
                                 

       

INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:   BRAD FAXON & JEFF SLUMAN
Sunday, April 28, 2013

DAVE SENKO:  Well, Jeff, and Brad, thanks for joining us.  23-under, 1-shot lead and 
each win $230,000 and 230 points in the Schwab Cub race as well as I believe two 
more years at Hualalai at the Mitsubishi Electric Championship.  As I mentioned to you, 
Jeff, when you were walking in, with this win you win over the $25 million mark on 
career earnings on Tour.  Maybe get us started, just talk about the win. 

JEFF SLUMAN:  I just have to say it's great to play with a friend like Brad.  I'm sure all 
the guys that played this week played with buddies, but we've gone back since 1983 on 
the regular Tour, we've had a lot of laughs, we've probably had some powerful type of 
conversations when our games were in the dumps, and to win with your buddy beating 
all the other guys; we played with Tom and Bernhard the last two days, obviously they 
coming in were probably the odds-on favorite.  I looked at Brad and he looked at me 
and said, you know, let's go out and do it and let's play well and let's just let it happen.  
So it's a dream come true to win with Brad for me.

BRAD FAXON:  It's really not that big a deal to me.

JEFF SLUMAN:  It's a big deal for me.

BRAD FAXON:  Really, I wonder what Langer's doing next year.  No, I think I told the 
story in the press room yesterday, Jeff called me up two years ago the day I turned 50 
and asked me what I was doing for the Liberty Legends and I was like, boy, I would love 
to play with you.  We kind of rehashed -- we've known each other since 1983 or maybe 
before and it's just fantastic.  I know Jeff's been one of the top players out on this Tour 
for a long time, on the regular Tour for a long time.  You don't win $25 million being a 
slouch.  

I think yesterday when we played with Bernhard and Tom we kind of watched them a 
little bit instead of playing our own games and we kind of got away yesterday with our 
worst day, I think, shooting 7-under yesterday.

JEFF SLUMAN:  6-under.

BRAD FAXON:  6-under yesterday with our first bogey ever.  That kind of kept us in the 
tournament not playing our best.  Today it was tough to shoot 7-under today, it was 
hard.  The wind blew hard, it blew out of a different direction.  The hole locations, 
especially particularly the back nine, were very difficult.  Hats off to Slu today because 
he held us together when I was falling apart and made some clutch, clutch putts.  He 
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putted like a champion.  His back's going to be a little sore tomorrow but I'm glad I was 
your partner, Slu.

DAVE SENKO:  How aware were you guys how crowded the leaderboard was?  At 
times there were five people tied for the lead, I think.

JEFF SLUMAN:  I took a couple of peaks.  I don't think Brad really did because he 
asked me coming down 18 where do we stand and I said unless Craig and Kirk were in 
the process of birdieing 17, I said I believe we're going to be 1-up.  That obviously 
turned out to be the case.

I felt like going into 16 I looked at the board, obviously if we had birdied two of the last 
three I thought we would be in very good shape because I knew how hard it was playing 
and to make three pars, which normally puts you in second places.

BRAD FAXON:  In this format easily.  When he walked up the 11th hole, I saw the 
leaderboard and there were eight teams tied for 1st, or we were right around there.  I 
didn't think when we turned, we turned at 4-under par, that that would have put us in 
the lead or close enough to it, so I just decided there's too much math, let's just play 
golf.

DAVE SENKO:  Do you want to take us through the birdies, what the shot sequence 
was, 3 and 4?

JEFF SLUMAN:  I hit a nice 3-iron on 3 to 25 feet.

BRAD FAXON:  You made a couple great long putts, and the 3rd hole wasn't a very 
birdiable hole today, into the wind.  

JEFF SLUMAN:  Oh, your wife's calling. 

BRAD FAXON:  Hey, how about that.  Stop bothering us, we're in the press room.  I'm 
just kidding, how are you.  

JEFF SLUMAN:  I hit a nice shot 25 feet and Brad read the putt and knocked it in.  
Then No. 4, we make birdie, right?  I had a nice drive out there and really couldn't hold 
the green.  Bernhard and Tom hit beautiful drives, hit irons in there and everybody's ball 
was going over and we just wanted to be chipping back into the wind there.  I hit a nice 
beautiful actual shot that frankly I didn't have that chip shot until the last couple months 
working with Brad.  I can't go into the long and short of it how to describe all the work 
he's done with me on my short game, but I couldn't possibly have imagined hitting that 
shot a couple of months ago, flip it up there about four feet and make it.  You know, from 
there Brad birdied 8 and 9, right?

BRAD FAXON:  What hole were you on?  So we parred -- you made a great 
par-saving putt on 6.  That hole was tough.  7, we both almost made birdie.  8, I kind of 
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got lucky.  We both hit good iron shots in there and I kind of made a putt, a 10-footer on 
the left edge of the hole, kind of wiggled in.  Probably hit my best two shots on 9 to 
about three feet, and another tough hole location.  That was a tough driving hole so that 
got us turned at 4-under.  I never thought that we were in the lead at that point.  I don't 
know if we were or not.

JEFF SLUMAN:  11, I hit two nice shots and then another shot that I've been struggling 
with from over the green chipping back up against the wind.  12 probably was the key 
hole really.  A nice actual 3-iron after I really hit a nice solid drive.  Hit 3-iron, and it was 
kind of funny because when we were on 10 I looked over and saw Frosty make this putt 
40 feet and they said Peter Senior made one from 70 feet there.  It's just kind of 
amazing what happens when you watch a couple other guys make it.  You say well, it 
must be an easy read or something.  We got up there, probably had 35 feet, which was 
actually a pretty good shot in there.  Brad read it right edge and gosh, I hit this thing and 
it went in just like a one-footer, just perfect.

Then the last birdie we made was on 14.  We both had nice chances on 13 and ran 
them over the edge.  I make a probably right-to-left eight-footer on 14.  We had good 
chances coming in, if you were watching on television, and hit good putts.

BRAD FAXON:  I don't think anybody would have thought four pars would have won the 
tournament coming in like that.  Slu really played great.  He made a couple unbelievable 
par savers on 16 down the hill sloping left to right.  That was a huge putt.  I just missed 
mine and we just kind of hung in there.  We hit beautiful iron shots into 17 and had 
legitimate chances there.  So it was great stuff.  He held it together like a wily old 
veteran.

JEFF SLUMAN:  I was sure glad it lipped out on 18, I don't know if I had another three- 
or four-footer left in me.

BRAD FAXON:  Nobody birdied 18 all day?

JEFF SLUMAN:  That's kind of shocking.

DAVE SENKO:  If you have a question, please raise your hand.

Q.  Congratulations, guys.  A couple quick things to ask you about, but last year 
in this tournament you guys finished tied for 3rd I think it was, just a couple 
strokes back.  I was thinking like when you room with a friend you think it's going 
to work and then it maybe doesn't always work.  Did last year tell you that your 
partnership could actually work because you actually -- you thought it would, 
but then you actually did it together last year and going into this year, you knew 
what you had to do? 

JEFF SLUMAN:  I knew right away before we even teed it up last year it was going to 
be a great partnership because we're both going to be prepared and we're both going to 

 www.tee-scripts.com 3

http://tee-scripts.com/transcripts/pga-champions-tour/liberty-mutual-legends-of-golf-2013/
http://tee-scripts.com/transcripts/pga-champions-tour/liberty-mutual-legends-of-golf-2013/


try hard and working on our game.  If we didn't play well, that's really all we expect of 
each other, you know?  We're going to give it our all and count them up after three days 
and see where we're at.  There's never like, we've got to finish Top 5 or anything or we 
have to have a good shot.  We're just out there playing.  If things happen, fine.  If they 
don't, we know we gave it our best and I think we both kind of had that attitude. 

BRAD FAXON:  When Jeff asked me, I said this is a perfect marriage of us because I 
said yesterday too, it's not like we're going to get mad at each other if either one of us 
doesn't play well.  I know he's going to try his hardest, I'm going to try my hardest.

Q.  Who was ready with the -- it was whipped cream, I assume? 

BRAD FAXON:  I think it was whipped cream.  He did it to me two years ago.

Q.  Was that Insperity? 

BRAD FAXON:  Yes.  He thinks a lot quicker than I do, and when he did that to me it 
was on Golf Channel and then when we finished somebody came up with the great idea 
of doing that back to him and it was perfect.  My mind was spinning so I wouldn't have 
been able to remember that. 

Q.  On 18 when it lipped out you did kind of a memorable Superman flying kind of 
move? 

JEFF SLUMAN:  There's some ugly moves on that green, let me tell you, and I've seen 
them all actually so far in the last couple years.

BRAD FAXON:  Well, Slu kind of has that little scoop thing he does when he hits a putt 
that looks like it's going in and I was kind of doing the same thing.  I kind of got, I moved 
a little to the right, the ball was breaking left, it looked perfect from my angle, and then I 
think I fell because of how it lipped out, not because it lipped out.  I'd love to see that 
again on slow motion because it looked like it kind of went backwards.

Q.  (Inaudible) 

BRAD FAXON:  It did more than that, it was on the other side of the hole.

JEFF SLUMAN:  It was a crazy lip-out, especially at that point in time.

Q.  Jeff, you've been close here, a 3rd place last year, a couple of 2nds.  What's it 
feel like to finally get over the hump? 

JEFF SLUMAN:  It obviously feels -- any win feels great whether it's in the subjuniors 
when you're 12 years old.  You know, I lost with Craig to Bernhard and Tom in a playoff 
and then also with Stads we finished 2nd to I think Watson and Andy North 
back-to-back years.  Last year Brad and I, frankly we might have played better last 
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year but because we never got the 13th hole and we lose by two, you don't birdie 13 
any of the three days, you know, that was the killer for us last year.  All in all we might 
have played even a little better last year, but we sure like our result this year.

Q.  If somebody told you at the start of the week you would have shot 23-under, 
you probably would have thought you would finish 10th or so, right?

JEFF SLUMAN:  Maybe not even 10th, historically if you look at the scores, but once 
you got out there the first day, you know, this is my sixth year maybe -- I don't know, I'm 
not so good at addition, but I've been here enough to know that this is a very strange 
wind and then today it shifted again from a little bit of a different direction and the pin 
placements were tough and the greens were very firm.  Actually I shouldn't say firm, 
they were -- they would hold the shot but sometimes they would be firm, so you were 
always kind of guessing and they were pretty fast, especially downwind, and you would 
get a lot of putts that you just kind of looked at and you didn't want to gun them because 
you would hit them four, six foot by if you got too aggressive.  So I mean, it was just a 
little more of an edge to the golf course this year than in previous years and more rough 
frankly.

BRAD FAXON:  The rough is thicker.  When people ask us to predict what do you think 
is going to do well here, the forgotten factor is the wind.  If the wind is up, that's always 
going to be the key to scoring, and with the greens firm they were very firm today, it was 
hard to hold some shots, especially downwind.  That made a big difference. 

Q.  Going back as far as you do with Stadler, they were right there today.  It's been 
a few years since he's been in the heart of things.  How do you think this week 
was for him?

JEFF SLUMAN:  Obviously I think he wishes he was up here and that, but it was really 
good to see Craig obviously play well.

Q.  He finished 2nd. 

JEFF SLUMAN:  I don't know, where did he finish?  Oh, they bogeyed 18th.  Tripp said 
that Stads really played well all three days and was hitting the ball great.  Stads is one 
of those guys that everybody loves to watch and he's great for the Champions Tour and 
especially when he's playing well.  He's just Stads, you know?  You love being around 
him and that and I couldn't be more happy to see him playing well.

Q.  You guys mentioned about karma on the TV broadcast about Elizabeth's 
restaurant.  What was the story behind that?

JEFF SLUMAN:  We went there twice, Brad and I, but last night Gary, the owner, kind 
of out of the blue, we were sitting there finishing up our dinner and he brought out these 
wines that are just absurd, you've never even heard of.

 www.tee-scripts.com 5

http://tee-scripts.com/transcripts/pga-champions-tour/liberty-mutual-legends-of-golf-2013/
http://tee-scripts.com/transcripts/pga-champions-tour/liberty-mutual-legends-of-golf-2013/


BRAD FAXON:  A story behind every bottle. 

JEFF SLUMAN:  The wine maker and the pairing.  He brought out this 1927 Spanish 
dessert wine that starts out as a white wine and after you've held it for 40 or 50 years it 
turns into a red wine.  He opened it up and it was spectacular tasting.  But I looked at 
him.  It was 1927.  Both my parents are deceased and that was the year they were 
born.  I honestly had a little shiver run down my spine.  And Gary's like, well, that's 
karma.  It was just kind of a weird thing to drink something that was that old.  It was 
really good, too.

BRAD FAXON:  We should go back there tonight.

Q.  There's some question as to whether this tournament will be back here next 
year.  If it's not, will you guys miss it?  How do you feel about it here in 
Savannah?

JEFF SLUMAN:  We'll be here.

BRAD FAXON:  We'll have dinner at Gary's and play.  We're hoping that Liberty, we 
know in this day and age it's hard to spend a lot of dollars sometimes, but I hope they 
get some return on this from their clients and their customers and maybe the pie in the 
face and the swan dive on 18 will show them something.

JEFF SLUMAN:  Yeah, they've been the longest running sponsor, I believe, 34 years, 
and this is really where the Champions Tour kind of got its legs and really got started.  It 
would be devastating to see them not be a part of the Champions Tour.  We appreciate 
all that they've done, and not only what they're doing in Boston right now but for this 
community and their charitable impact.  So we sure hope they take a long look and 
realize that the Champions Tour is a great place to put some of their dollars.

DAVE SENKO:  Okay?  Any more questions?  Thank you, gentlemen.

JEFF SLUMAN:  Thank you.

BRAD FAXON:  Thank you very much.  
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