 
so competitive with everything and doesn't matter what I do, I want to be the best at it 
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and I want to win.  Rochester, I have come very close and it's been tough not to have 
won there.  The golf course is just perfect for my game.  It's very much kind of like this 
golf course, you've got to hit it in the right spots in the fairway, you've got to hit it in the 
right parts of the green and you've got to think your way around, be aggressive when 
you can, take your par and move on in certain spots.  Hopefully maybe this will be the 
year, I don't know.  You can't really say why haven't you done this, why haven't you 
done that, someone's always played just a little bit better than I have and hopefully this 
year I can be that person.

Q.  You mentioned not winning in a while.  How you do you react to that and how 
do you deal with that?

PAULA CREAMER:  I just say it like that, "I haven't won in a while."  I haven't and I'm 
reminded of that constantly and I know.  It's not like I don't know I haven't held a trophy 
in my hand for a couple years.  

You know, I think for a while there I thought about it way too much and I'm just trying to 
become a better player for myself, trying to get out there and do what I know I can do.  
Like I said, it's been an incredibly hard year for me like I said emotionally.  David, my 
coach, and I, we've been working just so hard on my golf swing and it's getting so much 
better, which is great to see the progress.  But even with Colin and I, this is our ninth 
year together and we've been grinding it out, trying to figure it out as well.  Just have to 
work harder, have to make more putts, have to hit more greens and be in the winner's 
circle.  Sounds easy, right?  But going out and doing it is a little bit different. 

Q.  I actually saw on Twitter yesterday where you hit that hole-in-one.  What club 
did you hit.

PAULA CREAMER:  I hit a little 6 iron.  Yeah, it was nice.  Last year actually in the 
practice round I holed out on 9 with my 5-iron.  So this year now I have a hole-in-one, 
I'm like, one better than we did last year, so maybe we'll do one better than, you know, 
and we'll get first place this year. 

Q.  Just to follow up on the question I asked earlier about some of the swing 
changes you went through last year, from my understanding it was a lot of work 
off the tee with the driver and sort of tightening up your irons.  Have you 
continued to tweak this year or are those things that you have kind of worked on 
from that point and not changed at all?  And also, have you undergone any club 
switches or changes?

PAULA CREAMER:  Yeah, pretty much yes to all of those questions.  I have definitely 
done a lot of driver work, constantly working on my irons, just trying not to get as flat.  I 
really didn't take much time off in the off season, I just wanted to kind of keep it going 
from the hard work that we've been doing.  Yes, you have to get away and get your 
brain kind of back to normal, but I also didn't want to get too far away with what we were 
working on.  Last year I think was great because I did take it to the golf course and now 
I'm a lot more confident with that and I've had some great ball striking weeks.  When I'm 
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on the road, sometimes it goes back a little bit, it reverts back like anything does, and 
having David out here like I said was great.  But I switched almost all of my clubs in my 
bag, brand new irons, driver, 3-wood, 5-wood, the same 7-wood, the same wedges, 
and I think that that is something that you have to go through, too.  I think it's only 
helping me, that's definitely not hurting me.

Q.  Paula, you mentioned the frustration of not winning.  Is it now more mental?  
How do you kind of like mentally get that out of your system and not focus so 
much on not winning for a long time and just focus on doing what you have to do 
to get back to the winner's circle?

PAULA CREAMER:  I have a lot of short-term goals.  I've always been very goal 
oriented with everything that I've done.  My long-term goals, my intermediate, my short 
term, things like that and kind of what I need to get back on, and that's the mentality that 
my team and I have right now is just focusing on on the things that I can control.  I can 
think my way around a golf course a little bit better, there's certain ways that I can try 
and eliminate mistakes.  Really, just like I said, trusting my golf swing.  These are 
changes that hopefully in five, six years I can look back on and be like it was the 
greatest thing I've ever done.  Is it the hardest thing?  A hundred percent.  Why would 
you want to fix something that wasn't broken?  But I really feel that I'll look back at this, 
these couple of years, and I'll say, yeah, this is why we did it.  You've just kind of got to 
jump over some hurdles here and there and you'll get through it.

MODERATOR:  Any other questions?  All right, thanks, good luck this week.
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