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MODERATOR:  All right.  Well, I'd like to welcome in Rolex Rankings No. 7 and our 
defending champ this week, Jiyai Shin.  Jiyai, thanks for joining us.  Welcome back.  
Obviously a place you have a very close affection for in your heart here being defending 
champ.  Just how do you feel to be back and how happy are you to be back at 
Kingsmill?

JIYAI SHIN:  Well, I can't believe it's already years ago.  So I'm really happy to be back 
here.  And I played this morning and when I walking on the 18th hole I have like a big 
image of the 18th hole because of last year, final day.  I played it nine times, that hole.  
So last year was a great competition with Paula, so each hole I remember about how I 
feel and how I shot.  So it feels like very fresh to be here. 

MODERATOR:  Talk about that experience.  Obviously you were probably involved in 
one of the most exciting finishes on the LPGA.  Has that playoff ever come back into 
your mind at any other tournament, or does it haunt you at all or does it come back as a 
good memory for you?  And how has that playoff kind of played since it was only a year 
ago? 

JIYAI SHIN:  Well, it's definitely a good memory for me because I won.  I've never 
played in nine holes playoff, so that's why it was a great experience.  And I was really 
hungry for the win at the time.  And also Paula, she also very hungry for win because 
we didn't win last couple years.  So I can feel about my passion for a win, and when I 
look at her, she also, she fought very consistently for her plays.  So it was a really big 
memory about the competition.

MODERATOR:  Talk about coming back as the defending champion.  Do you thrive in 
that situation?  Do you bring it back and have it as a confidence booster?  Do you think 
it's more of a pressure knowing you can play well at this course?  What does that kind of 
mindset do for you?

JIYAI SHIN:  Well, I have a good confidence this week because last year I hit it 9-under 
par on the first day.  So I'm pretty sure I know about the greens and all the condition at 
this course.  But definitely the weather is a little bit different because last year we played 
in September, but this year we're playing May.  Green and fairways are much softer 
than last year and pretty wet at the moment.  I know the weekend is really good 
weather, so it can change a little bit.  But at this moment it's pretty wet, so I need to hit 
more harder with my driver.

MODERATOR:  Gain some yards?

JIYAI SHIN:  Yes.
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MODERATOR:  Now, you've had some injuries in your career where you've gone 
through rehab, take some time off, but you've always seem to come back stronger.  You 
come back off of these injuries that some people -- might hinder their performance or 
take a while to come back.  You had a back issue a couple weeks ago that's been 
tinkering.  What's the deal with your health?  How are you feeling?  And how are you 
managing that?

JIYAI SHIN:  Well, I'm 25 this year, but I don't know, my body feels getting injuries.  So I 
feel I'm still young, but my body is not.  Well, yeah, I got -- I had a back problem like 
months ago, since from the Kia -- no, Kraft Nabisco Championship.  So after finish, I 
take a couple weeks break.  So I feel really good now.  I feel really good and feel ready 
to go.  And I played last week, so I think it was good warming up.  And last week was 
really special on Sunday because it was my birthday and I played by myself on the first 
tee.  So I felt like so alone, but it was a fun day.  And then I came back to here, so it was 
a long day but I really, I'm very happy to be back here on Sunday.
 
MODERATOR:  Good.  Any questions for Jiyai?  

Q   Jiyai, you talked about last year's playoff plan.  They did change the format 
this year.  You're going to play -- if there's a playoff, they play 18 three times and 
then go to 16, 17, 18.  Do you prefer that format?  Did it get monotonous for you 
and Paula last year playing 18 so many times in a row?

JIYAI SHIN:  Probably.  I think so.  Because 18 hole is really tough to make the birdie, 
even the back corner pin location.  So I think this is a good idea, but I worry one thing is 
lots of people, lots of gallery, they are around standing on the 18th hole.  So if we move 
back to 16, how many people come with us?  So that's -- I worry about the one thing, 
but I hope if I have a chance to win I don't want to play the playoff.  I already played the 
nine holes last year.  I think that's enough for a few years.   
 
Q   And also, you and Inbee have been playing so well this year and she won last 
week and has now won three times this year.  Can you talk a little bit about how 
she's been playing and elevating to No. 1 in the world?

JIYAI SHIN:  Well, I'm very impressed about her play.  And then last year I played with 
her at the British Open straight after this tournament.  I played a whole round, full whole 
round, and she played so good.  And then her swing tempo every time is the same.  
Even different weather or different condition, different lie, she doesn't care.  She just 
keep her swing tempo.  That's why she hit it pretty well.  And also her strength is putting.  
So she didn't make any bogeys.  Very hard to say that she made the bogeys.  So that's 
why she missed -- she make mistakes, she not make that.  So that's why she pretty 
good decisions.  So I got more inspired from her so I just keep practicing a lot.  So I 
think that's good for me too, so I just keep pushing myself.

Q   You mentioned putting being her strength.  Last I checked, you were leading 
the Tour in fairways hit driving accuracy.  What's been the key to you keeping the 
ball in the fairway so frequently this year? 
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JIYAI SHIN:  Well (inaudible) is very important because golf is a very tough game, we 
need everything.  But that's hard.  But definitely if I putting like her, I think I can make a 
couple more wins.  I think she's -- her putting is really nice. 

MODERATOR:  One last follow-up.  We talked about Inbee going up to No. 1.  There's 
been a couple different No. 1's.  You were there a couple years ago.  Just talk about 
being -- you're obviously in the Top 10, so obviously within striking distance, so you 
know what it takes to reach it.  Talk about the state of the Tour now with so many 
players in the mix, so many players competing with each other.  Like you said, everyone 
is pushing each other to be better.  There's not one truly dominant player.  Inbee is 
almost on her way, but talk about the current state of the Tour and competing within the 
Top 10 in the Rolex Rankings.

JIYAI SHIN:  Well, you're right, there's just so many players, a lot of chance to be No. 1, 
they're so close.  But at the moment, Inbee, she play so well, so I hope -- I think she 
take a pretty long time to be No. 1, but it's a lot of pressure about that spot.  So I was 
getting really big pressure, so like it make it a little bit hard to keep doing it about the 
focus.  Because when I'm playing and be No. 1, I was thinking I'm No. 1, I have to be 
perfect.  So that's why I make the pressure by myself.  I think all play is the same.  So I 
hope -- Inbee have a fiancee with her in traveling, so I think he help a lot for her, make 
it relaxed and lose the pressure.  That's good for her.  And also -- well, I think this year 
is a really good year for back to No. 1 because we have a five major tournament.  So I 
think she won already three times and then she had a good feeling, but I think still we 
have a lot of chance to be change, be No. 1, even me too.  

MODERATOR:  I'd say so.  All right.  Well, thanks for joining us.  Good luck this week.

JIYAI SHIN:  Thank you.  
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